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INTRODUCTION 



This Volume contains a record of the im- 
prisonment, trial, and condemnation of two 
persons, in comparatively humble life, in Italy, 
on grounds, which seem to American minds, 
most extraordinary. They had come, through 
the reading of the Scriptures, and other means, 
to the knowledge of what they deemed to be 
the true Gospel, and had, aa a consequence, 
abandoned the Roman Catholic Church—the 
established Church of Tuscany, Following 
their convictions of duty, they endeavored to 
impart the knowledge of what they believed to 
be the " Truth as it is in Jesus " to their friends 
and neighbors, beginning with the members of 
their household. For this purpose they read 
the Bible, in the Protestant version, that of 
Diodati's, which they very naturally preferred 
to that of Martini, which is Eoman Catholic. 
In doing all this, they believed that they were 
not violating the laws of their -country — much 
lees those of God. They did no more than what 
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every man in these Ucited States believes that 
he has the right to do, not only from the Con- 
stitution and laws of bis conntry, but also from 
the duties and responsibilities with which he is, 
iu his very nature, invested, and from the com- 
mands of his Maker. 

The intelligence of their imprisonment and 
final condemnation to /weed labor in a peniten- 
tiary for long years, both astonished and grieved 
the hearts of millions in the Old World and the 
New. Great efforts were made to procure their 
pardon and liberation. The clemency of the 
Gfrand Duke of Tuscany was invoked, hj a 
Deputation of distinguished Christian gentle- 
men from England, France, Holland, Germany, 
and Switzerland. The good offices of the 
monarcbs of Great Britain and Prussia were 
interposed, as well aa those of the President 
of the United States, in a kind and unofficial 
way, and therefore not calculated to give rea- 
sonable offence. 

For a long time all was in vain, and the 
conclusion in many minds was that the suf- 
ferers bade fair, owing to their feeble health, to 
end their days in prison. But when all hope 
seemed to fail, the sufferers are suddenly libe- 
rated, and hurried out of the country 1 The 
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INTRODUCTION, 5 

pressure from without was too great for the 
Governmenfc of Tuscany longer to withstand.* 
The Madiai, at the time of this ■writing, are in 
Franoe. The Goverament of Sardinia has 
offered them an asylum in Piedmont. They 
have been invited to spend the remainder of 
their days in Switzerland, in England, in Prus- 
sia, and in these United States. It is not 
known what ia their determination. It would 
seem most natural, and therefore most proba- 
ble, that they would choose Piedmont as not 
only their future home, but the field of their 
efforts in behalf of that Gospel for which they 
have suffered so much. 

* It is said, and. we suppoae witi trufli, that the Grand 
Duke felt it to be impossible to resist longer the iniiueaeea 
to wbioh reference has been tnade aboTej but etJil be was 
univilliug to yield t» the earnest roinonstranees of England, 
as set forth in Lord John EuBsell's letters t» Mr. Bulwer, 
the Britisb AmbasBador at Florence, and to appeals fmai 
other Protestant countries. In liis state of things, (he ex- 
Dulte of Parma, (formerly Duie of Loeca, and himself a 
Protestant at heart, if not by profession,) suggested that the 
Tuscan Government might yield (o France what could not 
be conceded to England and other Protestant nations. In 
coueequence of tliis, Louis Napoleon was induced to aak, as 
a favor, the pardon of the Madiai This favor was promptly 
granted; the prisoners were released, and sent as secretly 
and as expeditiously as possible, out of Tuscany, end into 
France.' 
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This work embraces three subjects. 1. The 
history of tlie arrest of Francesco Madiai and 
his wife, their imprisonment in the BargeUo at 
I'loreiice, the receptacle of all sorts of criminals, 
where they passed many months in the society 
of the vilest felons. This account is extracted 
from letters written by English Christians re- 
siding in, or then visiting Florence, and ad- 
dressed to Christian friends in England. "We 
have good reason for saying that the simple and 
minute recital of facta which these letters con- 
tain is authentic, for we are well acquainted 
with an American gentleman of the strictest 
veracity, who informed himself, on the spot, of 
its exact truth, and who has confirmed to ua 
that recital in every important particnJar. 2. 
The Trial of the Madiai, including the speech 
of the Prosecuting Attorney, Signer Bieehieraa, 
the speech of their noble-minded young advo- 
cate, Signer Maggiorani, and the decision of 
the Court, as presented by Signer Nervini, the 
presiding judge. Tlius far the work is the 
same as that which appeared in England, soma 
months ago, under the title of the Prisohees 
OF Hope. 'A. The last part contains a notice of 
what was done in Europe, as well as America, 
to secure the liberation of the Madiai — tlie 
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noble Deputation from England, France, Hol- 
land, Germany, and Switzerland, and their pro- 
ceedings ; the public meetings in. England and 
in the United States ; the conduct of the Papal 
hierarchy and their journals, among us, etc. etc. 
The book closes with an account of the man- 
ner in which the Madiai were at length, through 
God's good providence, and in answer, we can- 
not doubt, to the prayers of His people, deli- 
vered from what bade fair to be a long, if not 
fatal, imprisonment. We have done Arch- 
bishop Hughes the justice to give his letter in 
reference to the matter, as well as one or two 
of the replies which were made to it. 

This Volume we cannot but deem both 
valuable and opportune. It demonstrates, in 
an age of great unbelief, as well as material 
prosperity in the world, that there is still an 
efficacy in true Christianity which can, and 
will, through God's abundant grace and bless- 
ing, sustain the soul in seasons when called to 
endure severest persecution and bitterest trials. 
The examples which it exhibits to our view 
are most interesting and instructive in this 
point of view. An unbelieving age had almost 
come to the conclusion that the stories of the 
[■ the Martyrs partake more of the 
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fabulous than the true. But we are here made 
to see that mau, and even feeble woman, can 
still suffer for Christ, and be sustained under 
those sufferings. 

This Volume also shows, what so many 
among us have been slow to believe, that 
Rome is the same unrelenting enemy to the 
true Gospel that she was in the Middle Ages. 
The intolerant and persecuting spirit which 
she has displayed in the case of the Madiai and 
other witnesses for the Truth in Tuscany, is 
precisely the same that she displayed against 
the Albigenses and the Waldenses of old. 
And as she incited the Kings of France to 
destroy the former, and the Dukes of Savoy, 
(the ancestors of the present King of Sardinia,) 
to destroy the latter, so now she is inciting the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany to destroy what she 
calls " Heresy," but what is in reality the true 
Gospel, in his dominions. It is well that the 
world should know that Eome is unchanged, 
and we may add, unchangeable. Wherever and 
whenever she has the power, she will perse- 
cute — even unto death ! And what a Christi- 
anity is that I It is a base dishonor to the 
Author of Christianity to call such a religion 
by His glorious name, — in whose instructions 
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not a word, rightly interpreted, can be found 
which sanctions or approves persecution. 

This Yoinme demonstrates the falsehood of 
the organs and advocates of Home, in this 
land, that have asserted that the Madiai were 
condemned for " political offences," that they 
were connected with Mazzioi and the other 
republicans and revolutionists, etc. Not a 
word of this is true. These people had never 
meddled with politics ; they were quiet, obe- 
dient, and loyal subjects of their prince, for 
whom they seem to have entertained great 
respect ; and their only crime {to use the Ian- , 
guage of the Court which condemned them, — 
three judges against two,) was " impiety, com- 
mitted by means of proselytiam," That was 
all. And for that the Eoman Catholic Church 
teaches the Grand Duke of Tuscany that he 
ought to doom his subjects, for long years, to 
imprisonment and forced labor! All this is 
wrong, and directly contrary to the Gospel of 
Christ. But what cares Rome for that ? She 
holds that she has the right to make and 
enforce what laws she pleases ; that she can 
bind the conscience; that the Pope is the 
Vice-gerent of Christ ; that Christ has, in fact, 
abandoned the government of this world, at 
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10 INTRODUOTIOS, 

least till the Day of Judgment,- — having given 
up all power to her as the only Church, and 
that she has the right, if not the j)ower, to 
make new laws for the Church and for the 
nations, and put down and raise up whom she 
pleases 1 She has not renounced one of her 
ancient claims. Pio None would be another 
Hildebrand, if he could. This he has clearly 
intimated in his "bull" in condemnation of 
the writings of Professor Nnytz of Turin, issued 
in 1851, It is well, — it is even high time, — 
that our American people should know all 
this. 

It adds to the interest which attaches to the 
history of the Madiai, that the events which it 
records occurred at Florence, so dear to the 
hearts of the lovers of Literature and Art — to 
Florence, so dear to the heart of the Christian 
student, who loves to look back to the dark 
ages which preceded the glorious Reformation, 
and contemplate the heroic conduct of Savo- 
narola,* who preached the Gospel to audiences 

* Girolamo SuTonarola was bom in Ferraro, in the year 
1452. From hia youth he was of sa enthusiastic turn of 
minil. He entered n Convent of the Dominicians at Bologna, 
and became greatly distinguished both for learning and elo- 
quence. In 1484 he delivered a lemarkaMe course of lectures 
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that iilled tlie vast cathedral of that city, and 
scaled his testimony against Rome by the mar- 
tyr's death. As in the days of Savonarola, so 
now, the ancients of Rome cannot end^ire that 
the Holy Scriptures should be known by the 
people. She dreads tlie sacred volume, ind 

on the book of the Eetclation, at Breseirv, aud infh mutli 
effect. Five years later he Ifloii up Ma reBidenee at i lorenee, 
where he was both reepeded aud feared bv Loienzo de 
Medici, ihe destroyev of Mb eonntry's libeTties and to ii horn 
Savonarola refused to give absolatiou, when on lis djmg 
bed, because he would not promise to restore tho EepuMie 
of Florence, which he had OTerttirown. 

SavouaroIa'B powerful denunciation of luxury, and vice, and 
tyranny, led, for a time, to a great rofonnatioa of manners 
among ttie Florentines, and the overthrow and baraeiiipent of 
Pietro, the liaughty and luxurious successor of Lorenzo. But 
the FranoiscaueandAugustinians, who were jealous of Savo- 
narola, combining with the faction of the Medici, eueceeded in 
oruehiog the distingaished Reformer, who had bjr bis bom- 
iug eloquence denounced not only the -vicea of the people, 
but also those of the clergy — not even sparing the Pope, the 
infiimous Alesaiider VI. Tho Sepublic was a second time 
overthrown, and Savonarola, with two other monks, was 
brought to tlie stake on the S3rd of May, 1498. When the 
bisliop who presided at the ceremony, with a, loud voice, 
pronounced them separated from the " Chureh," Savonarola 
eiclaiiacd, 'Trom the Militant," — intmiating that he be- 
lieved that they were about to enter tho " Church Tiimnph- 
ant." Thus died this remnrkafale man, who has been juetly 
styled one of the " Ueiormers before the Ileformation." 
AMERican Editor. 
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IS INTROnUCTIOff. 

all wiio go to it alone, as the only true source 
of divine knowledge. She persecutes the 
Bible-readeiB of Florence, — imprisons and ban- 
ishes them,— now-a-days, just as she persecuted 
unto death Savonarola and his followers. 

It is proper to state that for the last ten or 
twelve years some attempts have been made 
to introduce the knowledge of the true Gospel 
into Florence, and not in vain. Even before 
the Eevolution of 1848, many copies of the 
Word of God and of some excellent tracts and 
books, in Itahan, had been circdated in and 
about Florence, When the Constitution of 
1848 was granted, the door was for a time 
opened for doing a good work. Several young 
Waldensian ministers went down to Florence 
for the double purpose, of improving their 
knowledge of the Italian language, and to 
preach the Gospel to the natives who desired 
to hear it. A faithful minister of the M'ee 
Church of Scotland was also very useful in the 
good work which commenced about this time 
in that city. 

For nine months this good work was pros- 
ecuted with vigor and success. Several thou- 
sand copies of the Bible and religious books 
and tracts were disseminated. But soon a sad 
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13 



chango took place. The Grand Duke, i 
by Austrian bayonets, revoked the Constitu- 
tion, and religious liberty was abolished. The 
Waldensian miEisters were forced to retire to 
their mountain-home. The conTerts at Flo- 
r-enee were first suspected ; next put under the 
surveillance of the police, and finally several 
of the men of influence among them were 
arrested and thrown into prison. Among them 
was Signer Piero Guicciardini, a nobleman of 
distinguished family, and universally respect- 
ed for his excellent character and his great 
efforts in behalf of Infant Schools, Finding 
that he was suspected, and hoping that his 
withdrawal for a time from Florence might 
lead the government to release its pursuit of 
the Uvangelid, (Evangelicals,) as the new sect 
was called, he prepared to set out on a visit to 
England. When nearly ready to leave, he 
prepared a statement of his religious belief, 
that his countrymen might know what he pro- 
fessed. This document is dated on the 3rd of 
May, 1851. On the evening of the 7th of that 
month, calling to bid farewell to a friend, he 
spent some time with a few persons, six in 
n^^mber, in reading the 15th chapter of the 
Gospel by John. In the midst of this service 
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they were broken in upon by the police, and 
dragged to prison. Without trial, and simply 
hy ii ^olice-oTdur, lie was banished for six 
months, to one of the worst prisons in Tus- 
cany — the pestiferous Maremraa, This sen- 
tence was afterwards commuted into exile from 
Tuscany for a year, we believe. 

The admirable document of Count Guic- 
eiardini was published after he bad left Italy, 
and created much sensation. Its senUmente 
and doctrines are entirely evangelical, and 
worthy of the Italian Protestants of the 16th 
centurj'. 

We bring this introductory notice of the 
book in hand to a close, with the following 
quotations from the English edition : 

" Full evidence is here given that the oppo- 
sition of Eomanism to the Word of God con- 
tinues the same, and that English Christiana 
are only misinformed when told that "Yulgar 
translations of the whole Scripture are upon 
sale, and open to every one, in Italy itself, with 
the express permission of the Koman Pontiff."* 
Romish anthoritiea may tell us this ; but, alas ! 
the prisons of Italy, and the sufferings of 

ei'sy," by the K. C. Bp. 
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IJI'CRODOCTION. 15 

Christians there confined, bear a different and 
iDcontrovertible testimony. 

" It has indeed been said that the priests of 
Rome have no more to do with these persecu- 
tions, t)ian ministers of the Gospel in England 
have with the carrying on of criminal prosecu- 
tions ! Bat what causes the possession of the 
Word of God to bo regarded as a a-iminal 
charge ? The dogmas of Rome, as taught by 
the priests (Jesuits probably) to the Tuscan 
authorities. If any Eomanist disclaims per- 
secution, it goes no farther than himself; he is 
in that particular a dissenter from liis Church. 
So long as Rome recognises the decree of the 
Lateran council under Innocent III. requiring 
the temporal powers to persecute "heretics," — 
BO iong as she authorizes "Instructions to 
Theological Candidates," hinting not obscurely 
(by condemning Hie contrary as heresy) "that it 
is according to the mind of the Spirit to burn 
heretics," —and so long as every Romish Bishop 
swears that he will •persecute and oppose all he- 
reltcs,~~so iong shall we be justified in charging 
on Romanism as a system, and on its priests 
as the ministers of that system, the persecutions 
which aie earned out by the secular authori- 
ties which piofess that religion." 
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STORY OF THE MADIAI. 



LETTERS FIIOM 1<'LOEENOE, &o. 



LETTER I. 

Search of the liouae of Francesco Mfifliai, Augast 17. — Biblea 
Ecize3. — Pranceaoo juid three othore Birested. — One, an 
En^liahmBiij liberated. 

Flohescb, AuguBt 20, 1851. 
My dear L.,— The persecutions still continue. 
Last Simday, the 17th, a ease of gross injustice and 
abuse of power occurred in Piazza Santa Maria No- 
vella. At about half-past Beveii in the evening a 
visit was made by the geosdarmes to the bouse of 
Francesco Madiai, and, although both himself and 
his wife were frona home, the house waa seai-ched 
from the roof to the cellars; and the object of the 
search was revealed by the capture of two Bibles 
and on English book (Hawker's Morning Portion, I 
believe.) An Englishman had chanced to call in to 
see Francesco, and was awaiting his return, and 
there were also two other individuals waiting for 
him ; these three were immediately arrested, and 
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their persons searched ; aud the Iwnest gensdarmea 
swore they found thom reading the Scripture.* In 
the meantime Francesco Madiai returned home, and 
ho wag airestcd; and shorfly after, all four were 
carried off to tlie Bargello, the common prison of 
^Florence, in spite of warm remonstrances on the 
part of all. Poor dear Rosa, who had also returned 
home, hehaved with her usual dignity ; she encou- 
raged her husband, saying, he had done nolimig 
wrong, and therefore he need not he ashamed ; and 
that she hoped he would be liberated after a few 
hours' detention : — ^thus they parted. May her hopes 
indeed he realized ! The Englishman was kept in 
prison t^venty-two houre, and was oaly eventually 
released through the exertion of his relations and the 
strong remoYistances of the legation at Florence. I 
will not add more now, as I hope to write again very 
shortly, when I may be able to give you an account 
of the release of the other three prisoners. 

Yours affectionately, 

D. K. 

' This was aljout eigfit o'oioclt ; wlien on AiiguEt 17, it is 
quite dusk at Florence, eo that ecen if reading God's word 
vjerB an offence, thej amid not iiave been guilty at that time. 
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LETTER II. 

Two Ploreutiuee tnnished witliout tciol, simply for the coa- 
fesaiouofthuGoepe!, — Arrest of Kosa Madiai.Aug. 27. — 
Not permitted to see her husband.— Mode of proceduro 
agaiaat snspootoa persons, — Sept. 6, charge of piDselyiiug 
bfouglit agaiiKt the Madiai. — False charges against Signo- 
ra Madiai. 

Florekce, Aug. 39, 1851. 

My deah L.,— You will he anxious to hear the 
fate of the three poor prisonei-s for the Gospel's 
sake, whom I named t« yon in tny last. Madiai and 
the other two, wtio are also ^Florentines, were placed 
in seperate cells, and no one has bsea allowed to see 
them. 1 believe they have had several secret exami- 
nations; for justice in this country now is rarely 
publio. The two men, after being detained in prison 
seven days, were offered their choice either of indefi- 
nite imprisonment or indefinite exile ; of course, they 
cliose the lattei-- And thus are these poor fellows, 
the one a shoemaker, the other a valet out of place, 
oast forth into the wide world as wanderers, without 
means, without friends, but such as our heavenly 
Father may raise up to them ; — without trial, or any 
cause assigned ; their crime being that they were 
found in the house of the Madiai, and that they both 
caiifossed the Gospel of Jesus Christ in their private 
examinations, and also avowed that Ihey read the 
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And now comes tho most aifectiiig of all my 
communications, and one for wliidi we were b«t lit- 
tle prepared : perhaps, yon will scarcely believe ni}- 
repoi-t, when I tell you that poor dear Rosa Madiai 
has been taken into custody aad imprisoued ! a 
woman — a poor sickly woman. This took place 
two days ago, i. e. ten days after her beloved hus- 
baad'e imprisonment. She also has been carried to 
the Bargello, where they remain in separate cells, 
not having seen each other since the affecting evening 
of the 17tli, She has been unceasing in her efforts 
to obtiun pei-mission to see her husband, but has 
been invariably refused with tie utmost harshness. 
Still we never thought it would come to this. Just 
see how that aliameful edict of April the 25th * 
already works. If you have read Gladstone's Let- 
ters, you have just the manner of arrests here, Per- 
sons are talien up upon suspicion, and then they seek 
in all directions for ivitnesses to inculpate them, 
Alas, poor Eosa! How will she bear her narrow 
close cell? the vermin — the bugs — so numerous that 
they actually drop upon fiieir persons and into their 
food ! I wiU write again in a few days, 

Sept. 6, To resume ; for I would not send my 
letter without more information about poor dear 
Eosa. They have had several examinations, (I mean 

• The edict which Is mentioned in the IntiDduction, by 
which euch extensive powara \yere given to the police, irro- 
Bpectire of the ordiuarj and legal tnbtmalB. 
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separately,) but, as usuaJ, hitherto conducted iu pri- 
vate; aiid I understand that in prison they have 
boldly and cousiatently avowed themselYea Hvan- 
gelici. Under these arcumatauces fi-esh charges 
have been sought and made out, agaanst the man of 
endeavoring to proselytise, (ia this country a very 
serious accusation,) and against the wife, of immoral 
conduct. Now this infamous charge militates against 
the whole tenor of her life ; and it only shows ttie 
rancor of the feeling agMnat them; for really they 
have no ofTenco whatever with which to chai'ge them, 
exoe.pt Mpon the ground of worshipping God m that 
way which they cal! iieresy. 

Yours affectionately, D. K. 



LETTER HI. 

The prisoners still liopt in separate colle.— Bifficulty of any 
lawyer acting for them. — Maggiorani undertakes to be fhar 
advocate. — Trial not likelyto come on before ChristmaB. — 
Fi>otl Bont to flie piisoneis, — liiness of the prisonevs. — Au 
wrest through the confnsatonal. 

Florknoe, SepL 15, 1851. 
Mr DEAR L. — I have no favorable news to com- 
municate. Our two dear prisoners are still confined 
in their separate cells, and no one, as I said before, is 
allowed to see them. They have engaged a lawyer 
to look after thar afimrs; but you have no idea of 
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the difficulty, in thia country, of finding any ono 
willing to undertalte the case of those accused, or 
suspected, of holding view« contrary to the dogmas 
of Rome; they axe eo afraid of getting involved 
themselves ; or rather, throiigh the influence of the 
Government and the priests, of finding themselves 
utterly ruined. Several wixo were asked to iiiider- 
tako the case of the Madiai, absolutely re&sed, say- 
ing they had families, and they could not risk the 
ruia it might entail upon them. Nevertheless one 
called Maggiorani, has nobly and kindly undertaken 
their cause; he is considered to he a talented young 
man; at least, he has an independent spirit. We 
hear there is no hope of anything beiog decided upon 
before Caaistnias, and tJien great fears are eater- 
tained ttat some very severe punishment ^vill be 
awarded them. 

You will be glad to hear that a most attached 
and devoted friend of the poor prisoners has under- 
taken to send them food that they can eat, for tho 
prison fare is so disgusting tliat few can eat it ; this 
friead of theirs is an admirable little creature, full of 
heart and courage. May God reward her for her de- 
voted kindness! Poor Eosa has been, and still is 
very ill ; hut both she and her husband are fiUI of 
faith iuid Christian courage. Another poor fellow 
has been arrested in consequence of secrets obtained 
THBotion THE coNFEseiosAL by means of a wife and 
a son! they have confessed to the dreadful crime 
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that lie reads the BiIdIc;— ho too, is in solitary con. 
fitiemeiit. * ^s * « * * * 
Yours affectionately, D. K, 



LETTEK IV. 

Inereaae of perseeution. — Rosa Madiiu very ill ; not alSon-ed 
to Bee her own doctor. — A reader of the Bible imprieoDed 
through his wife's anffessimi. — Frksts employed as Bpiea, — 
Severity agsinBt Etrangelid. — Sisty said to tie in piiaon for 
iiffiiirB of conEdencB ; not allowed to see their friends 1 — 
Tre-ated woree than murderere. — Their eoufeedon of the 
Gospel in their esaminatiouB. — Source of the trial to the 
Madiai ; a servant in the cotifessiotuil. — Continued deejxe 
for the Bible. 

Florence, Sept. 23, 1851. 
Mt nBAR L. — I should have answered your kind 
letter immediately, but I have been so very un- 
well, not to say ill, that I felt it quite impossible to 
■use either head or pen, and one needs to be so well 
in these trying times and cireumstanees. I hope that 
you received my letter in wHch I gave an account 
of the fresh persecutions ; they are so increased in 
severity, that it is impossible not to have sad fore- 
bodings for those now in bonds. Francesco has now 
been in prison more than five weeks, Rosa almost 
four; and nothing is as yet decided. The same 
severity continues ; and no one is allowed to see 
them. Poor Rosa is very ill ; she very much wishes 
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to be allowed to sec her own doctor, hut is not per- 
mitted to do so. Poor I js nlso still in prison, 

and notJiing is known of liim. There is another mtia 
in prison thkoush the coHFisasiOB of his vnee ; she, 
poor thing, did not intend to hetray her husband, but 
it was dragged out of her that he read the Bible; and 
though the gcnsdarmes found nothing, not even his 
Bible, they nevertheless carried liim off to piison. 
This is auotlier instance that the Pbibsts are spiea 
of the Government 

The severity against the Evangelici is iBweasiiig 
every day ; spies are watching all the suspected 
houses. Were two even fouBd together reading 
God's predoiiB Word — for that crime they would 
instantly be marched off to jail. We heard to-day 
that sixty ai-e in prison for affairs of conscience ; 
were they murderers they might be permitted to see 
tlieir friends, but in matters of conscience, greater 
severity must be used, and they are deaied this con- 
solation. How gladly, alaa ! would I give your 
sympathizing menage to the dear prisoners in bonds 
for truth's sake, had I any means whatever of doing 
so'; for truly it would cheer their hearts to know 
how many have fellowship with them ia their sor- 
row. In general, all that pass^ within those gloomy 
walls partalces of the stillness of the grave. Still, we 
do hear that, in their examinations, they boldly con- 
fess their faith, and that really they implicate them- 
seivea. Like all the test, they decidedly declare that 
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Hmy do not belong to the Roman Catholic Church. 
VVten aakcd— Did they try to convert? They re- 
plied — No one can convert but God. Still, if any one 
ii.iked us what we thought of such and each a passage, 
wc simply told our belief. Francesco is in a most 
s])iritual state of mind; he truly glorifies his Master. 
When the GovemmeHt has finished with these, 
liioy will, most probably, lay theii' hands upon 
olliers. We have at length found out the sowrce of 
all this trial to the Madiai — a servant, who had lived 
with them some tmie, and whom her mistress thought 

to be converted, T thougtt the same, but 

S and I did not; in fact, there were very difle- 

rcnt judgments about her. When this girl was dis- 
charged from tho service of the Madiai she went 
home to the neighborhood of Lucca, and her mother- 
in-law found out that she had prohibited books, and 
IK iHE coBFEssioNAL made this known. Tlie ^rl 
was called up, and either through fear or bribery, 
(the latter wo rather think,) she has betrayed all 
that she could betray : thus you see, the Piuests 
have an interest in condemning, and the Govemment 
to please them wOl do their worat. No one knows 
how many witnesses they have contrived to got, nor 
of what kind ; but all this long time they have been 
occupied in trying to get depositions to make out a 
case. Are you not tired of these details of sorrow 1 
Nevertheless, tbey work the peaceful fruits of righte- 
ousness. The desire for the Bible is more earnest 
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than ever ; the desi'ro to undci'stand it more ardent 
Yours affectionately, !D. K. 

LETTER V. 

OecunenceBDl'thoniglit of November 15. — D liearatliat 

B 's house was to be ifisitol, ami iuforraa A ; Hioy 

go to B 's, and see Mm arreeted. — Thej wain hia 

brotbers, — A fiuds the police in Jiia own haoeo; 

ProTulentinl delirerance. — A escapes from Florence! 

danger of mreet at the gate, and deliverance. — Keaolies 
Leghom.— His escape by eea. — His wife's tiials on ttat 
wght: the eeftrch; her Bible. — Books seized. — Many 6r- 
rests on that night. — The eondifion of Hie Madiai. 

Florence, Hot. Z7, 1851. 

Mt djsau L. — * ft « [ now liegiii 
my detail of the occurrences of Saturday night, Nov. 
15th, and especially respecting one very dear to 
many, whose course, generosity aad devotedne^, 
cannot be surpassed. May the Lord grant that it 
naay reach you in safety, 

A is a schoolmaster, and gives lessons ia 

Italian, Latia, &c. in every case of difficulty ho was 
always ready to put himself forward for otlieiB. He, 
^ well as his interesting wife, are Christians. On 
Saturday night at about eleven, a Mend of his called 

I> J vs-as in a caie, and heard that B was to 

have a perquisition in his house, and tliat many 
othejs also were to be visited ; he rushed with iii- 
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credible speed to A 'a house, who was in bed 

and told him what he had keard. A immedi- 
ately threw on some clotlies, and withoiit stopping 
to hide away his own things rushed out of his house, 
sayiug, " Perhaps we shall be in time to save or help 

B ." lu ten lainutea after he had left, six cara- 

binici'i were in his own house, and they would 

have arrested him in bed. He and D went to 

B 's house, and in his eagerness, he rang violent- 
ly at the bell; as he received no answer, he rang 
again — no answer: they thought, perhaps, he was 

concealing some papers; but D said, "Do not 

ring again, perhaps they are already there ; let us 
hide ourselves in a corner," They had not concealed 
themselves many minutes when the door was opened, 
and they saw their friend looking very pale, in the 
midst of four carabinieri led off to jail ! To finish this 
case, not one single thing was found in his house, not 
even the Bible ; nevertheless he is still in prison, as 
they call it, upon suspicion, and there he may remain, 
who knows how long?* 

A and D immediately went to the caf^, 

to warn his two brothers, but they found no one 
there ; they then returned, and soon after met the 

two brothers of B , who were going to their 

brother's house; they were told what had occurred, 

*Tho result of this case was, that B , on other 

alleged guoonde, was sent tu Elba, to be imprisoned in a 
fortreBB for one year. 

3* 
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and advised to go and see if anytliiiig was doing afr 
tiieir own houses. One found, from the lights in 
various apartments, that his house was also invaded 
by the gensdarmes ; of com'se he did not go in ; or 
he, also, would have been marched oft' to prison. 

After this, A thought he had hetter return 

homo, and sMd, in a kind of careless way, " It would 
1)0 singular if they were in my house, too." Again, 
ft third time, God's protecting hand was over him. 

D 's dog ran forward, and, in order not to lose 

him, he ran after him, and in stoopiug down to catch 
him, was in such a position as to observe, to his 

great surprise, lights in A 's sitting room, at two 

in the morning ; he, therefore, stopped A , whose 

baud was on the bell, saying, " Do not ring, they are 
also iti your house ; rather make your accustomed 
whistle, and your wife will hear you. He did so, 
but received no answer ; and then he whistled a 
second time, and soon after they saw a band slowly 
waving them away ; also, in a few minutes, his maid- 
servant opened tho door, ^id said. Fly, fiy," When 
the door was opened without a ring at the bell, 
A — ' — thought it was one of the gensdarmes to take 

him, so he rushed away. D heard the message, 

and ran after him ; in the hurry the little dog wiis 
left behind, and began to liark on the stairs. But I 

will continue A 's story. At the corner of the 

street the two friends parted, and D was obliged 

to go to his own house to arrange his aifairs. A 
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having no money in his pocket went to a friend and 
borrowed & little : as he again pasaed near hia own 
house, ha met a gensdarme, seat to arrest him, who 
stopped close to him. Ho immediately lifted up his 
heart iii most earnest supplicatioii to tlie Lord, to 
deliver him, and liad the presence of mind to turn 
his back to the gensdarme, and calmly light hia 
cigar ; the man, after a few minute's hesitation, 

Poor A " ■ - - then made for the nearest gate, and 
again he prayed earnestly, hefore calling to have the 
gate opened, thinking they might arr^t him there. 
But the Lord agam delivered him. The man awd, 
^'■Felice nolle;'" to which the other most cordially 
replied, " MKce notte." A - ■■■ - says, that onee out 
of the dty, he breathed more freely. You may 
imagiae the conflict of thoughts and feelings which 
pa^od through his heart on that sad night ! Ms wife, 
his three little children ! his country, that he loves 
so deeply, thrustuig him. from her bosom, solely be- 
cause ho roads and spreads God's "Word and reli- 
gious books. 

He kept on walking between the two gates, out- 
side the wallSj for some time, almost frozen with 
coM : at last, overcome with fatigue, be lost all con- 
sciousneas, but was aroused by hearing the dock 
strike three. He then thought he would walk on to 
the first station ; but as we have lately had a flood, 
tlie water and mud prevented hue, and so he was 
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obliged ki retrace his steps, and at^we lie tiirew him- 
self into the train for Leghorn, where he arrived at 
nine on Sunday morning. About the same time, 
my iaithful N. N. told me the events of the night, 
as far as te knew them. 

I felt sure that A would go to Leghorn, 

* * so that N, N. was sent off by the 
first train to know what he thought of doing. We 
could get no tidings till Monday morning ; you may 
imagine our anxiety all the day. On Monday wo 
learnt that he was safe, and tiat he wanted soma 
clothes immediately, for he hoped to get off soon. 
Afew hours after we heard from another, that it 
was quite impossible to get him a passport; the 
m^senger was sent agam, and his friends had the 
joy to hear that he was tw» ike sea; th&kotn, it is im- 
poMible to teU — it would be too dangerous ; suffice 
it to say, that it was one of those remarkable inter- 
positions which, when they do occur, look more like 
romance than truth. There was not time even for 
him to get his clotlies. But our gracious Father, 
who has BO marvellously delivered him, will stiU 
care for him. May all tliese sorrows and trials be 
blessed to his soui. 

His dear wife has had much anxiety. On that 
fatal night, ten minutes after her husband had Icfl, 
ske heard a loud knocking at the door ; being uneasy, 
she herself looked out of the window, and asked, 
"Chi ef The wretches replied, "Amid." But 
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WH4T friends? "La polizia." She refusecl to open, 
sajiiig, her husband was out, and she was alone ; but 
they insisted, and slie was obliged to obey. Six of 
them came at once into her room, and searched in 
all directions. She only thought of her nice large 
Bible, and, in order to save it, threw it out of the 
■n-indow, as she thought, into fJio garden ; but, unfor- 
tunateiy, it fell into a cbtem of water. She after- 
wards rescued it, and tried to dry the leaves, but a 
second visitation from the police obliged her to 
throw it into the fire, and bum it. The only things 
they found were, seventy of a second edition of 

Count G 's Confession, six of Gladstone's Let- 

t^Ts, and Lucille,* in Italian ; but for this, if arrested, 
he would probably be sent to the galleys, and hard 
labor ! ! 

The gensdarmes have been four different times 
to the house, always in the dead of the night — the 
last time at two in the morning. They hunted the 

" A work by M. Adolplie Monod, of Paris. There is an 
Euglish traaslalion, entitled, "Ludlla, ortheReadiogof the 
Bible." Wboefer is acquainted with thia book, must know 
how obno^ous it Is t* those who wish to hinder God's Word 
fi'ombemg read, or k-I^ deny that the Spirit of God can, 
and does, teaeh the individual Christian how to understand 
those things ivhieh the Scripture oontaiM. Onoof thomost 
important points, with regard to " LucUle," is, tUat the facfa 
and arguments are BtrieiJy true j tbe only fiction employed 
is, the iiittoduotionof suoh names and locditiesaa stall con- 
ced the real pacties. 
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roof| garden, and every possible place, for her hus- 
band. All tMa has. of course, made her yery un- 
well, especially aa she had liardly recovered from 
her last confinement. That night niunbers were 
taken from their bed to prison ! Some say sixty ; 
some, more; but as nothing is mode public, who can 
tell "i The next day ■we continually saw men car- 
ried to prison. One of tie gensdarmes had a Bible 
in his hand, and numbers with little parcels of new 
books. The mjustice of the Government, and the 
mbery of the people, is almost beyond eadurance. 
La Signora Madiai, about a week since, was suppos- 
ed to be dying in prison, but she is still alive, and 
getting better, though in bed, in prison. Her hus- 
band glorifies God by his sweet Christian spiiit. 
" ■ ' D. K. 



LEITEK Vr. 



Detwta continued.— Courage of Signora A ; her ulttrm 

for her hueband i auoeeeds in warning him. — Anger of the 
gensdiirmeg; repeated searches of the house. — Eiforts on 
behalf of Rosa Madiai in ier sufferings ; she and lier hus- 
band seen by a few. — Perseeutiup seems to deter none 
from reading the Soriptuve. — Determination of Landucei 
lo put down the " h-ereey." 

Florence, Nov. 28, 1851. 
Mt dear L. — I now give a few more details 
which I was obliged to leave out yesterday ; I well 
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know what a deep interest you all take in tliese saA 
persecutions, and how earnestly you bear these dear 
sufferers upon your hearts. How remarkably in 
this history do we see the protecting hand of God 
over his servants, proliably in acswer to the many 
prayers so constantly offered. The dear wife of 

A showed such courage ia her tTial ; when the 

six gensdarnies were making their seareh, her great 
anxiety was about her husband, thinking he would 
surely return, and be taken ; however she listened 
most attentively to all they said ; they took down 

notes of all they thought would criminate A , 

but, excepting the books I have named, nothing was 

They asked with great eagerae^ when her hus- 
band would come home ; she replied she could not 
tell, that sometimes on Saturday he passed the night 
at the villa of some of the friends of his boys, which 
is true ; these geusdarmes were in the house with 
this poor creature alone from eleven to three. 
WhOst she was sitting with them, she says she 
lifted up her heart oiten to God to protect her hus- 
band ; at two, when she heard his well-known whis 
tie, she was ready to faint, expecting that the nest 
moment the bell would ring, and that she should have 
the agony of seeing him, whom she so much loved, 
carried off to the Bargsllo ; still she dared not move, 
e invisible force held her down ; 
d a second whktie, and as the men 
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were busy writing and talking together, she arose 
and said, "Excuse me, Ithink my baby wants me;" 
and went into another room, whore not daring to 
open the window, slie made the sigu wMeli was so 

providentially seen by D ; she also said to the 

maid, " Creep down stairs (juietly and say, fly, fly." 
This succeeded, but the dog unlbrtunately was lofl; 
ill the passage, and began to bark. The chief officer 
immediately called out, "Whose dog is tliat?" 

Madame A said, " Oh ! the door must have 

been left open, aad some dog is come in ;" then turn- 
ing to the maid, said, " Go, and shut it, but mind, be 
attentive if your master should return ;" the poor 
thing did not know what to say, the officer at onca 
understood the whole affair; turning quite bitusk, 
nero — nero — and stomping with his feet, ho said, 
" Ah ! yes, 1 dare say he will take pretty good care 
not to return," The gensdarmes soon afl:er went 
away. 

The whole of that night this poor creature had 
to pass in the most cruel anxiety. They have since 
searched tJie house three different times, and threat- 
ened her, and tried to frighten her ; she has now, I 
am happy to say, gone to her father and moilier ; as 
to the school, it must, 1 suppose, be given up ; but 
the Lord will care for them. 

Poor dear Eosa Madiai continues so weak and ill 
tiiat, perhaps owing to the strenuous efibrts made on 
aU sides in her favor, (for she was well known, and 
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loved by some of thft lirst families here and in Eng- 
land, they may let her out to die. Her illness ia 
entirely occasioned by the severities of her impri- 
sonment, upon a very delicate constitution. She 
may die, but she will never deny her Saviour, or 
make one retrograde step ; no one but God can know 
how very deeply she has felt her trial, and how 
greatly she has suffered ; it is so ci'uel not to lot 
the poor husband and wife meet under these trying 
circumstances. 

Francesco Madiai loves his wife so very ten- 
derly, that that is hk only trial ; ho says, even if 
they burn hia body, it is ouly his body, they cannot 
touch his soul. Quite lately the prison doors for 
these two have been opened to a very few, I long 
to sec h 1 m ! k ly to do so. 

Th q n urolly es, in the midst of 

these pe a y d terrfld from reading 

the W d d f 11 wi g Ch t1 We have not 
heard f 1 ly difference is, they can- 

not meet tOj,ether , hut the woik being of God, who 
can put it down ? It is said that Landucci, the Min- 
ister of the Interior, has declared that he will put 
down the heresy, even though his fate should be 
that of the Duke of Athens.* 

Yours affectionately, D. K. 

" This hiatoTioal reference would be femiJiarlyunderBtood 
at Florence. In 1311, while the Florentines were negoraa- 
tmg with Mastino della Seala, Lord of Verona, for the pal*' 
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LETIER VII. 

Iinproveil health of Rpaa Mmliiii. — Hor exoiaiiiaUon hefuro 
the ma^strates.— Fraueeaco Miidiai seirt to tbo Mumle 
prison. — Interview betweeti tbo liusbnufl mwl wife. — Eefn- 
sal of baa for ttem.— Danger incuned by an advocate ia 
aefending priBOiiere.— Case at Pien.— Frisonera for opi- 

flioiis. — Case of/orir sudi, — A 'e letter to his ivlfe. — 

His TOjnge. 

Flohekce, Dec. 94, ]851. 
Mr DEAR L.— * * * I am sure 
it will bo most gratifying to you to hear that our 
Heavenly Father has heard the many prayers offer- 
ed, so far as in His wisdom He hath seen right. Both 

chase of Lucca (which he then held,) the Pisans seized that 
city bj foi-ce. The Florentines to gain poBseaeion of Lr.cea 
had sent to Eohei-t, King of Naples, for aid, and troops ac- 
cordingly caine, witter the command of Walter do Brieuno 
Dnie of Athena. He aroTed in 1342, just when thoFlo- 
reaiineB were openly dienffected to those whom, they had 
set at the head of the affMra of the republic. Tho military 
command was at once given to the Duke, who then eseeuted 
many who were oimoxio^is either to the great men, or to the 
common people; others were eriled, and oHiers heavily 
fined. In tke tiien state of discontent at Florence, this ren- 
dered the Dufae popular ivitb all except the middle class of 
citiEens. Having occupied Florence mth foreign troops, 
be caused (Sept. B, 1342) a proposition tn be made to the 
people tliut the adniinislratiTe power ehonld be given to him 
for one year i the people with acclamation deci'eed it for 
life. The Duke and his companions ahuBcd their poiver in 
everyway; no one's life or property vas safe. At length 
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those within prison, and thosis without are, I may 
say, mercifully sustained, and a shield of protection 
seems to be thrown, around them which surprises all. 
Roaa Madiai, who iit ons time was thought to be 
dying in prison, has been wonderfully restored to 
health ; at the time of her siolcness aiid acute suffer- 
ing she liad an esti-eme loBging fo be removed fi'om 
prison, but now her patience is restored, and she is 
quite willing to wait God's time, ivnd is cheerful and 
liappy and full of firmness and faith. She has lately 
prayed earnestlythat her weak body may be strength- 
ened, lest her aoousera might impute her bodily weak- 
ness to a less firm and determined resolution, at all 
costs, to abide by her confession of faith. 

A few days since she was again called before her 
judges, who asked her if she was the person accused 
of impiety and blasphemy, '■ If," she replied, " to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as my only Saviour 
be tills, then I am the person, but let God judge." 
All tlie prisoners have lately been declared criminals, 

he cauaed the tonguo of Bottoiie Cini to he torn out, for 
speakina; of him too freely, Dad tliiB act of cruelfy (which 
occasioned Bettouo's deatli) roused e11 Ploreace against the 
Dulto. (Jal? 3(391, 1343.) The Duke, besieged ia the pal 
aue, abdicated, baeelf aurrondocing his eompaniona to bo 
put to death, on ooudition that he should be conducted 
safely t« Casentino. (Sept. 6.) 

Thus " the fate of the Duke of Athens " expresses the 
ignomiuy of one who is expelled for Ian-leas cruelty, and 
purchases his life by seUiiig his associataa to be executed ! 
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and are to have Im tlp]jks<\a^ bite 
trial. Ii! consLq n fthth nhaebn 
transferred to tip btEsap haps 

because she is J ^ k If th B Jlo 

Great inter t d th t 1 h b cl and 

wife should me t b f h d d tl y 

did meet ia the i f th j 1 ti y 1 d t 

seen each othe th 17th f Au^ t It was 

sadly affecting, for the husband ako has been lately 
ill, and is very much bent fronk suffering ; he has, I 
am sorry to say, a liver complaint, which close con- 
finement greatly increases ; they encouraged each 
other, and were thankful to be counted worthy to 
testify for their Lord and Master whom they love. 
The highest interest has been exerted oa their behalf 
to let them out on bail, bat they are criminals and 
cannot be let out of prison. Now they desire to get 
the best defence they can, and we think Maggiorani, 
though young, will prove as able an advocate as 
ajiy. In this country it is difficult, for a man may 
ruiti himself in defending another. It was only a few 
weelts since that a lawyer in defending a ease at 
Pisa, observed upon the ill conduct of a gensdarme, 

• FrimceBCo Madid was now sent to the Mutate prieon, 
wHoh ia profesBeflly on the plnn of that at Pentonvitlo ; the 
Peutonville prison, howeveT, is for those who hftve been con- 
victed and eenteneed ; nhercaa Fraaeeeeo Madiai web Bub- 
Jeoted to this eovoro and solitary confinement preparatory' 
to tii^ 
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and though perfectly true, he has been sent to prisoii 
for twelve months. How then can we expect rerai 
to risk so much ? Nevertheless every eifort will be 
made to get the best pleader. The day of the trial 
is not yet fixed, for they like to keep them in prison 
as long as possible. It is quite sure that whatever the 
skill of the defence may be, the seutonee is already 
fixed ! But the trial will arouse public opinion. 

The report is that the prisons arc full, and mostly 
with persons put in for opinions; many are what are 
here called Liberals, but what ia our country would 
almost be called Conservatives ; most of these poor 
fellows read the Bible, and some of them, through tlie 
grace of God, have become true Christians. 

I heai-d a few days since a touching story of four 
of them. They had been kept in prison for eight 
months uiijudged, and were then tried and found guilty 
and sentenced to a year's hard labor ; they were re- 
proached for being Evangelici, and for having been 
present at areligiousmeeting; they replied that if they 
had been, they would iuwe confessed it, for tliey were 
cliildren of the Gospel. How many more such 
may still be suffering in bonds, unknown to us. 

I will conclude this letter with the sequel of 

A 'a story. I related how wonderfully the Jjord 

had shielded hira from danger, and had put it into 
the heait of a Christian Captain to take him with 

him. A has written one of the most beautifii! 

letters I ever perused, to his wife. When on board, 
4* 
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he says, he pviiycd; oh! how he prayed — he felt as 
if he had never pvaycd before, and he earnestly 
entreated hia wife to cast every hurden on the Lovd ; 
his trials, together with the manifest goodness of the 
Lord, have awakened in his soul feelings which 
he had never folt before, and have deepened those 
that he had. All indigiiatioa, so natural to his 
character, seems quite gone and changed info the 
deepest soiTOW for his beloved country, and the 
most earnest prayer for her deliverance. 

They encountered storms at sea, aud at one time 
were nearly lost, stili ho had not one moment's fear 
— he was ever eahn and peaceful. The ship did not 

intend to go to Q , hut owing to contrary winds 

they came within sight of the land ; the captain then 
aslved him if he would lilte to be landed? he replied, 
" Yes." Accordingly he was landed one night alone, 
on that £ir distant shore, poor fellow ! yet his heart 
■was full of gi-atitude for his deiivei'ance, and of 
tiiankfuhiess for the great Itindness he had received; 
he had a letter to some kind friend there, whom he 
happily found, and now he is provided for ; in course 
of timeprobably his wife and children will follow him. 

This touching letter has been, read by some of 

A 'a friends, not many, and jet the police hava 

heard of it, and the wife was obliged to get rid of it 
to a stranger who is not suspected, to keep for her, 
for she could not burn it. 

And now, beloved L , fiire^'oll, Tell our 
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friends that tlioy have comfiirted and sustained many 
hearts by their prayers aad sympathy. It is a sweet 
and precious thought that you liave so Ifindly remem- 
hered, before the Lord, all who bo greatly need to 
he remembered, and that so many dear to Christ are 
fellow-workers with Him in this service; there ia 
groat need for a continuance of your prayers, that 
the light may not be quenched through the wiles of 
Satan and evil men. 

Yours, affectionately, D. K, 



LETTMU Vlll. 

Ilcfecenee to another ease of eulTeiiiig.— Tn-o persons im- 
priaonad Hirosigh tiio Priests. — Trial of the Madiai pat 
off till March. — Arrangemonts for A 'a wife and child- 
ren to join him in February. — JanuBry 91. The two per- 
sons aciinittetl hj one court. 

Flobenoe, Janoary 20, 1852. 

My dear L. — I hope you received my last, 
detailing a new caso of suffering — two persons ar- 
rested at the sick bed of a friend, it is true they im- 
prudently let the Priests know their sentiments, 
and in a very short time after both wore in the Bar- 
gcillo ; as yet we have not been able to get tidings, 
but \va hope to hear something this evening. I am 
sorry to say the tiial of the Madiai is not likely to 
come on now before March. 

If the trial is printed, I will be sure and send )-ou 
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tt paper ; we meaii to go and hear it if it is pufclic, 
Ma^iorani, who is thought to be a first-rate pleader, 
has undertaken it, though every one is quite certain 
tliat the sentenee ia already determined upon, and as 
events have taken such an adverse tnm wo fear 
greatly ; bnt they cannot go beyond the will of the 
Lord, These dear persona have already made much 
progress in spiritual life since their imprisonment, m 
that I hear that it is a real rcfreslunent to see them ; 
I never hope to have this comfort, because fresh 
orders have been given not to admit visitors, 

I hear that A is extremely liked at Q ,■ 

but they say that when alone his spirits sinlt very 
mu[;h, he is so attached to his wife and children, as 
well as havmg a most ardent love for his country 
and a great desire for her moral improvement, I 
am happy to tell you that arrangements ai'e in hand 
to sand his wife and two little boys the beginning of 
February ; the little one at nurse will be left in the 
care of its relations. 

***** 
. I am so thankful to think that the circumstances 
which caused such sorrow and trial here have heei^ 
a link to unite Christians together amongst you; I 
quite believe we have mi abundant answer to jour 
prayers ; there is more grace to endure, more quiet 
steady determination to follow on to know God. 

January 21. Yesterday evening we heard that 
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one court had absolved ttie two men I sjioke of; it 
is well, however, to remertAer that two courts also 
absolved Guicciardiiii and the ax arrested with him, 
but they were, neverthelass, afterwards punished by 
the police, so we fear it will be in tliis ease. 

Yours, :iflcutioiiately, D. K. 



LETTER IX. 



Prayoi's for the eufforerB. — CoHtiHiied trials. — The two 
aiTeated on acconiit of tie sick man. — Florence a city 
quit* Catholic, ApoEtolie and Komaii. — Artimgements for 

A 'a wifo and children to join her husband. — Case of 

a woman whose husband ie m prisoa; reviled for believing 
in God. — Evimgdie'i or Sabina. 

Fi/iEENOE, Jaiiuiirr 30, 1853. 

My dear L, — I cannot expre.':s to you how much 
it rejoices my heail to hear that you so continually 
remember all the dear persecuted ones at Florence, 
and that such a Catholic spirit is exhibited ; that so 
many dear to the Lord join in sympathy, prayer 
and help. Bo assured, dear L. they feel the effects 
of your prayers according to God's own will, not in 
deliverance out of oppression, but in His granting 
grace to endure, and in their increased courage to 
confess Christ as their only Saviour. 

Feeling, as I do, the oneness of spirit whioh 
unites us, I always desire to let you know wheu any 
fresh sorrow and trial happens, that you may be 
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40 BTO!tY OF TUB MABIAI. 

able to present those things before our Heavenly 
Father, and thus help thorn in their time of need. 
Tho poor little floels continues to be bo driven about, 
pereecuted, exiled, imprisoned, that one's heart would 
almost fwl did wo not Ivnow that God is stronger thatt 
man, and that man cannot go beyond God's will. 
Tlie two men aiTosted on account of the sick man are 
still in prison, and will probably be exiled, but whenl 
One of them is known to have fetched the Swiss 
minister to tbs dying man, and this is a very gre<U 
crime, and moreover he has declared himself Evan- 
gelical, and that Evangelical he will remain. The 
magistrates say tliey wil! not liave such people In 
Floi'ence~a city quite Catholic, Apostolic and Ro- 
man; they ai's determined to put down tho heresy. 

Yon \riU be glad to heai- that A 'a wife and 

her two children will now soon join her husband ; she 
has had no diificnlty in getting her passport, which 
they wci'C almost afraid would liave been refused 
her. Poor thing ! she goes away with many mixed 
feelings ; delighted to go to her beloved husband, 
and yet it seema as if taking s. last farewell of motJier, 
fathei", country and friends; still to be free to bring 
up their children according to their own tiiitli is a 
great blessing. 

I am afi-aid the Madiai's ti'ial will not come on 
before March ; but tliey seem to increase in patience 
and faith, and submission to God's will. This is a 
blessed fruit of tribulation, Addio for the present. 
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Saturday. I iicai-d lust evening that a woman 
whose hustamd is in prison, had again been examined 
\>y tlie Dulagato, this fiinctionaiy, like many others, 
rerriilai'ly aliuses the poor people, and he was not at 
nil sparing in bad nnmos to her; she has a good deal 
ol' iiitelligence, and answered very well. She asked 
lo have her husband's watch to put it in pawn. " Oh, 
yoii pretend to be poor do you "i" She happened to 
siiy that God would help her; "Oh, you, fben, are 
one who believes in God V Pancy a ma^trate say- 
ing this in what is called a CliriytJan country. "] 
diu'o say you are Evangelicif "No, EcceDenza," 
she replied, "i am called Sabina," She quite under- 
stood what she was saying. 

Thua you see, dear L. the state of Florence at 
present. There is much, very much to be thankful 
for, and much to keep one in constant prayer and 
dependence upon God, for each day we know noS 
what may happen next. 

What can 'S"e say to a Government, which instead 
of seeking to improve the people, tries in every way 
to corrupt tliem, and by every bait to tempt them to 
become spies; there are many affecting instances of 
these t-emptations when driven almost to despair by 
want or oppi-ession, and then they fall into the snare. 
» * * » * 

Yours, afiectionatcly, D. K, 
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LETTER X. 

Preparalione for tLo trisl ••{ thp Madiai. — February 26. 
Sentence! <iu the two men before mentioned. Acq^uitted 
by tlie tribaciile, but Benteueed by tiie police. — Extracts 
from liie deci-eto. 

Floresce, Fohnmr)- 2, 1852, 
My csak L. — * * a Tlicro aro now 
long folios ready for the Madiai's trial. Ma^iorsmi 
is said to be an able pleader ; if he does juatice to his 
subject, it will indeed be a most intei-esting trial, but 
can he know his Bible sufficiently "i Now they say it 
cannot come on until the end of March, 

February 26th * * Wo are greatly 
in hopes that the trial will now come on soon, for all 
the lawyers have finished some little time, and it 
only remains for the Government to fix the day. 

The two men who were imprisoned on the aiek 
man's account eight weeks ago, have received their 
sentence. The Tribonale della Prima Istanza entire- 
ly acquit«d both ; then the police, under that edict 
of April, 1851, condemned both — one to be forenef 
banished Tuscany, the other to six months' imprison- 
ment in the fortress of Piomhino. I send you a few 
sentences extracted from this last decrelo, " The ex- 
istence of a secret association is proved, to insinuate 
aad spread sentiments and principles contrary to the 
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fuiidamenUl dogmas and precepts of the Roman 
Catholic Apostolic religion, with the scope of over- 
th)-owing more easily, bj this means, the actual poli- 
tical order of the different States of Italy. * * * 
It is evident the part tliat the young man lias taken 
ill this plot to altei- the i-eligion of the State ; his own 
confession affords an nndoubted proof of hia apoatacy ; 
declaring that lie belongs to the Pj-otostaat Evangeli- 
cal sect, many Anti-Cathoiic books found in his pos- 
session, and his i-opcated attempts, as imprudent as 
they are detestable, to hinder the dying man from 
having the succors of our religion, and for having in- 
stead, procured him. the assistance of a pastor of the 
Evangelical Koformed Church. 

The old man is charged * ft «* s ^y|th 
the impiety of hia frequent visits with the young 
man to the house of tlie sick man, during the illness 
of this same sick man ; and the old man's confessed 
apostacy, professing himself a follower of the Evan- 
gelical Reformed worship * * * Ws 
co-operation in machinatjons to overthrow the reli- 
gion of the State * * * * on this 
account they are sentenced," as before mentioned. 

Your remembrance of the poor persecuted ones 
is quite touching; the Lord judges the heart and 
sees the desire to sympathize and help ; indeed, tie 
friends in England have been a great blessing to the 
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tried Oiics have, for surely blessing ii 
prayer in no small boon. 

Yours aCcctioiiatKly, 



the fortreBs. 

Ft-oREscE, B"obniiiiy S8, 1S59. 
My Dear L, — * * * I told ;-ou in my 
last tlie eondemnation of the two persons oti aeemint 
of the sick man. Tlio old man has been allowed a 
week to settle his affairs ; he has behaved very well 
— most firm and courageous. The Government re- 
fused the petition for the punishment of the other to 
be commuted into exile, so to-morrow morning he 
is to be conveyed to the fortress of Piombino^ The 
poor mother said, with big tears rolling down her 
cheelcs, " to think that my son should be conveyed 
all across the town, aad to Piombmo, ia the midsl 
of carabinieri, like a common felon ;" we ti'ied tc 
comfort hei- by recalling how the Apostles, anc 
even our Lord himself had been treated, and that 
no shame could attach to this, that it was rather m 
honor to suffer so distinctly for the Lord's sake 
We understand that he ha^ ansAvered with the ut 
most boldness and decision, refusing to answer wha 
he did not choose to answer. These things maki 
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one feel the reality of one's faith, how in the midst 
of a]l, God gives his peace, aad his sustaining gvatxi ; 
!iow brightly shines out the feith of these poor peo- 
ple. The numbers inci'oaso every day, I hear ; and 
it is a great refreslunent, I am told, to watch the 
progress of many of these dear Christians. 

Yours affijotionately, D. K. 



LE'lTEK SII. 



WitiiesseB Bgainst the Mudinj ; ingvntitnile of a family 
whom they had aided. — Api'il 15. The trial etill post- 
piined. — Francesco'B Letter. — Day named for the trial, 
April 27. 

Florence, Marcli 20, IS52. 
Mt Dear L.— I told you that the large folios 
had beeu written' for the tTial of the Madiai ; when 
for the first time it was ascertaiued who wei-o the 
witnesses agmn&t them. Besides that wicked girl 
from Lucca, a fiimily have come forward against 
tjicm whom they rescued from the most abject pov- 
erty ; though certainly not riiJi themselves, they 
supplied them continually from their own table, and 
were uiiwearied in recommending them, on account 
of tlieir poverty, to the compassioa of others; but 
the,«e ungrateful creatures have brought forward 
some of the strongest evidences against them; false 
witnesses of courae they are, and tliis either through 
fear, or for gain. I should think the lattei', for the 
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family are suddenly beooiiie very woll off; there 
are many others, taken from the lowest class, but 
always from among those to whom they had shown 
kindaesg and compassion! Alas! alas! . 

April 15th. You see March is ended, and still 
the trial is not come on ; and these poor creatures 
are still lingering out their lives, in theii- solitary 
cells, but still sustained by our Heavenly Father. 
I accidoatally saw a letter of Francesco's tJie other 
day, which a friend had translated ; it so shows the 
guilelessness, and simplicity of Iris character, that [ 
will enclose it tor your perusal.* Never for one mo- 
ment has this poor man been cast down ia his spirit, 
his body has often suffered, but it is one continued 
outpouring of praise and thanksgiving to God, to 
think that such as he should be counted worthy to 
suffer for Christ ; his long imprisonment tells upon 
bim, poor fellow, for his face quite twitches with 
nervousness, and yet sut-h calmness, such joy, such 
submission; truly it must be a privilege to see him, 
I should think tliat all who came near him, must 
feel the silent power of his testimony. It is now 
positively said that the trial \vill come on on the 
27th of this month. May it be so ; and may this 
long and sad imprisonment shortly ailerwards be 
ended. 

Yours affoctionately, D. K. 

" See the following Letter. 
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LETTER Xni. 
From Francesco Ma^iai to H. E. 

Hia firriTdl at Florence when 16. — Conduct of Me ConfeB- 
Eor.— Nineteen years of unsatisfactOLT ideaB on religion. 
— Reads tlio Englisii Prajer Book: goes to America; 
his first Cunimnnion, Trinity Cbiircli, Boston. — Returns 

to Florence; goes to Eoino with the Mieeea J ; meets 

Rosa Pnliiii ; she explains the Bible t» Mm. — Mnrriea 
EosaPulini. — His Prajers. 
Now I wish to tell you something in a few 
words, but as I iirii very ignorant, I pray you to 
pai'i3on mo. At the age of sixteen I came to Flo- 
rence to be cnrocl of a li ver complaint ; I was cured 
by Profa^isor Mazsiini, who afterwards ordered mo 
to eat meat every day. Easiter tailing soon after, I 
wont to perform my de\otious in the Cathedral; 
and hivng eitei meit a the doctor liad ordered 
mo, I w shed to ttU th s to m^ confessor. Accord- 
ingly, I went to a cmon (whom I have already 
named in my cximmaticn ) When he heard that I 
had eaten meat he tuiULl on me like a barbarian, 
saying Thou ait dimned m body and soul," and 
then sh itto the doii m mj f ice, so enraged was he. 
From thit time t was ni leteen years without know- 
ing of vfitt toi g on 1 1VO5 °X II, however, I went to 
Church, but T did not feel that I wa^ satisfactorily 
performing my Christian dutiei. The time now 
came when 1 went on my travels, and the Holy 
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Scriptures were made a little known to me ; and al- 
though I imderetood them very imperfectly, I saw 
that the Priests had deceived me. At last I was 
able to read a little of the English Prayer Boolt, 
and then my mind became calmer. I now went to 
America U> see my brother, anc! I had there forty 
lessons in the English language. Then 1 was al- 
most entirely persuaded of the truth of that reli^on, 
and 1 made my first communion in Trinity Church, 
Boston.* This was in 1840 : but all this was still 
but little for me, seeing that I understood so im- 
perfectly the English language. 

1 now returned to Florence, and there met the 

Misses J with a governess, I accompanied 

them as conricv, to Rome. We left the governess 
and took La Fulini (afterwards my wife.) We then 
went on to Naples, and afterwards returned to the 
Batlis of Lueea, where we spent the summer. I 
look with me a small box of English books, whi»^ 
E showed to La Pulina, and she exclaimed, "What 
good books thou hast got there !" I asked her if 
she would explain tome a few chapters of the Holy 
Scriptures, and she said she could do so after tea, as 
fluring the day-time she had much work to do for 
the ladies. After tea then I nsed to read a chapter, 
which she explained to me in Italian. You may 
imagine with what pleasure I heard explained the 
fford of God for the first time. Then was there 

* One of the Epiecnpnlian Churches of that eity. 
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nourished in me more and more the love of the 
Scriptures, but still I professed uoth 

We went afterwards to Florea a 1 tl e we 
parted with La Pulini. She dwel no g ea ly in 
my imagination, but in the evenm^a I tho gl o 
her and her good explanations. 

Not long afterwards I left, my situ on and 
mariied Eosa Pulini ; and I may in ti-uth say thai 
the Spirit of God reigned in me and my wife ; bill 
we did not yet know His secret ; but I am certain 
we knew it afiier some time, and sure T am that wo 
became very zealous for the Word of God, and so 
shall we ever be (God willing.) Amen. 

1 should like the Misses to be told that I 

send them my grateful thanks for their kindness and 
bounty to me r 1 have no other recompense to offer 
them. I wish them to know that from the time I 
first Itnew them, I ever felt towards them much at- 
tachment, (such as a servant ought to have for his 
employers.) I forget no one; I pray for my ene- 
mies; and especially do I pray for all my brechrea, 
and for those who have shown us so much kindness, 
I pray God to shower down upon tbem His mo , 
precious blessings, temporal and eternal. 

Fbancesco Madiai, 
March, 1852, Murate Pnson. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Trial ngsvio put off, — Anooymico to the Prisoners. — 
Franeeseo'B o^ilmiiees ; Eosa's giiof. — Tliiiy meet foi' e, 
moment. 

Floresce, April 38, 1853. 
My Deau L. — Aliisl alas! I have nothing but 
disappointment atid sorrow to coinmunicate, but I 
will b^in my story regularly. At nine o'clock 
yesterday morning the prisoners were severally 
brought from their different prisons, and lodged 
in different rooms to wait until called for. 
Many persous interested in the case were in 
court at an early hour. After waiting some time 
it wag said, tliat the cause must be put off for a 
few hours, but that it would come on at tliree. 
Numbers left and returned at that hour, but aft«r 
waiting some time they were at last told that the 
case was put off indefinitely, in consequence of the 
illness of one of the principal witnesses. Few be-, 
lieved in this illness, but thought it was only an ex- 
cuse for some sinister purpose, so little is there of 
integrity and justice in the country now. 

You may im^iiie the vexation and d^sapIJoi^^ 
ment this occasioned to all ; but how much niore to 
the poor prisouera tfiemselves ! Maggiorani had to 
communicate these sad tidings to them. In doing 
so, he tried to cheer them with a hope, wliicli per- 
haps he hardly felt himself, that it would be merely 



B> Google 



a month's delay. Still, to go back to prison, iii the 
same uncertaiaty in. which they had boea kept there 
long long months, was no small trial. 

Francesco received the news with his accus 
tomed calmness and resignation, merely saying, 
" The will of the Lord be done." He had, during 
tli;it long day, occupied himself in walking up and 
down the horrid room he was put into repeating 
Psalms, chiefly the cxvi. Rosa i go ed the ntel- 
ligeiiee mth great grief — she was co [1 tely o er- 
comc by it, for she had so buojed [ h r hopes, 
she had so looked on to this day, is e 1 ng 1 e i- 
certaiaty, and perhaps secretly hop ng t gl t put 
ft term to her dreadful imprisonment. I must not 
forget to tell you, that oaoe during the day the poor 
husband and wife met for an instant. ■ Tlicy were 
coniined, as you know, in separate rooms, and 
guarded ; but both doors happened to be opened at 
the same time, and tliey rushed into each other's 
arms. Tliey were again instantly separated; but 
the comfort of this moment's interview greatly con- 
soled tliem. All night long poor Kosa has been ill 
— she has now fever, and is suffering greatly. They 
need your prayers. 

Your.?, affectionately, D. K. 
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LETTER XV. 

llnpos tliat tho trinl maj come on booh. — Maggiorani'B 
(iiligeneu. — Qupsfioji as to flie application of the law. 
— Koaa's improved heiltli 

Flopesoe Moy 20 J853 
My Db.^b I, — It IS stiU hoped that the 

trial will come on. duiiiy thi^ moiitli liut if not it 
will sui-ely he eaily lu June In the muin time 
die advocate, Maggiorani I'l u^ng tlietime nio&t dili 
geEtly, in socking out other imptrtant ■witnesses for 
the accused. It is evident fiom all we heai, that 
the Gloveniment is dotcimmed to make tho worst 
ease possible against the ptiioners The most im 
partial lawyers affiim that the Ijw ot 86 upon 
which they pretend to judge them li, not applicable 
to the case ; aeverthelt.^ w i. ieai al! will be o^ er 
ruled to please thi, priests Francesco still conti 
nues in amostlo^elj aiid tranquil spiiit Rosa le 
greatly better in health, and is iga n become peice- 
fiil in her spirit. I will add no more, for in a few 
days I hope to give you tho results of the triai. 

Yours, affectionately, D. K. 
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LETTER XVL 

The TmiL; commonees June 5. — Tlio prisoners meet in 
the iloofe. — Tiio itttorney-gcnerul propuees that tiifl trial 
be private. — Some liaro pormiEeiun to stay. — WituesseB 
for the prosBcntion prepared by the priests.— Papers and 
tracts rend. — Francesoo's answers; forbidden to quote 
Sodptui/e. — Couduet of ijoth the Madiut. — Prooeodings 
ftgainst thoDi lost two days. — Wltueases fur the Sladiul 
— Questions put to Frnnoesoo as to hia rcligioos profuB- 
rion. — Eosa's answers. — Maggiorjiii's Bijeeoh.— Keply of 
the attoruej-goaeral ; be suggests the seuteufe to His 
jurtges. — Deliberation of the judgeH, June 7 and S. — Sen- 
tence on the Madiai. — Uow recuiveil by them ; their 
separation. 

Florence, Juno 8, 1853. 
My ceae L. — 1 h.iKtou to send you a few lines 
to make you acquainted with the result of the trial 
of Francesco and Kosa Madiai, after nearly ten 
months' close imprisonment. It commenced on the 
5th, and ended this day at half-past three, P. M. For 
some time before, Rosa had manifested great calm- 
ness and rest of spirit, and seemed much more than 
usually happy in the Lord. 

On the morning of the 5th of Juno the long ex- 
pected trial of Madlai and his wife commenced ; 
they were placed in the dock, guarded by several 
gensdarmes on each side of them; they looked calm 
and dignified, and quietly awaited the entrance of the 
lawyers, and bench of six judges, who acted as jury, 
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as well as judges. Francesco appeared mucli pleased 
at once more seeing his wife, and pressed her hand. 
The attoraey-generai opened the ease, and first pro- 
posed that the trial should be private ; this being 
agreed to by the judges, the court waa cleared of all 
the reporters, and most of the Italians ; several Eng- 
lish, and some of the Italiaji Christians, were allowed 
to remain, about eighty or one hundred having, like 
myself, obtained permission Irom. one of the eeei-e- 
tiiries to stay ; and there were also a great many 
priests present. Witnesses for the prosecution were 
next examined by the judges, and in a way that 
clearly showed the sentence on the Madiai had al- 
ready been determined on. Words were often put 
iiito witnesses' mouths when they seemed at a loss, 
and they professed to remember nothing when their 
evidence was contrary to the written statement 
which had been taken down from their lips on pre- 
vious examinations. I could not but be astonished 
at the bare-feced shamelessness with which the bench 
thus carried on the prosecution. All seemed to 
have one body and one mind, owing to the way in 
which they had been prepared by the priests. 

bi the course of this examination Count Guicci- 
. ardini's confession of iaith waa read out, and many 
tracts which had been found in the Madiai'a rooms 
were aiso read out in full ; and a picture likewise 
found there which represented the errors of Popery 
contrasted with texts of Scripture, was produced, 
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and the texts, &o. which were in English, translat- 
ed into Italian. Thus, much truth reached the eare of 
the judges and andience. Francesco also frequently 
quoted Seripture when he was asked about his reli- 
gious opinions, and this made the judges very angry, 
and the president frequently forbade him to quote 
the Bible, as they did not wish to hear his religious 
dogmas. Nothing could exceed the Christian beha- 
vior of both Francesco and Rosa. She was very 
particularly sustained, and all who heard her fre- 
quently exclaimed in a whisper, with how much dig- 
nity and propriety she gave her answers, espetaally 
when one of the judges wished to confuse her by a 
series of irrelevant cross questions ; several times 
she silenced him by her replies, amidst evident sen- 
sation throughout the court; and once he 'threw him- 
self back in his chair in complete c(mfuMon, when 
she was declaring iu what her change of religion 
consisted. Madiai also, in questioning some of the 
witnesses, spoke to them in a very Christian and 
even tender way, lamenting their unfaithiulnesa 
and the falsehood they uttered. To one he said, 
" Go, my chains are of mueh greater value than all 
the false evidence which thou hast given agmn'st 
me." Upon which the president of the court, in a 
rj^e, told him " not to make a martyr of himself 
and not to utter one word more than was necessary, 
especially before a Catholic public." 

The examination against them lasted two days, 
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and soKiP clt;\i'r le^a! men declai-ed ihat there wm 
not one word or incident which in any way ren- 
dered them guilty — supposing even all that had 
been said against them was true. Aflerwai-ds the 
judges examined the witnesses for the Madiai, and 
their manner of giving testimony was a striking 
contrast to that of the witnesses s^ainst thena, aa 
they spoke boldly, and fearlessly, and openly, and 
proved by the manner of their giving evidence that 
they were speaking the truth ; they proved that the 
Madiai had ever respected the opiojoas of others, 
and had by no means attempted to proselyte to 
their own opinions, in tlie manner ihat their accusers 
contended — for conversion, they said, can only bw 
from God; moreover, this testimony brought to 
light most beautiful traits of Christian love and 
conduct in the accused, and nothing appeared which 
could in any way dim the integrity of their private 
life. In the course of the defence Madiai was asked 
"if he wa.9 not born in the bosom of our Holy 
Mother, the Roman Catholic Church ?" He answered, 
"Yes, but I am now an Evangelical Christian." 
"Who made you such, and does any act of abjura- 
tion exist in the hands of those with whom you have 
united yourself?" " My convictions have existed for 
many years already, and they have acquired strength 
through the study of the Word of God ; it is a 
thing entirely between myself and God, which 
nevertheless was openly manifested when I took the 
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cominunion in die Swiss Church." Eosa replied to 
her mterrogator that "she had not lightly changf^d 
her religion, or to please man, since in that case she 
would have done it in England, where she had lived 
for sixteen years ; l>«t tiiat, after having read much, 
and studied the Word of God, and compared it with 
the doctrines of the Eomati Church, she had remain- 
ed convinced, and had abandoned that Church ; and 
that she had chosen the moment to make her public 
confession of faith, by taking the communion, when 
the laws gave and protected the liberty of citizens." 
(This must have been in 1848.) 

There were twelve witnesses agiunst, and sis 
for, the Madiai ; and finally Maggiorani, the coun- 
sel for the prisoners, closed the case, by making s. 
speech which lasted three hours ; setting forth first 
the legal question, then quoting from the Fathers, 
and lai^ely from the Scriptures, n p f f the 
soundness of the docti'iaes they h Id, d th t th y 
should not be ti'cated as heretics ; a d tl n 1 ed 
with an analysis of the evidence aga t th m a d 
completely showing how false it all allj a The 
attorney-general replied, and ended bj adusmg the 
judges to sentence the prisoners, Francesco to fifty- 
six months' imprisonment and hard labor, and Rosa 
to the same for a period of forty-six months, and 
both to solitary confinement. The court was then 
closed, and alt went away, and notioe was given that 
sentence ivould be pronounced on the following day. 
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The bench deliberated that same evening for 
three hours, -without being able to eome to any con- 
clusion. The next day at ten o'clock the whole 
place was filled with persons of all classes; the 
. bench had already been deliberating since nine 
o'doek, but half-past two came, and still they could 
not agree, and we began to hope for a favorable sen- 
tence ; at length, at half-past three, after nine and 
a half hours' deliberation, the judges entered the 
conrt. The president read a long paper, recapitulat- 
ing the evidence, and tlien quoted a law which in 
no-wise applied to the case ; and fically pronounced 
sentence on the Madiai for transgressing it ! I was 
Bitting, at this time, in front, with several friends, 
and tuiTied to look at the prisoners, who wei'e only 
two or three paces distant from me. They were 
perfectly composed, and manifested a most remark- 
able degree of resignation. 

It now appears that the cause of the long delib- 
eration of the judges was, that they could not agi-ee ; 
Bome desiring a milder sentence, and the president 
himself, at length, gave the casting vote for the con- 
demnation of the accused. The sentence was (to 
the astonishment of all) exactly that which had been 
asked for by the attorney-general, viz ; Francesco 
Madiai to suffer four years' and eight months' soli- 
tary confinement and hai-d labor, and Eosa three 
years and ten months of the same. ITie ten months 
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which tliey had already passed in prison, were not to 
be reckoned as part of the sentence. Besides this, 
they are to be subjected to thve« years' surveillanca 
of the pohce after the term of their imprisonment is 
ended. (The surveillance of the police is most ha- 
rassing ; they enter your house as often as they 
please, during the day or in the dead of night. You 
must show yourself to them, whether you are sick or 
well, and must never be out of your house after 
eight o'clock in the evening, &c,) All the expenses 
of the trial are also to be paid by the Madiai. The 
prison selected for him is at Volterra^ She is sen- 
tenced to the Ergastola, at Lucca — a most dreaded 
prison. 

At the close of the sentence both immediately 
arose from off their seats, and looked at each other, 
as if greeting one another after many months' ab» 
scnce ; they then shook hands, both smiled on eadi 
other, embraced, and in a few moments disappeared 
amidst the bayonets of their guards. 1 may men- 
tion, in conclusion, that the sole accusation against 
them was one grounded upon theii' open coofession 
of the name of Jesus, and deare to lead others to 
faith in Him, and they were not even accused of 
any political motives. The books which were read 
in court were produced to prove their apostacy fi'om 
the Roman Catholic Church and her doctrines, and 
Frendi, English, and Italian Bibles were quoted in 
their accusation. All tended liotK to show the re- 
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ality and the simplicity of their faith, aiid also to 
puhlish the truth, 

I send jou a letter written hy Rosa, Madiai to 
her husband, after the trial, and before the sentence 
had been pronovmced. It will be found to be a 
striking instance of the grace of our Lord in answer 
to prayer, when the state of the poor suflerer is re- 
membered, and the depth of her feeling of disap- 
pointment two months agn, when her trial waa 
off. Yours, affectionately, D. K. 



LETTER XVU. 
Sosa Madiai to her Stiahand. 

Mio OAiio MiDiii. — Tusai, se to ti ho sempro 
amato, ina quanto piil ti devo aniare, ora che eiamo 
stati insienie alia battaglia del gran Ke, e che siamo 
stati abbattuti ma non vinti ! lo spero che, per il 
naeritodi Gesu, Iddio Padre abbia aceettata Ja nostra 
testimonianza, e che ci data la grozia di poter here 
fino all' ultima goecia la pozione di quel calice ama- 
ro che ci e preparato con rendimeEti di grazie. 

Mio biion Madiai ! La vita nostra, che e ? Un 
giorno, un giorno di dolors! ieri giovani, og^ ve&- 
chi ! ma pero noi poasiamo dire col venchio Simeone, 
" Ora, Signore, rimandi il tuo servitore in pace, pos- 
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cia che gli occhi nostri hatino veduta Ja tua aalva- 

O aj,g u mio caro [ o h no cono c n o per 
1 Sp r to Sa o che quel C to ca co d 11 obr o 
If stnt 1 iuguiriate e 1 no tro Salv to e e 
no per la s santa lueo e pot iza c tro imo a d 
f dero la sj nta ci'oce e Cr sto s]. n t p r no ce 
lo sTio ol)brobi'i pe ] i tec j ra 1 11a sua 

sauta gloria. Non t«n e ii conl u a saii forte 
Dio ehe foce cadei-e Ja cat oa a P et o e a; ^ala 
porta della sua prjgione non d u eat ciie a no i la 

Sta di buoH animo et a oc nt ame te 

in Dio ; fanimctti voder I eto o e j i la 
mcdesjma grazia mi vedra 1 
TL abbraccia d c 

La tua affez ta ogl 

Eos A Madiai. 

Questa lettera 6 stata scritta dalla Madiai in car- 
core il di 7 Giiigno, 1852, quando il pubblieo Mia- 
istro aveva gia concluso perche fosse oondannata, 
come poi fa oondannata alia pene di 46 mese di 
Krgastolo, e il marito ai 56 mesi di casa di forza e 
pubbliei iavoi/i. 
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( Translation.) 
She enoourages liim ; our ground of confidence in God, 

My dear Madiai. — Thou knowest how 1 have 
always loved thoe ; how much more, thea, must I 
love the« now, that we have been together in the 
battle of tie Great King, and that we have been 
east down, but not vanquished. I hope that through 
the merits of Jesus, God the Father has aeoepted 
our testimony, and that He will give us grace to be 
able to drink, even to the last drop, the bitter cup 
which is prepai'ed for us, and that, too, with thanks- 
giving. 

My good Madiai ; our life — what is it ? A day, 
a day of grief; yesterday, young; to day, old; but, 
nevertheless, we can say with old Simeon — " Now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, since imt 
eyes liave seen thy salvation." 

Courage, ray beloved ; since we know, by the 
Holy Ghost, that lliat Christ who was laden with re- 
proach, trodden under foot, and despised, is our Sa- 
viour, and by his holy light and power we find our- 
selves set to defend his holy ci-oss — and Christ dying 
for us, we receiving his reproaches, that we may af- 
terwards partake of his holy glory. Do not fear, if 
oar condemnation be severe ; God, who caused the 
chains to fall from Peter and opened the gate of liis 
prison, will not forget even us. 

Be of good courage; let us east ourselves en. 
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IJrely into the hands of God ; let me see thee joyful, 
as I hope, through the same gi-ace, thou wilt see me 
joyful. With all her heart embraces thee. 

Thy affectionate wife, 

RoBA Madial 
This letter was written by La Madiai, in prison, 
June 7, 1852, when the public minister had already 
determined that she should be condemned, as she 
afterwards was , condemned, to the penalty of 46 
months of the Ergastoh ; and her husband to 56 
months of Caaa diforza and public works. 



LETTER XVIII. 



Iloaa Mndiai's fl^ection of spiiita; cheered cfter awhile; 
her ill health. — Mag^orani'B applioalion to the MiaiBter 
of JuBtioe. — The appeal to the Court of CassBtioii.— 22d t 
Hopes that a fresh trial at Lneca may hfi ordered.— 24th : 
(InntrftBt between the Florentine rejoiciags, at " the feast 
of St. John," and the condition of the imprieoned. 

Ploeesce, Jane J8, 18K. 
Mir DuAn L. — My last letter contained an ac- 
count of the trial, and the very severe sentence 
passed upon ITirancesoo and Rosa Madiai. You miiat 
have observed that remarkable self-possession she 
exhibited in court, and in what a truly Christian 
epirit she wrote that beautiful letter to her husband ; 
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she was afterwards sadly <'ast down, and lost pa- 
tience for a short time. Truly we hold this treasure 
in ea,rthen vessels, tha,t the excellency may be of 
God. Her kind lawyer ancl friend, who had powes 
to see her, succeeded in comforting her after a time, 
and in a few days she had recovered her usual calm 
resignation. We must remember how very weak 
poor Rosa is in health, and what an effect continued 
solitude has on minds — in some cases even iadudng 
insanity ; and then we must also remember how 
very vexatious to a nervoua temperament must have 
been the coastant disappointments to which she had 
been subjected ; so that, perhaps, our wonder should 
rather be, that she had been enabled so constantly 
to exhibit such submission, and not only so, but 
such an ardent desire to glorify God in her suf- 
ferings. 

On the 12th poor Rosa was very unwell, and 
suifering from fever and nervous excitement ; she 
■was t<)ld that a petition would immediately be pre- 
sented for a com.m.utation of the sentence, and also 
of a notice of appeal to the Court of Cassation. Fran- 
cesco was marvellously strengthened; his only desire 
was, that the will of God should be accomplished in 
him — he was in perfect peace ; poor Eosa, through 
extTem.e weakness of the flesh in nervous agitation, 
did not enjoy this rest. On the 15th she had still 
much fever and loss of appetite, but had great unity 
of spirit with her husband. It was hoped that they 
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might have the consolation of seeing some Christian 
friends, indeed it was promised, but upon application 
for admittance it was peremptorily refused ; I heftr4, 
however, that one friend had been permitted to see 
them occasionally. 

Yesterday Maggiorani saw the minister of justice 
for an answer to the petition for grace ; the reply 
was very tersely given. The case must first go to 
the Court of Cassation, and after the result of that 
appeal was known, the petition will be considered ; 
but without any pledge as to the nature of the reply. 
It must take at least a month before the appeal can 
be made, so that the prisoners are at once subjected 
to this extension of imprisonment, with all its uncer- 
tainties. I trust that God will, in His infinite mercy, 
sustain and comfort them m this fresh trial. 

22nd. They say now, the result of the appeal 
cannot be known until the 21st of July; if the iniqui- 
tous sentence to which tJiey have been doomed should 
be broken, a fresh trial will take place at Lucca, and 
there appears to be a good hope of a favorable result 
The Lord has sustained Francesco in uninterrupted 
peace ; he says he has given himself up entirely into 
the hands of God, that He may do what He will with 
him, and to Him he entirely leaves his destiny ; he 
was glad to suffer for the Lord; he had read, he 
said, that thus the Lord has always led his children 
through persecutions, and was it not the very reli- 
gion for which he suflered that made him so happy? 
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the only grief ho had was to thiiik of his dear wife'a 



24th. To-night Uiei-e wiO be fire-works in honor 
of St. Joho,* and all will be apparently festivity and 
joy; and yet, in the jails of this very city, shut up in 
dose narrow cells, aje some dear to Jesus, suffering 
for His name's sake. 

Yours, aifectionatcly, D. K. 



LETTER \IX 



PubUcabou of Miirei' rnni e delpnce interest e^qtreBsed 
about it — Biocluerai a Bpeecli against the Madiai pub- 
lished — Hia aduuBsionH ih tavor of the character of the 
Accused 

FLonEMOE July 6, 1852. 
Mr DEAR L — * * Maggioram's admirable 
defence his beta published it has made much stir 
among all classes. Even the Grand Duke has read 
it. Many quite unknown to the author have wiitten 
to him, complimenting him in strong and feeling 
terms upon his able and classical defence of the 
Madiai. Some of these letters are from the first 
lawyers of the Tuscan bar, Landucoi forbade adver- 
tisements of it at the comers of the streets, but it 

• St. Joiin the Baptist is the Patron Saint of Florence! 
Hm festival occors on MidBummer-da)'. 
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has been advertised in all the papers except tlie 
Monitore, which refased to insert it. Copies have 
been sent to various places ; I hope you will soon 
get one. 

Bicdtierai has published his speech against the 
accused. It commences with a sort of laudation of 
the Madonna. One remarkable admi^on he makes, 
" that although the Madiai's witnesses have proved 
their natural probity, their heneficence, kindness and 
cliarity, that this only mai^e hini the more r^ret 
their having left the Cliurch, and did not make their 
crime the less. What a noble testimony, from their 
bitter persecutor, in their iiivor ! 

Yours, affectionately, D. K. 



LETTER XX. 

The case heard bofui-o tlie Court of Appea!. — TLe judges 
apparentlj' favorable. — August 7. Tiie former eeatenoe 
couGrmed.— The Leopoldiuo Lan'e set aside. — A petition 
to the Grand Dulse prepared. — The tried condition of the 
prisoners. 

Plohbsce, July 31, 1852. 
My DEAR L.— * * The Court of Appeal 
has heard the case of the Madiai this morning. 
Maggiorani, as usual, spoke remarkably well, and 
was listened to with the most intense interest by all 
the court, who seemed to be much better disposed 
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towards the accused than the former court had been; 
and there is but little doubt wiw that they ivill find 
for an appe^, and then the matter will be heard 
over again at Lucca ; and tnost likely the court will 
consider their past imprisonment as sufficient, and 
aak for their discharge. Oli, whtit a mercy it will be, 
should they be set free ; we must still hope in tJie 
Lord. If it ia His will to deliver, He will deliver; 
if not, He will give more grace to endure. I will not 
send this letter imtil I hear tite ultimate dedsion, so 
fiu'eM'ell for the present. 

August 7th. — Alas ! all our hopes have been dash- 
ed to the groimd. This morning the Supreme Coui't 
rejected tie appeyil matie to it, to set aside the sen- 
tence pending against the Madiai. All the legal men 
agree in opinion that this refusal to hear the case 
over again is a^ usual, first, against the evidence ad- 
duced against tlie Madiai, which evidence cannot on 
any grounds condemn them ; second, that in con- 
firming the sentence of the fii^ court, they, like it, 
violate tie true interpretation of the Leopoldine 
La\V6.* This com-t, therefore, enforces in every por- 

* The Leopoldine Lawa take their name from Peter 
Leopold, (or Leopold I.) Gnand Duke of Tuscany, from 
1765 to 1790. Hie reforms in the oilminal and civil admior 
iBtrations of jnetice were nlike rewnrkHble. " In hie new 
code, the ciiininal section \i*as espedaliy bold, inaBinuch m 
it swept away at onco torture, confleoation, Eocret trie], and 
even flie punishment of death. * • * All pritl- 
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t' la thefi St eentence bo you see that no court 
ot la V n this com t > >( f ee d ii dep nd t to 
n tead of be g exp. ul m of iho 1 w tley re 
r tl e te p ete 9 of the will and shes of the 
go er ne t n 1 o w si that the ctse of the Mad ai 
&1 Id serve s a [ eced nt for any ott e un lar 
ca hieh mij co no 1 f re them so tl at all nay 
k o -nlat to e pe t 

Migg a has p ej ar^d n othe pet t oa h ch 
11 ! e J resented m ncdiat 1 to the C rand D ke 
a \ t s the op n on of all that t II be gra ted 
Ne theless ail i oh bil ty the g er n nt v 11 
all b th tl Mad aitobeca dtoU id ftere t 
prisons, and after keeping them there a couple of 

leged iurisdiclions wero aestroyed, and tiie public oourta 
fortifiod ia tbeir independeaoo and aatboriiy, • " • • 
LeoiKiH's ecolraiaBticai reforms were equidlj daring, and 
gave deep offence to the Papal government. " • • He 
supi'KEsBBD THE InqDisiTJos ; lie Impueed severe limita- 
tlone oatio profearionof monfce aiid nuns," &c. — Spalding's 
Italy, ii. p. 307. 

On tie death of fee Emperor, Josepli II. in 1790, his 
brother, Peter Leopold, Bnoceeded Mm as Leopold II. be- 
stowing the Grand Dnehy of Tnseany on liis eeeond aou, 
Fei"diaiin(I III. who is-aa the Mher of tlie preeent Grand 
Dnke, Leopold II. ivho succeeded in 1^4, 

The general tenor of the Leopoldine Laws waa to confer 
on the Tn scans personal and ecclesiastical freedom of action, 
ami to render puUic all the proceedings of goyemment. 

Where ai'e now the Leopoldine liberties ? Even if tiere 
be pciisicri lihci-i, parole slrette must aceompany them ! 
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weeks, wil! then commute their punishment iuto per- 
petual exile, and thus show how tender and conside- 
rate they ai-e in the midst of victory. It is a question, 
in my mind, whether either of the Madiai will be 
ab!e physdcaHy to hear the first shock of a removal 
to the galleys. They will no longer believe in a 
commutalaon, beoauee their hopes have been eo oflen 
frustrated. But the Lord is able to help — " My grace 
is suffident for thee;" and His promises are able to 
lift them above all circumstances and pain, notwitb- 
standing tbat the flesh is eo extremely weak through 
long and wearisomo imprisonment. Let U3 pray 
that the poor Madiai may " hope in God, who raisetli 
the dead," and rejoice in a' certain resurrection. 
When the residt of the petition is known I AviU 
write to you again, Maggiorani has shown himself 
extremely kind and feeling throughout this long 
a^ir. I mtist now close ti^ letter. 

Yours, aflcetionatcly, D. K. 
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LEITEK SXI. 

H. M-^j to iV and L . 

EeJcctioD of the petition for gmc«, — Visit tt> Froncesco 
Mofiiai in ttie MuTnt« piiaon ; his aubinission and loeeBage 
to liis wife.— Visit to Eoaa in ilie Bargellu; her sufferings; 
lier prayer. — Her iBmoTal to Lnecn. — Her message to 
licr frienda. — Hueband and wifo not nllowed to meet ndco 
tlieir trial. 

Florence, August 10, IS52. 
Mr DEAR Fribhdb : — The petition for grace was 
peremptorily rejected ! This summary proceediug, 
whieli allowed no opportmuty for the interferonca of 
the Prussian or English minister, was known to a 
few on Monday, Maggiorani, their lawyer, was 
absent at Leghorn, and did not hear of it tiU Tuesday, 
when he immediately returned here. We went to- 
gether to tlie Murate prison ; Madiai was in perfect 
peace ; he received the final blow in a spirit of holy 
suhmisaion, and the only expression of suffering 
wa^, squeezing my hand, saying, "There is need of 
patience," but cheerfalne^ beamed in liis connta- 
naiiee, although suffering from continual physical ill- 
ness. He also said, "The comfort and joy of the 
Holy Spirit never changes with me; however it may 
1)0 with my poor body, I am always happy ; God 
has been with me all the time of my imprisonment, 
and He wUl always be with me as long as I remain 
7* 
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in prison, &\\d I am as sure that He will be with me 
unto death." He wished to have witli him a supply 
of clean linen, &c. adding, " If permitted ;" we found 
on inquiry, tJiat this %oas not permitted ; he instantly 
smiled, saying, "Well, all fhiogs a<x:ording to the 
will of God." He tnllced beautifully about his wife, 
and requested me to tell her that his pi-ayer was that 
God would go with them to their prisons, and that 
he felt sure that God would be their companion there. 
I have seen Cliristians dio in perfect peace and hap- 
piness, but I have never seen so complete a triumph 
■ in the midst of life, the will in the sweetest accord- 
ance with the Divine will, tlie whole man foUowiiig 
Jesus in the simplicity and gentleness of a new bom 
infant, and at tlie same time with the dignity of a 

Afterwards we went to the Bargello ; her suffer- 
ings were great, but they speedily assumed the charac- 
ter of Christian fortitude- She at once took leave of 
the varioiis topics of hopes and feai-s, which had long 
kept her noble spirit in paJnfid exercise, and turned 
to her stronghold. "Tell all, not .to pray for oiu" 
liberation, but for that increase o( faith which may 
enable us to suffer cheerfully," And then, before us 
all and the attendants, she buret forth into fervent 
prayer, especially for more feith, more love to Jesus ! 
The doctor was in the pi-ison at the time, she sent for 
him ; I was much pleased with him ; and although it 
was unusual, he said he could give her a certificate as 
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to the state of her health, requiring diet different 
from that of the common prisoners, as absolutely 
iniportant to her life. We remained an hour with 
her, Maggiorani has fixed to go to Lucca to see that 
everything is provided that can be permitted, aad 
perhaps I may go also. 

This morning early I received a most uaexpected 
notice from one of the prison officers, that she was 
going off instantly, and wished to see me. I filled a 
small basket with tea, sugar, &o. When I arrived 

at the Bargello, K very kindly let me go to her 

cell. I found her meeting this trying moment most 
nobly. She expl^ned to me that she ■wanted her 
bonnet, gown, shawl, &a these wore under the care 

of W , I soon brought tliem. She asked me 

to leave her for a few moments, when she quickly 
dressed, and appeared smiling. She said, " I have 
done nothing to my hair, for they will cut it off." 
She sent much love to you all, and so did he, men- 
tioning you by name ; she said with mueli feeling, 
" Remember mo to all the brethren, and tell them, 
should they be called to follow us, to bear what may 
be appoiated them to suffer, but never to forsake 
their God ! I desire not only to take up the Cross, 
but to bear it cheerfully wifJi abounding thaaks- 
giving. What an honor it is for such unworthy crea- 
tures to be called to suffer in the Lord's cause." I 
handed her into the carnage, and we parted under a 
great blessing; she was attended by a female jailer 
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and some gensdarmes, I can give you no account of 
his departure to Volterra ; no cloubt he is goiie. 
What barbarity, thus to separate husband and wife, 
■who have never met since their trial. I can make 
no comment. 

Your sincere friend, H. M r. 



LEITEE XXn. 

M. E to F. I> «. 

EemeinhrBnces (if viaits to tli^r Mndini. — Francesco almost 
always coinpueotl iiud happy, resigned to the ivill of God: 
bis firome^ iu Ma Bvgngelical prol'esaioti. — Agitated at a 
felse depMition against Us mfe ; Ma deep feeling for her. 
— Loft in Ms coll wliile unlocked ; effect of the stilluesa 
of the prison on Ida nervons syatem. — Maes ill prison on 
I'eEtas. — Tho prajors of tlie Maffiw for their enemies. — 
Eoaa's inferior iiealtli and nervous tcraperament ; ocea- 
sional despondency ; contrition of spirit ; snstoined b; 
faith. — Anguish at the Bufferings around her. 

FoLEEBTosE, Sopt. 4, 1852. 

My beau Feibnd,— Finding that Miss W ■ 

had sent away her copy of Francesco's letter,* I 
have again translated it for you ; it is, in my opinion, 
a precious document now, showing in Madiai's own 

• luaoiledahove; Latter XHI. TMa letter from H. B. 
was writteu io answer to an applieation for a copy of Fran- 
ceaoo's letter, fv be inserted iu this series of extracts. 
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simple, Iruthful way, his growth in grace, and in 
the knowledge and love of his Saviour. AVe think 
that you may hlte to have some of our well- 
remembered conversations with our dear Madiai ; 
we may, but I do not think we do, put an undue 
value upoa them. Make what use you like of the 
infonnation I give you; interweaye parts, or all, 
or omit it altogether in your pamphlet of extracts 
from D K 'a letters aa you think best; but I can- 
t b t b ! tl at ha m tl information from 
th ho had J 1 s h n ble profe^ons from 

tl Ij f th pn n H give au additional , 

t tadf ttl p tjilof your work, 
1 li f 11 u t tl hind f the incredulous and 
tl fCjhangladju nf Tnation flrom those 

whose high privilege it had been to visit these 
noble Christians in their prisons, and who had be- 
held with wonder and admiration the sustaining 
power of grace and simple feith, evineed by the 
holy submission of those dear prisoners. I will 
write the diiferent circumstances as I remember 
them, without amplification or comment; the truth, 
the simple truth, and nothing but the truth, do I 
communicate to you. 

With one exception, we always found Fran- 
cesco Madiai perfectly composed and happy: un- 
moved by the hopes atid fears of his iHends 
respecting his ultimate fate, he ever calmly and 
sweetly expressed "his entire resigaation to the 
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will of God ill all tilings." lie once said, "I de- 
sire to be as a lamb in His hands, to do with me 
whatsoever seemeth to Him good." Wben some 
one remarked, tliat perhaps the authorities were 
detaining him long in prison in order to induce him 
to recant, he answered warmly, "1 abjure ray feith 
and deny my Saviour? who, even in my Ixmda 
makes me so happy ! Never I They may do what they 
please with this poor body of mine; I may, perhaps, 
die in prison, but-, with God's help, I will nevoi; deny 
Him ; and what I say for myself, I am as sure of 
for my poor wife, who, weak and ill as she is in 
health, is firmer than myself in iaith; well do f 
know this." The only time when we saw him 
agitated and unhappy, was after having heard that 
a false witness had deposed that his wife had, on 
one occasion, taken from her her rosary and had 
flung it into the Piazza; he grieved lest anyone 
should believe that his wife was capable of com- 
mitting so violent and unseemly an action. He used 
sometimes to say, "I should be a stock, or a stone, 
were 1 not to feel my imprisonment and separation 
from my wife and friends; I do feel it deeply, 
sometimes, but still God makes me so very happy, 
that, were it not for my poor wife I should he con- 
tent to remain here. Sometimes, indeed, the devil 
(il Maligno) comes to tempt me to despond; when 
he does so I rise instantly, and rapidly walk up and 
down my cell, repeating my psalms, and then pray- 
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ing earnestly to my Saviour for help, and soon do I 
become calm and happier than before." 

Very beautiful and very affecting was it to see 
bim sometimes with clasped bands, and wp-turned 
tcarfal eyes, praise and thank bis merciful Saviour 
for all his great kindness to him, a miserable sinner, 
aiKl then repeating with much emotion his favorite 
lltitb and 51st Psalms. 

One day he told us tbat, the lock of his cell 
door having been broken, his jailers were consulting 
where to place bins, whilst it was being sent to be 
repaired, as fbe prison was so full there was no ad- 
jacent vacant eel! ; " Leave me where I am ; were 
every door in the prison open, I promise you I 
would not go out of it uatU I bad been tried, and I 
had made my public confession." "And so they did 
leave me," be said, laughingly. When bis friends 
told bim that they had in vain endeavoured to ob- 
tain leave to see him more fi-equently, be said, 
smiling, " I am very grateful for all your kindness, 
and it is a great pleasure to see you ; but still, I 
confess, that If I bad never seen any one, 1 am sure 
1 should have been bappy, for my good Saviour is 
ever present to comfort me." 

Hia demeanor towards his jailors was most 
gentle and courteous; be was always unwilling to 
occupy his chair until they also were accommodated. 
He sensibly felt the terrible silence and stillness of 
his last prison, the Murate, where he passed six 
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months in solitary confinement previmts to liis trial j 
he said, " It was the silence of the tomh," no sound 
of dock or Ijell reached him. He asked, as a fevour, 
to have his watch returned to him, "as a com- 
panion ;" it was refused, and he patiently bore his 
disappointment. The window of his cell was built 
up, convent fasliion, so as to adinit light and air, 
but to exclude all view of the outer, living world. 
Happy as he ever waSi^it was painful to see hia 
physical, nervous derangement, in the twitchings of 
tlta face, and tlie trembling of his hands ; still was 
ho more than conqueror, through Christ strengthen- 
ing him. 

It appeals that on Featas, mass was performed in 
the prison cliapel ; during which the door of every 
coll was opened half-way, so as to permit each pri- 
soner to see the altar. When asked what he did on 
such occasions, Madiaj answered, " I retire to the 
fui-thest end of my cell, and repeat my psalms, and 
pray." During all his trials and sufferings, no 
anger, no bitterness did he express against his per- 
eeoutors. Neither Madiai, nor his wife, ever uttered 
a word of disaffection, or of disloyalty ; on the 
contrary, they frequently prayed for their enemies, 
that it might please God to touch their hearts and 
to open their eyes to the truth, before it was too late. 

Poor Rosa's broken health, and highly nervous 
and sensitive temperament, caused her to feel her 
3 and trials more acutely, and sometjmea 
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she temporarily gave way to despondency and fear; 
and deeply touching it was to witness her deep and 
humble contrition for her occasional lack of faitL 
" Oil, 'how unlike am I to St. Paul ! I ought, but do 
not, always rejoice i«. tribulation., and never to faint, 
but the spirit is indeed willing, though the fl^ is 
very, very weak ; oh ! pray for me that my faith 
may increase." And truly, her faith enabled her to 
nialte as bold and noble a confession as did her more 
constantly rejoicing husband. Wben told of her 
husband's firmness and happy state of mind, she 
exolaimed, " Oh ! what good tidings are those, 
better, far better to me than would be the po^es- 
sion of any worldly good," One of her great trials 
was in seeing the miguish and misery of her fellotv- 
captivKi, and being unable to aid them; this, to her 
compassionate and tender nature, was a grievous 
sorrow. She w^ often, during the nights, roused 
from her slumbers by the moans of newly arrived 
prisoners, whom they were conducting to their colls ; 
and for several successive nights she was distressed 
by the screams and violence of a female prisoner, 
next door, who was accused of murder. Such were 
some of onr dear prisonei-s' trials; happy pri 



Ever your affectionate, 
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From tlio Oaszeito, dei Trilnmalc, Fiorcnce, 12th 

Juno, 1852. 

RoFAL Court of Florence, 

Camera Criminale deeideute, sitting of 4tit June, 

1852. President, Counsellor of State Signer Ni- 

coli Nervini ; Public Minister, Proc. Gen. A. 

Bicdiierai; Counsels for the defence, A. Maggio- 

rani and E. Tenici. 

Tbial op Madiai. — Impiety. 
Not having been able to assist at the debate on 
this interesting cause, as it was held, by request of 
the Public Minister, with closed doors, we hasten to 
publish the act of accusation and the sentence. 

Act of Accusation. 
The Royal Procurator-General to t/ie Royal Court 
of Florence, deposeift: 
That the Chamber of Accusation {Camera cP 
aeeusa) of the RoyaJ Court aforesaid, by a decree 
set forth 25th November last, has ordered that 
Francesco and Eosa Madiai, husband and wife, and 
Pasquale Casacci, he accused of the Crime of Im- 
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In compliance with this decree, the imdersigned 
having oxamiiied the regular instructions compiled 
in the tribunal of the firat instance, of Florence, de- 
clares that ffom the same substantially results what 
follows : — 

As regards the Madiai, tliere has existed here 
for some time, and, unhappily, it has been sought 
to propagate amongst us, a heterodox confession, 
called "The Evangelical religion, or religion of the 
pure Gospel," which, refusing ia many points the 
Roman C^tholio faith and discipline, and substitut- 
ing private judgment concerning the knowledge 
and interpretation of the Scriptures for the authority 
and traditions of the Church, impiously attempts to 
displace from the minds of the believers the pure 
and healthful principles of Catholicism, and to put 
in their stead false and condemned doctrines, to in- 
crease the number of its followers, and to enlarge 
its boundaries, to the insult and prejudice of our 
most holy religion, and the civil ordinances on which 
this rests. 

To this confession belong Francesco and Rosa 
Madiiu; who, not content with havmg apostatized 
from Catholicism, in which they were born and 
brought up, liave even sought to disseminate and in- 
sinuate in others their errors, without regard to age, 
sex, or eoudition, and directing this wicked propa- 
ganda ^^nat the weakest and least experienced, 
placed, also, under their authority. 
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It is likewise asoevtained that they lent their 
dwelling for the eonvenienee of reunions, both for 
religious exercises and for the instruction of liia 
members, particularly after these meetings were 
put down in other localities ; that such a reunion 
was held on the ITth of August last, when the pub- 
lie force discovered it, and made arrests and perqui- 
sitions ; that at various times books, tracts, and he- 
terodox works were deposited and kept there, and 
afterwards distributed by decurioni ; that, at the 
said reunions for instruction, many came, even more 
than twenty Catholics, (not excluding children,) 
some of whom thus imbibed and were confirmed in 
the errors of their sect, and that the Madiais, even 
out of this reunion, profited by every iavorable occa- 
sion to exercise proselytism, preaching and insinua- 
ting, amongst other things, maxims contrary to the 
sacrament of confession, to the real presence in the 
Holy Eucharist, to the sacrifice of the Mass, to the 
doctrine of Purgatory, to the worship of the Sacred 
Image, to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin and 
the Saints to the Priesthood, to the Pontificate, to 
the observance of certain feast-days, to the forbid- 
ding of certain food, &o. They also distributed 
Bibl^, translated, and not approved by the Church, 
and books of prayers corresponding with the errors 
mentioned. 

Some persons declare that they refused to join, 
in spite of repeated insistance ; others, that they in- 
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curred the risk of fiilling; and one (Aiitoiiietta Mar- 
sini, their servant,) confessed that she indeed fell 
into error, eo &r as to partake twice of the Commu- 
nion that they celehratc in commemoration of the 
Last Snpper, and to follow in some things Rosa Mar 
diar, who ni^ed her to hrealt the beads of her rosary 
and the scapulary she had on her nedi, as being ob- 
jects of idolatry. 

The Madiais confess to their apostacy, and deny 
the proselytizing, but admit having taught the truth, 
to those who sought it from them. They are con- 
tradicted ill tliis by not a few witnesses. 

In consequence, Francesco, son of the lata Via- 
cenzio ILidiai, 4S years old, married, without child- 
ren, native of Diaceto, in the prefecture of Pontas- 
siene, living in Florence, a courier, and letter of lodg- 
ings ; and 

Rosa, daughter of the late Stefano Pulini, wife 
of the said Madiai, native of Eom.e, living in Flo- 
renee, aged 50 ; 

Are accused of impiety, committed by the above 
mentioned individuals in the course of last year; 
■uid particularly by the Madiai, workers of a propa- 
ganda and prcselytism to the so-called Evangelical 
Contef^&lon, or the I^liglon of the Pure Gospel, not 
so nmch b; teaching as by the distribution of books 
and tiacta, to the prejudice and insult of the Catho- 
In Religion piedomiaating in the Grand Duchy; a 
ft and punishable by the 60th article of 
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the law of 30th November, 1786, and hy judicial 
observances. 

Written at the office of the Royal Procurator- 
General, at the Royal Coiirt of Florence, 6th De- 
cember, 1851. 

A. Biociur-BAi, Royal Proc. Gen. 



Speech of the FubUc Minister, Sign. A. BiccUerai. 

I have the honor of again speaking in your pre- 
Beiice, ill a cause grave, extraordinary, and delicate, 
and on this account necessary to be noiieed, as op- 
poitune and in its juridical position. 

I should never have believed that our office 
would have needed to hear accusations in defence of 
the religion of the state in this country, where every 
memorial, every building, every institution, every 
object of art — I would almost say, where even the 
very stone and cement speak to the mind, and the 
heart of all, of that august daughter of Heaven, 
under whose wings the country and people of Tus- 
cany have become illustvious, respected and en- 

StOl less should I have believed it, after that the 
so-called civil progress had shown itself peiid log and 
inclining before Her, almost to attain to that conse- 
eration, which is alone worthy to accredit and 
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givG strength to innovations, and great and splendid 
undertakings. 

Still less should I have feared to recognise in the 
enemy's rauks any sons of this same religion, after 
the extravagances of the fimatic, Jean Souohott, af- 
terwards passing into England, and thence to Ame- 
rica and Switzerland ; divided and subdivided into 
many more branches and twigs, ali working with 
most impotent means to diifiise and spread abroad 
Bibles adulterated, mutilated, or changed according 
to their fancy, and without authorized commentaries, 
in every spoken language, and even in Italian, per- 
mitting every one to read, comment upon, and un- 
derstand it according to his own private judgment, 
or the explanations of anti-Catholic ministers. 

The Eomish Church has made head against them 
as it could, by authority and instruction, by record- 
ing and reviving the discipline and prohibitions of 
the Coundl of Trent, and the provisions of Benedict 
XIV. Thus did Pius VII. Leo XIL Pius VBI. and 
more, particularly Gregory XVI. in the encyclical 
lettei' of 8th May, 1844, written explicitly to con- 
demn the Society of the Christian Alliance, which 
was instituted at New-York in 1843. 

Of this encyclical letter, (referred to in Cappel- 
lettl's History,) the following quotation is worthy of 
notice : — " It is clear, and proved by a long experi- 
ence of past times, that to draw the people irom 
fidelity and obedience to their princes, there is no 
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method so easy as that indiffereiiw! to religion whidh 
the sootai'ies propagate under the name of reh'gioua 
liberty. Nor do the new members of the Christian 
AUianee deny this, for though they profess them- 
Belvea averse to exciting civil seditious, they never- 
tbeJesa confess that, by giving the multitude the 
right of iuterpvoting the Scriptures, and thus diffus- 
ing among the Italians what they call total liberty 
of coii'dence, the political libertj of Italy will, spon- 
taneously, arise therefrom " 

These words are an anticipated comment on the 
events of our time. Cml libLrty being extended, 
and time being given to constitutional sj stems, as if 
by the consent of these, the die'eiiling or Protesttuit 
confessions, ti-ansformed and vith various titles, 
diough identical in substmce, emei^ed from their 
hiding-places, or poured foith fiouL America, Swit- 
zerland and England, into Italy and Tuscany, and 
worked hand in hand; not so much to establish 
themselves for the private benefit of fhcir followers, 
as to propagate their principles by gaining pi-oselytaa 
even from the Catholics. And Mhen the Italian go- 
vernments were in the height of diioi'dor and of 
internal revolt, wo saw this propaganda increase in 
numbers and boldness ; for to thoie who studied to 
pervert by means of religious sects, the political agi- 
tators joined themselves, and alternately gave and 
received help fiom the others; thus both parties 
pi-oceeded, their ends not always the .^ame, their 
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means also different, but produclag and working the 
same effect, doing harm to the morals and religion 
of the State, and thua to public order, on which sod- 
ety rests. Hence impious public preaching, whieh 
you condenmecl in the parisli-priest Bami ; henc« 
the offences against the Catholic religion and the 
pontificat* by means of the press, which you repeat- 
edly punished both in the journals and in the printers ; 
hence other singular acts of impiety, also repressed by 
penal justice. 

But the work most hidden, though extensive, and 
most destructive precisely, because so hidden and 
carried on insidiously, is that of the Heterodox sect 
called tlie Evangelical Confession, or of the Pure 
Gospel, and sometimes also called the Brethren. 
This could not be effioaciously laid hold on, notwitli- 
standing the many cares, attempts and measures 
adopted by government to get at it, and although it 
was well knoivn to be much extended in Florence 
and in other towns, as well as in the country. 

It was only on Sunday evening, the 17th August, 
1851, that this was accomplished, by means of access 
and arrests at the house of the accused, Madiai, fol- 
lowed up by the regular insti'uctions which opened 
the way to this trial. 

Speaking now on this matter, and it b ng n y 
■duty to sum up the results, and present th m b f e 
you, I must premise that of direct political 1 t 
the caftse of the Madiai offers no trace. TI j hgure 
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in it solely for the religious element, and for tlie con- 
sequences thus produced xipon public order. You 
will soon, indeed, have to know ajid judge another 
affair, already passed to the stadio difenaionale, in 
which both elements are combined, and where that 
of religion figureg only as a means to political dis- 
turbance. We cannot, however, aiiirm, nor do we 
allege, that the Madiai knowingly worked as the in- 
struments or organs of a political sect. The feets 
objected against them, by the accusation were direct- 
ed to themselves, and considered in their nature and 
religious tendency ; but in this end, and in these fiiots, 
ensts in reality the crime of attacks upon the religion 
of l^e State, and it is therefore indirectly politick. 

This mode of expressing ourselves will dearly 
show the spirit understood to be given, and whidi 
will be maintained with regard to the accusation. 
No ; penal justice is not so rash or foolish as to pre- 
sume to avenge the oiTended Majesty of God. And 
when we hasten to the defence of the religion of the 
State, we consider Catholicism not as what it ia in 
itself and its relations with God, but as it regards the 
advantages which it renders to public order and to 
sodety, which entertains, venerates, and favors it as 
a fundamental necessity of il« institution. 

The intrinsic dogma of the inJuUihili^ of its na- 
ture and essence, while it docs not permit one to 
suspect that the roi-.h will ever shake, nor that the 
doctrine which restg upon it will diminish by one 
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iola, yet is not a warrant or assurance that it will be 
permanent in our countries. Thia doctrine does not 
support that idea, and hbtory proves the contrary. 
Therefore, the protection and defence which penal 
justice affords is not to it nor for it, by means of it 
to the country and to society ; and thus it is a defenod 
of tlic State, of its order, its existence and prosperity. 

Far hence, then, be every apprehension, every 
anxiety which — not in your minds, but in those of 
others less experienced — might give rise to inoppor- 
tune fear or exa^erate wicked comments. The pre- 
sent cause ^va^ not originated, nor was it fed, by 
indiscreet and intolerant religious zeal. The criminal 
acts of others gave rise to it, political necessity re- 
quired it, our duty demanded it. 

But not for this have we exceeded, nor shall we 
exceed by a single line, pure legality. We venerate, 
(and who would not do so 1) equally with any one, 
individual liberty of conscience, as an internal sanctu- 
ary which cannot be violated by civil authority with- 
out the risk of disturbing the human race. 

We respect religious tolerance so iar as the 
guardian laws consent thereto, so iar as is compati- 
ble with civil good order ; and this is tantamount to 
saying, so long as tolerance exists, so long as it does 
not degenerate into lisenee or indifference, whence 
would arise that confusion, that clashing of different 
beliefs, which would end in the most deplorable civil 
disorder. 
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00 STORY or THE MADIAI. 

But what, it will be urged, are the limits marked 
out by the laws of the country for religious tolera- 
tioH? You, gentlemen, will fix tliem in the sentence. 
We will without further delay trace thera out. 

The Madiai were Catholics by birtb, by educa- 
tion, and by many years' profession. They lately 
apostatized to join the EYangelical Confession, and 
this they professed inwai'dly, and also externally ia 
the private meetings of their co-religionists here in 
Tuscaoy, and more particularly in Florence. 

But for apostacy from Catholicism, neither the 
accusation nor our ti'ibmial has made nor does make 
any reproaches. Neither is the private profession of 
the new faith imputed to them as a crime, although 
substantiated by an exterior act, perhaps, of some 
notoriety; because the law was placed under the 
necessity either to leave unpunished such an act, al- 
though connected with an mnovation of a bad prece- 
dent, and therefore dangerous — or to render illusory 
individual liberty of conscience by hindering those 
who unfortunat«ly changed their fiuth from those ex- 
ternal acts and practices, private indeed, but neces- 
sary to satisfy the requirements of tlie worship em- 
braced ; the law of the coimtry, I say, has thought 
it pmdent and discreet to pass over tlie first, rather 
than the second inconveniency. 

In tbis they are more liberal than many writera 
of worth, and certainly not intolerant, (such as 
Cremani and Forte,) who, in the profession of a hete- 
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rodoK faith by one previously a Catholic, considered 
an external act to constitute a real crime, punishable 
by the tribunals of the Statewhere Catholicism is pre- 
dominast. They are likewise more condescending 
than legislation, much more modem, particularly the 
ponal code of Sardinia of 1839, which would have 
eanclioned the same principle in the wticles 164 and 
105, aceordiag to what the lawyer Negroni observes, 
in liis treatise " On Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction in 
Criminal Cases, &c." printed at Novara in 1843, 
§ 22 to 24. 

Let us proceed, gentlemen, to the 6tli aitacle of 
the law of the 5th July, 1783, and to the 6th ind 
7th articles of the other law of the 30th October, 
1784, and from these combined, (not modified m 
tills respect, as concerns the laity, by the iitieles 
agreed with Rome 25tli April, 1851,) it will be easy 
to gather that apostacy, heresy and schism, as long 
as they are the individual defection of the Catholic 
citizen, cannot, be judged and punished in a general 
way as real crimes ; and that the most that can be 
done in similar cases is by admonitions and other 
ecclesiastical recalls, and afterwards by imploring the 
secular power asa precaution to send them into exile, 
lest contact with fhe erring should corrupt the good. 

In this sense must he understood Pog^'s " E!em, 
Jurisp. Crim. lib." 2 § 27, 32 and 34, where he ad- 
mits exile against the apostate, the heretic and the 
schismatic. 
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But va ul f all aie Ih leraarks of ■'Carmi- 
giani, Jiir Oini dem torn 2 t; 715." "Itisnecea- 
eary that a Catholic pnnco dJigently protect the 
holy religion of om Fathers But aa we should 
blush to speak without haYins; the right to do bo. 
There is no appomted pum&hment in our constitution 
against heretics apo tales and scliismatics ; it is sufli- 
cient, it they only exist and have been proved to be 
obstinately attached to their errors, that they he 
banished from tie State, lest they should corrupt 
others by their persuasions or example." 

And I add, (from a complete exposition of Tus- 
can legislation,) that the same project of our penal 
code, now pendiDg in examination, proceeds in arti- 
cle 159, upon tbe same premises, i. e. not to admit 
under the category of crimes simple and individual, 
apostacy and heresy ; and there have been given the 
reasons for this in the relative report printed a. c. 
97 e. segg. 

But though we do not prosecute the Madiai for 
apostacy from Catholicism or tJieir own personal 
profession of the Evangelical Confession, we cannot 
say the same of their acts and eiforts directed to 
spreading among others the same errors, to propa- 
gate in a Catholic country, and to the prejudice of 
Catholicism, this anti-Catholic confession. 

When dissent in religion proceeds from personal 
individuality, and is declared externally with a view 
to the corruption of others, or by assuming the cha- 



B> Google 



ractcrof proselytism, aU writers, even tho most tole- 
rant and liberal, (except, perhaps, those who have 
been, or are, the voice of revolution,) ^ree in recog- 
nizing it as a ctItoo. In such a case, the reii^'on of 
the State suffers from an attaoli on itself and its pro- 
lessors; puhlic order is disturbed by it, and society 
would compromise itself if it left sueh an act un- 
noticed and unpunished. The individual cannot thea 
complain of restricted liberty of coascience, -of inva- 
sioa of the secrets of Ms belief, nor of coercion on 
his thoughts. It is not an evil of the mind, but a 
voluntary delinquency manifested in aa external act, 
that we oppose : it is against the ei'il which the 
seductive efforts would propagate, that we place a 
baiTier : it is for the defence of others that we provide. 

And here really lies, and. very reasonably, the 
difference between the religion of the State and the 
other professions whidi are tolerated there; since, 
while one should and does fevor the difiiision of the 
former, (as CremMii observes, and after him, the 
above-mentioned report supplemental to the new 
penal code,) to the other professions is permitted its 
private exercise to those who belong to it; but it is 
forbidden them to form a propaganda, or engage in 
the work of proselytizing, as this is not necessary to 
the maintenance and free profession of one'g own 
convietions and the peculiar principles of one's faith. 

We will now proceed to the authorities, and be- 
gin at the source. After the peace given to the 
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Church by Constaiiline, and after the Catholic was 
pronounced to be the religion of the State, {l. eunclos 
populoa eod. de sw«m trintl^ the Emperors Theo- 
dosius and Valentinian, in the /. eum quts cod. de 
apostat, thus expressed themselves: — "We find it 
good to punish by death ancl confiscation of property, 
him who by service, persuasion, or by constrained 
advice, has passed from the worship of the Christian 
religion to any of those infamous sects or rites." 

" If a Jew persuades a Chi-istian to embrace his 
religion, he shall be prosci-ibed, and suffer the punish- 
ment of death." 

Descending to periods less remote, we may re- 
mark that Ferdinand, the third Medicean Grand 
Duke, when on the 10th June, 1693, he granted the 
well-know privileges to the Jews and others not 
Christians, to attract them to Leghorn anj! Pisa, 
twok the precaution to declare, article 20, that "you 
must not dare to attempt in any way to persuade 
any Christian to join your ritual, and in case of such 
action we desire that you be punished severely, i» 
conformity with, the lawsJ" 

I omit the historical fact of the Huguenots, not 
accepted to people the Maremme, and that of ce- 
meteries and chapels so lately conceded to Protes- 
tants within the Grand Duchy for their private 
religious services, although these also prove the care . 
always taken by the Prince and Government of 
Tuscany to defend the country from heterodox 
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proselytism. I return to the writer on Criminal 
Law. Cremojii, | 15, expresses himself thus: 

"The Catholic prince has always been careful 
that those who oppose themselves to Catholidsm 
should exereiae themselvra in their own religion in 
private only; and that they should do it without 
iiarm, he made them embrace the abjured religion, 
or Cathoiio, in public. He had also other rights, to 
prevent them from being easily seduced by those 
who are abandoned to errors. 

" But if the guiity person dares to preach apoa- 
taoy among us, and does not blush to join himself 
to a party, he shall undoubtedly undergo the pun- 
ishment appointed by our law against other impious 
persons, tlie enemies of society." 

Forti admits the same principle, Isiitinff, Civ. 
art. 115; "If an unhappy creature, having had the 
misfortune to be born in a place where the divine 
light of the Gospel had not shed its rays, persists 
in the error of a false belief; if others, though 
born in the bosom of tie true religion, lose their 
way in the holy doctrine taugbt by the Redeemer, 
proclaimed by the Councils, and acknowledged by 
the Church, to enter the road to perdition, falsely 
persuaded that this will lead him to the gates of 
salvation ; or if he unhappily nourishes in his 
thoughts some other abominable impiety, but, not- 
withstanding this, respects outwardly tie public 
religion and public worship, does not outrage the 
9* 
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general belief, and does not seek to difiiise in others 
his errors for the purpose of finding companions in 
iniquity, or to become the apostle of unbelief, — 
society cannot have recourse to those punishments 
which refer to the external actions of man, and con- 
sequently cannot apply to merely internal faults. 
The law caimot exalt itself to be the supreme di- 
rector of consciences, nor has it the right to arm 
itself to constrain them to the true faith ; by so 
doing, it would put itself in opposition to the 
naaxims of that same august religion that it desires 
to protect, and far from removing impiety and er- 
rore, and preventing public scandals, would operate, 
perhaps, more widely to diffuse them, and would 
oceasioR, by the punishment, those evils which the 
guilt itself would not cause. 

" Punishments are but evils, to which recourse 
must only be had in cases absolutely necessary to 
obviate greater evils. Hence the principal feulta 
connected, with religious belief, when they do not 
degenerate into proselytism, being faults only of 
the mind, can only be coiTected by means tending 
to enlighten the mind, instead of those directed to 
coerce the will," &e. 

And this principle is sanctioned for us ia the 
60th article of the law of 30th of November, 1786, 
and by the existing Legislation that explains it. 

Article (10. "Whoever with impious intent 
dares to profane the divine mysteries, by violently 



B> Google 



disturbing the sacred functions or otherwise ooro- 
mitting puiblie unpiety, and wlioever teaches pub- 
licly masims contrary to our holy religion," &c. 

Here, every cue will feel, tln-ce hypotheses are 
contemplated : 

1. The profanation or disturbance of the divine 
mysteries fturbatio sociommj. 

2. The act of public impiety. 

3. Public teaching of maxims contrary to tho 
Catholic religion. 

But with regard to the three categories, as well 
a. t tha puM c tj here t the invpiima act of the 
CO d a d tl e/ hi teach g of the third case, it 13 
k V how c ¥ 1 liw ged 1 y the necessity of not 
recog % g defecta n tl e la v or to supply them 
w tl com on r ght has h ed and always observed, 
a no g t other tl e f !lo i g t vo canons : 

1. That the publicity above referred to occurs 
when the act has been directed to not less than 
three persons, although not on purpose gathered 
together. 

2. That even should publicity be absolutely 
wanting, the crime would cot therefore cease, but 
would be punished with a less hard penalty than 
that of forced labour, {now the Ei^astolo,) as it 
should be remembered that the 60th article of tho 
law of 17S6 does not precisely define the limits of 
the crime against the religion of the state; but 
rather indicates demonstratively to what one should 
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have reyoui-sc foi- the purpose 
imputation and the penalty; and that for the defi- 
nition and oireumseription of the crime, one must 
recur to the puhlio right, modifying and applying 
the penalty with the spirit of the law just quoted, 
of 1786. 

I do not cite particular authorities with which 
all are aeq« imted and which you, gentlemen, have 
often extmmed and applied m fiie last two years. 
The resolution m the caae of Manfredini, in 1804, 
may suffi & for aU 

Neither do I fear that that will be maintmned 
which wag mentioned before the Council Chamber 
by the honorable detendei of the Madiai, namely, 
that the fundamentai statute of 1848, not yet abo- 
lished at the period of the i,nme in question, en- 
larging the circle of toleration and giving liberty to 
every hcln,f lUidered almost impossible under its 
dominion the crime of religious proselytism. 

No: the condition of Tuscany was, in this 
respect, under the statute what it had been before, 
Mid what it has now returned to be. If the statute 
did not declare, conformably with the law of 1st of 
May, 1814, that the Roman Catholic and Apostolic 
was the dominant religion, at least it called it " The 
only religion of the State; "and the other reli^ons 
are spoken of in the following terms: "The other 
professions now existing are permitted conformably 
with the laws." This permission, thus subordinate 
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conforma'biy to the existing laws, proves evidently 
that all the principles of law and jurispvudence, till 
then-put forth, remained in full vigour ; and it was 
so much the more necessary to respect them, that 
the dangers to he avoided fov the reli^on of the 
State were increased, hy enlarging civil liberty, 
and admitting all the citizens to the public em- 
ployments. 

Besides, it would be quite unreasonable to pre- 
tend that this liberty opened the way to such great 
and lax toleration, since every one might have said, 
done, and preached, or at least taught ia matters of 
religion, whatever they pleased to the Catholics. 
Knowledge of such a fact would of necessity have 
led to iatitudinarianism, and thus have cancelled the 
first words of the statute, that it was founded only 
on Catholioism. 

Too many, both here and elsewhere, have, in 
fact, shown that they understood it in the former 
manner, because that suited them; bat this was 
license, not liberty, not rectitude but calumny, not 
right but crime. And one should be answerable 
for this. 

Gentlemen, I have endeavoured thus far to ex- 
plain, with doctrinal and reasonable deductions, all 
that in history or right seemed to me strictly 
necessary clearly to dispose, appreciate, and resolve 
on the present cause, I will now come nearer the 
case itself, and speak of Francesco and Rosa Madial 
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The act of acciisatioa, already knomi, dis} 
■with the necessity of making a long exposition of 
the elementary fiuits which are there eoileeted, and 
I believe, with truth, precision, aiid without ex- 
aggeration. 

The results of the trial seem to me to have 
verified and espliiined them, as much as was neces- 
sary not only for legal, but moral conviction. 

I mention particularly the entire, irrefragable 
depositions of Antonietta Marsini and Antooia 
Zaccagnini, which arc very full upon all the eiiargea 
brought to bear not only on Madiai, but also on 
liK wife. Their modes of deposition, the coincidence 
between them in many circumstances, as well as in 
Other depositions and m the documents: the feet 
that they could have had no interest to lie or ca- 
lumniate, powerfully speaks in their lavor, and 
recommend them to your justice and conscience. 
I cannot admit any valid objections against belief 
in their testimony. If there appear to be any, they 
are hazarded with respect to tlie woman Madiai, 
but all irrelevant, inconclusive, and not verified, nor 
capable of being verified. These depositions suffice, 
in my opinion, to decide in favor of the accusation. 

We may, nevertheless, also take into account 
the frequent discussions of Vecchioni, either with 
MadiM or his wife, in which they inetdcated ialse 
and impious principles, intending "to turn aside 
her also," so that for this reason she ceased to 
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work in their service. Nor must we overloolc tlie 
depositions of Buccioliai with regard to the wiclted 
insinuations of Madame Madiai, and the douhts of 
tile above-mentioned Marsini and Zaceagnini at an 
uu^Qipeeted period. 

We may also add, with regard to Prancesco 
Madiai, the depositions of Guiseppe Centofimti, 
Guiieppe Cavaciocclii, Serafmo Vaiinini, and Enrico 
Mj.tterassi. 

From the declarations of tiic « 
n^med, it is proved tliat tiie Madiai ^ 
niodation in theii" house to the Evangelical r 
not only for the exercise and confirmation of the 
converts, but al-jO for instruction for others, for 
the most part Florentines of low extraction, and 
Catliulies, and also little children, w ho should have 
liccii sustained and brought up in Catholicism, 
That these were generally gathered together in 
the evening, and sometimes in the day, and that a 
certain Mdan, an Evangelical minister, came tliore 
to teach those initiated, but not yet admitted to 
communion, and after he wa^ banished from 
Florence, others came m his stead and performed 
hi" part. 

It has been proved that '"this house they le- 
ceived, Ifept, and distributed, personally, and by 
means of deciirione, books and tracts of the Evan- 
gelical sect, printed in London, Florence, or else- 
where : that this distribution in the town and 
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country was not mode by Madiai alone, but also 
by his wife (as well as others,) who sometimes 
rejoiced, at the increase of brethren, and the recent 
success of file propaganda, compared witb tie pre- 
ceding sterility. Among the said books were the 
Bible in the Italian of Diodati, and prayer-books oi 
the Protestant sects, which were given to Zaccagnini 
and Marsini, and sold for a small sum . also to 
Materassi and Centofanti, as well as to others not 
known. 

It has been proved that the Madiai (who had 
hung up in a room a small print quite opposed to 
Catholicism) did not lose opportunides to instniot 
in, and draw to, their creed even Catholics, by ridi- 
culiag and throwing discredit on the fundamental 
principles of the Catholic dogma, and substituting 
others of their sect. The act of accusation sums 
up the principal errors by them inculcated, which 
are many and diverse. All have been proved by 
the depositions of the witnesses, and they may also 
be proved by the so-called articles of religion in 
the said book of Protestant prayers given to Mar- 
sini by Madame Madiai. These errors, and this 
impiety, cannot be classed as such without the judg- 
ment of the Church. But . as they consist in the 
elementary principles, it wiU be sufficient to refer, 
as was done in die case of Barni, to the most obvious 
and elementary opinions of the Christian doctrine, 
as well as to the rules and discipline of the Coundl 
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of Trent. I will not pause to make the comparison, 
for fear of further wearying the court, but I can 
assure you that there is no error mentioned in the 
act of accusation which has not been condemned by 
a canon of the said Council, or other earlier oecu- 
menical Councils. 

It has been proved, finally, that the woman 
Zaccagnini was mueli loosened from her Catholic 
convictions by the plausible address of Madame 
Madtai, suid perhaps, also, by the benefits she 
bestowed or procured for them from others ; and 
Marsini was still more disturbed, and was induced 
by the insinuations of Madame Madiai to dispense 
with scapulanes and rosaries, and was induced 
t\vice to partake (as they say) of the communion ; 
it signifying little that the first time she did it of 
her own will, blinded by the corruption of her 
mind, caused by the teaching of the said woman 
Madim, 

In these facts, it seems to me, there is proof of 
entire and consummate impiety, of proselyfism, 
which, 1 repeat, ought to be considered as impiehf of 
act. r^ulting, that is, from single or diverse acts, in 
which oral teaching only constitutes one part, and 
which, therefore, will fall under the second rather 
than under the third category (though this a matter 
of indifference) of crimes in the 60th article of the 
law quoted of 1786. 

Neither is it neccssaiy to recur to the aid of the 
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jurisprudeneo as far as regards pvbliciit/, sinco the 
teaching haa been secretly diffused, siiid given or 
procured individually, or almost individually. That 
did not cousdst merely m oral teaching of anti- 
Catholic doctriuea, if wo duly appreciate the de- 
positions of the oft-mentioned Zaceagnini and 
Mai'siui. 

But leaving thi^ and proceeding with the ei'Ite- 
rion of regarding proseljtism as an ascertained fact, 
resulting from many and diverse individual facts, 
it is easy to arrive at the fitct of publicity, and not 
only that real, actual, effectual, which would, 
indeed, lie sufficient as far as regards the natural 
inevitable consequence of the act, but also that 
inherent to the act itself, and thus part or portion 
of the same. 

The repeated admissdon to the domestic coii- 
fijrenees of many people, (sometimes above thirty, 
often mure than ten, latterly only, in consequence 
of the increased risk inenn-ed on account of tho 
greater vigilance of the Government, reduced in 
number to four or five,) this repeated and frequent 
admission, I &ay, of many people, not yet all se- 
parated from Calholieism, but on the way to sepa- 
ration, and to perfect or confirm themselves in the 
evil ; the convenience and aid afforded to the dis- 
tribution of books and tracts calculated to lead 
astray, are facts which plainly and truly indicate 
publicity. Mid whidi cannot be separated from this 
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without destroying them. In thb sense, and with 
these same causes, does EaflLiolU imderstiind publi- 
city in his Noviatesia Penale, quoted and reported 
by Boberli Dirillo Penale, torn, iv., art. 53 ; the 
said Eobsrti hkewiae understands it in this sense, 
and thus, also, the Sardinian penal code, oit. art. 
1C4, recognising it in the dispatch or disti'ibution of 
books, or otlior printed works attacliing religion, as 
well as in pu))lic teaching or public hai-aiigues. ( V. 
Neijroni, too. clt. sec. 22.) 

For the i-est, it was public and notorious that 
tliero existed a confession of the pure Gospel ; public 
and notorious that this was directed against Catho- 
licism, and loudly and unweariedly declared against 
certain legislative and Governiuent measures; public 
and notorious that the Miidiai belonged to the siud 
confession; finally, public and notorioua (and this is 
to tho point) that they took part efficaciously and 
heartily in the propagation of the fabe doctrine, ia 
tho distribution of wicked books; so that the pri^rt 
of their parish felt himself compelled to make a 
report of it to tho episcopal authority, to be ena- 
bled to provide a remedy, as it treated really of 
doctrine. Thus publicity in the sense aud for the 
requirements of the law was not wanting; on the 
contrary, it was great, tlierefore scandalous and 
highly huitful. 

Of tho guilty intention, I do not think a ques. 
tion can arise. It is inhei-ent in the criminal fact. 
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Whoever works the Protestant prop^anda, to the 
prejudice of Catholicism, intends and desires that 
this should fail, and that prevail. No one -would 
proselytize without desiring to do harm to the 
object against which he wars. This appears cleai- 
to me, and this exhausts the formal reality of the 
crime. The analogous terms, if you choose, may ' 
be seea in the learned observations of the " Ruota 
Criminale," in the celebrated cause of saei-ilege 
and falsity, against the priest Eorsini, concluded 
by the decision of 14th May, 1831. — Belatore 
Bologna. 

I will not expatiate on the depositions of the wit- 
nesses, called in favor of the Madiai, and particu- 
larly of Rosa,* They appear to me quite irrelevant 
to tie cause. Most of them apply to a period pre- 
vious to that in which Madame Madiai declares to 
have deddedly and really abandoned the Catholic 
communion, to join the Evangelical ; and all those 
who speak of acts of respect to the articles of reli- 
gion, to the sacraments, priests, saints, undoubtedly 
refer to a time previous to that included in the 
present cause. None of them, besides, relates facts 

* The atlTOGate then entered on a long argament in favor 
oFKasa Madiai, on the plea t!iat slie bad, on various occa" 
dons, ai declared by the nitnessea, acted as though she hod 
etill been of the Eoioish church. This was done in order to 
prove that she did not openly insult the Roman Catholic reli- 
pon. We do not undertake to defend his line of argument. — 
IVons. 
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wlilcli ■destroy or shaks tlwac of the acausation. That 
to u priest aod Catholic oai'S, conducted into thdr 
houso by a rolatioa, tho Madiai should even in 
1851 show themsolvos as Catholics, nnd iiot« tempt 
to convert him, was but too natural, and I will say 
necessai-y, as well as prudent, particularly at a time 
v;heii tha Government opurations had, in many 
ways, and on many oocivsiona, shown themselves 
against the work of their ae?t. The same will hold 
good with reapcet to wlmt Eosa did before a person 
who, at another time, had seen her maintain the part 
of a good Catiiolic, at the bedside of an infirm and 
dying woman. 

The acts of goodness, aatural probity, and bene- 
volence, that Madame Madiai wbhed to urge in ar- 
rest of judgment, may causa one to grieve more 
over her separation from Catholicism, but cannot 
free her from the present crim.o and accusation, nor 
diminish tie imputation east upon her. 

To cstimAto this, one must, I think, take into ac- 
count the more aggravated evil, that tha Madiai 
were Catholics, and the greater scandal that this 
cii-cumstance produced and maintains, and their ob- 
stinacy, which does not deci'Cftse, bnt rather gains 
strength in the iUce of the special government and 
Uigislative maasuros. 

Neither do t think that after those measures, par- 
ticularly after the law of the S5th April, 1851, and 
the condemnation, in consequence, of Count Guicoiar- 
10* 
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dini, of Bctti and others, their co-religionists, one 
can speak of the good faitii of the Madiai, or of their 
having any doubts »a to the nature of what they 
did cautiously and with reserve, plainly showiog 
their consdousness of not being permitted to do so. 
Things being in this position, the case of the 
Madiai offers, if I mistake not, all that weight of 
criminality for which the 60th ai'ticle of the ]aw of 
1786 desires, that such crimes be punished " with 
the utmost rigor, and never with a less penalty than 
of forced Jabor ;" which had, and still has, means to 
apply itself to the greatest as well as to the least 
degrees of crime. I do not propose a difference be- 
tween the two accused, because their guilt appears 
to me equal, considered thus in the lawful feets of 
harm, as in the formal reality of action. 

In the case of Buletti, (decided 7th August, 
1851,) you fixed the term of imprisonment at thir 
teen months; in thatofMesseii (decided the 13th of 
the same month) you oidered the =ame jumsh- 
ment for a year But in these tases the impiUy 
eonsistfid in single and isolated feets of contempt for 
the sacred image , scandalous facts undoubtedlj , but 
such, however, while they show (he depiavity of 
mind, and irreligion of the agents, as do not so 
easily disturb the faith of others nor bear a ho tile 
attack on the religim of the state, being in their nir 
ture disagreeable and repulsive The ciime of tha 
Madiai, politically considered, m itself and m the 
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naeans employed, is much graver and more hurtful 
Ihan those. I do not thinlt 1 shal! exaggerate, how- 
aver, if I malte my final request for one of the infe- 
rior degrees of exemplary punishment. 



Defence of ike Accused, hy the Sign,. Odaardo 
Maygiorani. 

" In matters uf religion we ought to avoid the 
use of the penal laws. It is true that these laws 
cause fear ; but since religion has its own penal 
law^, which also cause fear, one must be conquered 
by the other." Placed between these two, the 
minds of men become ferocious. 

KelJgion has gi-eat threateaings and, at the same 
time, great promises ; so tiiat when the=ie are pre- 
sent to our mind, " whatever may be done by the 
udge to make us abandon our religion, it seems as 
though he leave us nothing if he take that away, and 
that he takes away nothing if he leave \!s that."* 

These solemn words of Montesquieu sum up all 
the questions which I shall propo-.e to ^ou They 
are at the same time the conciusinn and the com- 
mencement of the weighty argumeats by which I 
desire to be able to prove to you, that society has 
lothing to hope fi om jud rial irM^ujiitiuns, but rather 
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* Monte Eiquieu, As 1 Espiit dea Lois Iit x 
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everything to fear, if it is attempted, by mcaiia 
of these, to arrest the progress of heterodox idoiis. 
Such proof would not bo without its value, It 
would seem to me opportune, wht^u, for the first 
time ill these halls is Bouadod a:i aeeusatiou. of pi-os- 
elf/thm, aiid the wise custom is broken whicli ban- 
ished from our law tiio sanetioa of this crime. It 
would seem, to me opportune, when you and I (in- 
deed who does not see it ?) are witnesses of the inter- 
est tjtken in this judgment by the public conscioncc, 
which, a short time ago, had not even .1 suspicion 
that the bases of civil and religious society were un- 
dermined, and which now stands in apprehension 
lest the already enormous weight of our political 
calamities, if not added to, sliould be aggravated by 
a question which of itself alone, ([ will not say 
where the fault lies,) has sufficed to desolate, for 
many centuries, the greater pnrt of the Christian 
world. The public mind had not foreseen this rais- 
fortuae at which to-d(ty it feels so troubled. Not 
long Rgo it openly applauded a great genius* who, 
treating of the political question, proclaimeci that 
Italy could never become Protestant ; smd this ap- 
plause, if It was a homage rendered to ti-uth, should 
havu been worth, as a guarantee, that no one would 
be hardy enough to lend a hand to the rash undertak- 
ing. This unusual n-y of the accusation fills with 
sudden tt.>rror the ignorant city, which cannot per 

* Gioberti, del Primato morale e civile degl' Italinai. 
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Buade itself that its religion can have so suddenly 
been placed in so much danger, that the disturbance 
of a trial can be preferable to that generous and in- 
ti'epid toleration which, in our public right, is almost 
traditional. 

The novelty of the accusation, however, the pub- 
lic fear, the harm which is certain to arise from this 
judgment would pereuade me to discourse, at some 
length, on the great questions summed up in the 
word* of tie ancient President of the Parliament of 
Bourdeaux. But I am not of sufh long standing, 
neither is this the place to discuss that which apper- 
tains to a merely moral order, unless it reflects di- 
rectly on the judicial question. 

To define, by its extremes, the crime of pros- 
elytiam — to inquire if these extremes are to be 
found in the facts objected against the accused — to 
show the invalidity or irrelevance of these facts: 
such is the office to which it is necessary that I con- 
fine myself. 

And I announce it to you, now: but that 1 may 
propose to you an exact definition of the title, I must 
premise, with some considerations, which are of use 
to separate it from what does not belong to it. You 
and I ought to determine the crime of proselyiism 
by the guidance of our dvU and penal laws: to sepa- 
rate from, this cause all that regards a different and 
superior order, and which might easily be confused 
in our researches. To this I confine myself, examin- 
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iag what are the relations of those laws with reli- 
gious matters. 

Liberty of conscience, the toleration of all relt 
gious opinions, tliese groat fundamental principles o: 
our public riglit, are those which rule the question 
Political reasons, civil reasons, economical reasons, 
moral or Christian reasons, all concur in guarautee- 
ing its inviolability. 

The state reproseuta, in the political order, sod- 
ety such as it is, in its reality, in its internal ■3ivl 
eioHs, with its intellectual and moral dissensions. 
Its purpose is to assure to all men, whatever th€ 
difforonces that separate them, those conditions ol . 
their intellectual, moral, religious or material devel- 
opment, which the conscience of each one has 
judged preferable. Even the atheist, according to 
Fiiangieri, has, a right to social protection. Accord- 
ing to others, to him alone may this protection be 
denied, because atheism is not a religious doctrine, 
and the State need not lend it any succor : secondly, 
every man ought to bo free to profess the religion 
which best pleases hini, but one he ought to profess, 
and there is no i-oligion without the eternal principle 
of God. Therefore, every religion has a right to b« 
tolerated hy the state, which abandons en-or to the 
fete reserved for it, that is, to be destroyed by the 
progressive knowledge of the truth. 

And that which is in the nature of the state is 
also f jr its best interests. Since &omid policy re- 
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19 that men should not be provolied to vioJation 
o law, nor to martyrdom ; and wJioever acta 
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some mannei, ci\il wai 

To thew pol ti al rci&ons may be added civil 
ones Siuee the fiist ponsca ion of min is thit of 
the thought-! and eon8Cit,nce a possession fiee and 
im LoUblt, 1 fj.culty which cunoot be coerctd, upon 
which God hiiniolf lets by the giacc and light of 
truth ' If the origin of social powei should be de 
lived fiom tin. tacit oi piesumod consent of the peo 
pie, It IS easy to prove that it could never have been 
the intention of any man to limit persona! liberty, 
beyond what was necessary for the preservation and 
advancement of the social coudition."* Hence one 
could not, without invading the most sacred of pes- 
sessions, impose on the human conscience a religion 
distasteful to it. 

* Forti, iat. dv. lib, 2 ciip, 3 ^ 5G. 
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la the third place, we have economical reasons : 
since there cannot be material prosperity ia a state 
where religious intolerance makes of a part of the 
citizens, and sometimes tlie most considerable, a 
class of persons unrecognized, denies them the bewe- 
fits of the common law, interdicts them public offi- 
ces, degrades in them the moral sense, and clips the 
wings of all noble aspirations. This, besides being an 
enormous injustice, is a political error. It is an in 
justice, because if you except tlie atheist or him who 
professes a religion of deprayed morality, every dis- 
senter may not only nourish, but constantly exercise 
most scrupulously, the maxims of honesty and up- 
rlgktness. It is a political error,because, if noonecau 
deny that religion, as an internal sanction of the 
truth, is one of the greatest guarantees for the good 
of sooiety, then it is likewise cert^n that, considered 
in this point of view of social utUity, it satisfies 
the dvil wants of men under whatever form of wor- 
ship, and with whatever dogmatical doctrine. True 
it is that one ought not to participate in the errors 
of others; but society ought not to expel others 
from her midst because they hold different coavio- 
tious. " One ought not to hate him who errs 
on account of the error, nor iove the en-oY on ac- 
count of love to him who errs."* History warns us 
how, in former times, the economical conditions of 

* Greg. I. 43. 
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society were extremely deteriorated where intoler. 
aiiee flourished, whereas they were wonderfully ad- 
vantaged where the contrary principle was carried 
out. The Republic of Venice, compared witli the 
rest of Italy, and still more strikingly with the other 
iiatioaa at tliat stru^ling epoch, proves this truth, * 

But even if all these, and many other reasons, 
failed to persuade one that the principle of liberty 
of conscience and religious toleration should be re- 
spected, CSiristiaa morality would yet plead for it, 
and fie interests of religion, in the name of which 
primitive justice is iirvoked. 

"The morality of the Gospel wan announced to 
the nations as a law of eliarity. According to the 
Apostle Paul, ckirity enlivens faith, aad holds the 
first place among lie Christian virtues, Tbis charity 
embi-aces all the human race, comprehending Chris- 
tians and iiifidels, righteous and sinners. The differ- 
ence of faith does not fi-ee one from the natural 
obligations of humanity, nor from the civil obliga- 
tiiMis imposed by the law, or arising from convention. 
The Christian ought to hate the sin, See from the 
dangers to which the sinner might expose him ; but 
cannot, by reason of the sin, cease to consider as a 
man him whom he knows to be guilty. To those 
who err, should be given coimsels, admonitions, and 
fraternal correction ; but they cannot be put beyond 

* Dam, Iliat, Ae Veniee. 
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the law of humanity. This doctrine, derived from 
the purest fountMus, was taught even in those times 
when practice seemed most to contradict it. Those 
very laws which conceded unbounded lisenee towards 
the persons of the heretics, nevertheless supposed 
that they acted without hatred or without persona! 
rancor, almost as delegates of the public authority, 

* * * Human life is a time of grace and hope, 
nor can man, who is ignorant of tiie mysteries of 
Divine Providence, take upon himself to decide if 
Ms brother, who lives in error, may not in time ren- 
der the most splendid testimony to tbe truth, * 

* * To punish error with temporal penalties, is 
to anticipate Divine justice, and almost to desptur 
of truth. Persecution renders the persecuted more 
obstinate ; gives the consolation of the affections to 
their opinions; cuts short the road to mature refleo- 
tion, and miiltiplies the moral impediments to re- 
pentance. Hence it appears that the praetiee of 
seeking out the private opinion of individuals, and 
making it an article of crime, is opposed to the good 
of religion. The distinction between the internal 
and external forum is essential not only to civil, but 
to ecclesiastieai laws." * 

Droz, afier having said that he hopes never more 
to see persecutions nor religious wars, and that this 
century may not end before the work of re-union 

* Foi'fi, loc. cit. 



B> Google 



already attempted by Bossuet is undertaken again, 
adds : " To prepare the way for that union wMoli 
will fill heaven and earth with joy, let us show our- 
selves always just, aifectionate, ready to do service 
to our deluded brethren. Mueh is doue towards 
the union of mind when hearts are brought near 
together. They know not how much harm they do 
who exaggerate Catholic prmeiples, and thus, without 
intending it, alter the Word of God. They terrify 
minds which need eneouri^ement ; their bitter lan- 
guage drives back those who would walk towajvja 
them, while the voice of charity produces effects 
very different."* 

If to these reflections you would add the authority 
of the Chuii-h, you will find as much as you caa 
deMic 

St Giegoiy, in the most unhappy times of 
Christiamty, denominates tyrannical the punish- 
ments inflicted on heretics, since the misfortuue 
which 13 a consequence of the fault seenaed t« Mm 
sufficient punishment. He says there are evOa 
which cannot be cured by punishment, but must be 
tolerated. And even the Apostolic ConstitutJoiia 
contain this teaching, said to be of St. Ambrose, f 



le italiaoa del padre Tanziiii 4 97. 

1i; V. 3; sii 34 si. IG, Conct. ap. vi. 23. 
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In another place, after liaviag inculcated that 
Dissenters should not be driven back with yiolence, 
Gregory adds, that whoever acts differently, shows 
that he has at heart his own cause more than that of 
God. 



With these maxims, and to this teaching, fact 
does not always accord. Let us cover with a black 
veil those monuments of the ferodty which dared to 
call itself the keeper and vindicator of the Gospel. 
We should regulate our actions by the divine law, 
and not by human passions ; and the divine law 
cannot be more explicit. 

The Apostolic Constitutions declare that it was 
forbidden to every bishop, priest, or deacon to speak 
to the unbelievers, or to force them to change their 
religion. Chrysostom teaches that one ought not to 
recall Christians from error by coercion and violence, 
because against error no other force is given to 
Christiana but that of the word ; and if this does not 
avail, all is lost. 

These are the rules of Christian morals, which 
make liberty of conscience and religious toleration 
a necessary, inviolable principle. Sound philosophy 
had indicated this before the light of revelation shone 
OR the human mind. Cicero had proclaimed that 
religion cannot be preserved by violence and fear, 
but by those relations with which man binds himself 
to God. 
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And conformably to these maxims we find the 
Fathers of the Church to have acted. Indeed more 
than once St, Gregory gave a safe conduct to the 
heretics, to take away every suspieioa that he wished 
to use violence ; which proves tliat he had the power 
to punish, but did not choose to make use of it. 
And St. Ilario prayed the emperar to permit the 
people to choose freely their masters, and hitterly 
lamented that the church would constrain people to 
the faith by exiles and prisons, almost accusing of 
weakness that Chi-ist, whose name they make a cloak 
for their own ambition. 

I will not go on seekhig the many examples I 
could adduce to prove to you that civil persecution 
never succeeded in extirpating hci-esies, but rather 
taught how tljey mij^ht be malidously prop^ated. 
If you glance at the history of the first centuries of 
the Christian era, down to modern times, you will 
find sufficient to persuade you of this. From the 
time of the Goths who, under Theodoric brought 
Arianism among us, down to the errors of Hermes 
and Rouge, what has not been done to extirpate 
Anti-Catholic creeds? Still we have never succeeded, 
and the occasion for heresy, given by St. Paul,** haa 
now received the seal of nineteen centuries. 

To one single example will I refer, to prove that 

' 1 Cnr. li. 19. "For fhnre must aleo be lieresies among 
you, that they wliicii are a]>proyed may be made maoifeBt 
among you." 
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only with mildness and counsel it has been possible 
in some places to obtain wiat processes and condem- 
nations did not procure ia the greater part of the 
world. The blood of the Huguenots inimclated, for 
two months, in the sixteenth century, the whole of 
France. Was heresy conquered? Civil war arose 
more tremendous than ever, and in 1598 was pro- 
mulgated the edict of Nantes, which secured to the 
Protestants the exercise of their worship, and the 
rights of citizens. Such was the last result of the 
massacre that rendered memorable the fearful night 
of St. Bartholomew. 

In one place only the horrid carnage was not 
executed, Jean Hennuyer, Bishop of Lisienx, op- 
posed all the force of his authority and his character 
to the royal lieutenant who communicated to him his 
barbarous mission; and the Huguenots of Lisieux 
were saved. And Mmmbourg, in his History of 
Galvanism, states that in this place alone were the 
Huguenots persuaded to abandon their faith.* 

Reason, science, experience, history, all support 
the authority of the principle of liberty of conscience 
and religious toleration. Let not the words appear 
idle which I have spent on these arguments ; they 
bear directly on the interests of the defence. Vattle f 
says it is a shame to humanity that a truth of this 

* Maimbourg Hist tlu Calvimem, liv. vi page 355-356. 
i Le droit dea gena. liv. 1 J 197. 
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nature needs to bo proved. He saja tiiis, however, 
after having clearly demonstrated it. For there ia 
no principle, be it ever so true and clear, which ought 
not to he amply demonstrated when it is destined to 
exert a powerful influence on the ease in question. 

Applying this principle with that system of 
elimination which ought to lead ns to circumscribe, 
ill its true terms, the idga of the crime of proselytism, 
it is quite clear that there cannot now be question of 
apostaev o of heresy in the civil tribunals. Our 
la V deed which, particularly after the reform of 
1786 were aspired by the principle of toleration of 
the celeb ated ti'eaty of Westphalia, do not make 
n ent o of tl ese crimes. Roman, or anterior legis- 
lat n rel t ve to these, have certainly no weight 
w th us w The Grand Duke Pietro Leopoldo, 
who d ed punishment tot public impiety, excludes, 
bj o tt g t om the list of crimes, heresy and apos- 
tacy, which, as they only offend against G!od, ought 
to be judged and repressed by God, and not by 
man. 

Apostacy and heresy are not then among our list 
of crimes. The principle of liberty of conscience and 
religious toleration assures us the power of modify- 
ing or changing our belief! The laws do not oppose 
themselves to the free exercise of this faculty. 

All this proceeds upon the foundation, that humim 
justice ought not to make itself the vindicator of out- 
raged divinity, nor arrogate to itself the rash office of 
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eearcliing into the secret relations between man and 
God. While man neglects the duties which he has 
aa a man, towards God, society cannot interfere. In- 
stead of being an act of justice and fiiith, it would 
rather be one of pride and unbelief : it would be ap. 
pearing to consider one's own strength greater thaa 
the Divine power. 

But every man has also^is duties as a citizen; 
and the same prindple of liberty of conscience and 
religious toleration which is his right, foi-ces also an 
obligation upon him — that of i-especting in others the 
exercise of the same right. Therefore, every time 
that he neglects this obligation, which is altogether 
civil, he commits a ciime agiunst society, and it is 
then that human justice can place him under the 
penal laws. 

This, then, is what determines the action of these 
laws ; Social evil a oonsbqubncb of civil guilt. 

This distinction did not escape Pagan policy, and 
much less that of the Christians. 

The Republic of Rome repressed the Baccliantes 
and the Di'uids, bat for political and not religious 
reasons. The Bacchantes put in danger the security 
of the people and government, and corrupted moral- 
ity. The dispersion of the Druids was necessary to 
secure to Rome the dominion of Wales and Britain. 
Cicero, Valentinian, Adrian, &c. all agree that none 
should be condemned for profession of Christianity, 
bjit should only be interfered with when their raachi- 
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nations harmed the empire, or when they were guilty 
of eivU crime. 

Such likewise is the doctrine of our most cele- 
brated authorities; Cremiuii, Nani, Poggi, &o. de- 
clare that man cannot punish those evils wliich offend 
God, unless they are prejudicial to public order or 
the tranquillity of the State. 

Let TIB now examine the crime of proselytism. 

As crimes are imputed politically, not on account 
of their natural pravity, but for the harm they ren- 
der to civil society, it follows that the crimes of reli- 
gion cannot be imputed, except as contrai-y to social 
oi-dcr; and therefore should be distinguished by the 
extremes of acts politically prejudicial. 

1. External action; 

9. Direct intention to overthrow or suppress 
religion ; 

3. Publicity or public scandal. 

Here it would be superfluous to bring forward 
doctrines, for oui' laws could not be more clear and 
precise. 

The 60th Article of the Reform of 30th Novem- 
bor, 1786, contains evidently all the theory that we 
have premised: " Whosoever with impious designs 
dares to profane the divine mysteries, disturbing the 
sacred functions with violence, or otherwise ci 
pwiiic impiety; and whoever ^wftJic/y tea 
contrary to our holy Catholic religion, towards which 
we have always nourished, and will always maintain 
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constant our love and zeal, we wish, that as a distur- 
ber o/tlie order upon which society is mMnt^ned in 
tranc^iiility, and as an enemy to society itself, he shall 
be punished with the greatest and most exemplary 
rigor, nor ever with less penalty than the puhlio 
forced labor, for a time or for life, according to the 
circumstances of the case." 

The law thus requires that the action he per- 
formed with ffuilly intention, and accompanied by 
publicity. Only iJien can it punish, as only then it 
n it a civil crime. 



Thxis impiety could not be imputed to him who 
reasons of his heterodox belief, with others profess- 
ing the same ei'eed ; nor to him who, from zeal for 
his own convictions, is discovered maintmning them 
by conversing and discussing privately with indi- 
viduals to whom he is related by parentage or friend- 
ship ; nor, still less, to him who, questioned concern- 
ing his belief on this or that subject of religion, 
repli^ according to his own convictions, though 
these be contrary to the Catholic faith, if this be the 
reli^on of the State. 

Here one must reflect : how could our laws, 
which do not recognise a crime in apostacy or heresy, 
proceed so severely against the apostates or heretics 
as not to tolerate, that in any drcumstamces, or with 
any persons, they should manifest their belief? 

It is hardly worth while to consider the case in 
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■which the dissenter makes a profession of his prin 
ciples with liia eo- religionists, la those countries 
where a religion of the State is reeognisecl, the law 
may hinder dissenters fi-om the public profession of 
tlmir faith. That is to say, they cannot, without per- 
mission from the authorities, erect temples, publicly 
invite the faithful to their offices, or assume any pa]> 
lie organization whatever. But if the law consent to 
liberty of conscience, how can it forbid them to ex- 
ercise privately the worship of the religioc to which 
they belong 1 One must suppose in the law an in- 
consistency or breach of faith, which is contrary to 
all rule. 

Besides this, when the law forbids the inculcation 
of heterodox maxims, it excludes the case of teaching 
among persons belonging to the same communion, 
since this would not be teaching, but worship. Thia, 
then, is a case where there could be no question of 
impiety or proselylism. 

Let MS ima^ne another case. Suppose that a 
Calvinbt is reproved by some one for not venerating 
the saints, not fulfilling the pascal injunction,* or 
that of fasting, not attending at the holy services; 
and if this reproof, made with acrimony and inso- 
lence, provoke the Calvinist, or at least place him 
under the necessity of expressing his convictions; the 
law, which does not blame him for belonging to that 
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1, can it in this case punish him b 
h^s diffused impious doctrines, coatrary to Catioli- 
eism 1 Ifc would be absurd. 

Society, you ■wiJl agree with me, tolerates all re- 
ligions, if they are not opposed to its life and pi-o- 
gres3 ; but in exchange for its toleration, it requires 
that every one have a religion, whidi he must ain- 
cei'ely profess and cultivate. Hypocrites are not less 
prejudicial to society than are atheists ; and religions 
indifference keeps pace with hypocrisy and atheism. 
Society cannot therefore permit that submission to 
the dominant religion should push the heterodox per- 
son so far as to make him dissimulate his own reli- 
gion or transgress the precepts which iC enjoins. 

And if the heterodox person, to whom, by chance, 
an explanation is required of some Biblical passage, 
or some poiHt of doctrine or moral, reply contrary 
to his convictions and his belief, would he not be 
guilty to society of that hypocrisy and that religious 
indifference which is so prejudicial to it ? 

All this seems to nie strictly logical and natural. 
Proselytiam can neither be imputed to him who 
communicates with his co-religionists, to him who 
maintains his religion against attack and outrage, 
nor to him who, being consulted, i-eplies according to 
the religious doctrine to which he has devoted him- 
self. 

But this is not all. The principle of liberty of 
16 and religious toleration, joined to the po. 
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litical necessity that every one have a religion which 
lie must tenaciously and sincerely observe, leads to 
other cQuseo^ftfteea. 

One cannot exact impossibilities ; and as there is 
an impossible in physical order, so is there in moral 
order, " The law," says Nani, " cannot reijuire from 
a man that which it is impossible for him to observe, 
from the irresistible impulse which he has by nature." 
And nature has given man a necessity to expand and 
communicate with others. 

Now religion is the life of the soul, the treasure 
of all hope, and tlie supreme law of man ; all created 
ihiHgs are subordinate to this ; it watches over the 
conscience and affections ; rewards and punishes, 
grieves and consoles. Who can then pretend that 
the father or friend docs not desire to share with Ids 
beloved ones, the benefits of that fiiith from which 
alone he hopes for salvation ? Could the iiither, whom 
nature prompts to educate and assist his children, 
without failing in the most sacred obligations, direct 
tlietn to a way which, in his convictions, can only 
lead to error? How could ho inculcate in his child- 
ren an idea of God, which does not coiTespond with 
that God from whom he hopes and fears everything] 
And is it not the same if we speak of friend or con- 
fidant? Since friendship unites two hearts into oae, 
and institutes relationships which nature has not 
formed, hut which she watches and seals, and, I 
would almost say, renders more sacred and inviola- 
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ble, fceeausc tliey depend solely on man's choice. 

The judicial idea of the crime of prose] jtism cau- 
not then be enlarged ; it must rather be restricted to 
the narrowest limits, if we would not deny that 
which is essential to humanity, acd to tlie interests 
of civil society. 

To require that the citizen should not join in the 
■worship of his religion with his co-religionists; that 
he should suffer in peace, the outrage of his religious 
convictions, without seeking to defend them ; that he 
should reply against his consdence by dissimulating 
his views, or pref«nding opposite convictions in pre- 
sence of those who aslt counsel of him ; to require, 
finally, that he should not love to inculcate these in 
the minds of persons dear to him, woald he to desire 
things at once prejudicial and impossible. You would 
suppose the law to be inconsistent or unfaithful ; you 
would condemn sodety to tolerate hypocrisy and in- 
difference, evils which are at the head of practical 
atheism ; because the man, degraded and humiliated 
to the necessity of imposing silence on his own con- 
science, and externaliy following a faith which he 
does not feel in heart, becomes the most formidable 
and cunning enemy to every religious belief. You 
would pretend to the impossible, because you would 
seek to give the sanction of human justice greater 
force than that of Divine justice. 

In none of these cases, in which there is an exter- 
nal profession of heterodox maxims, can the accusa- 
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tioii of proselytism be propounded, since that profea- 
sioii is not animated by impious designs, nor the 
direct intention of overturning the dominant reli- 
gion ; an impious design or intention, guilty intention 
in fact, which science, law and jui-isprudenee, proclaim 
a necchhary extreme of ciime 

But the gitilty mtention does not suffice there 
mii>5t also be the eoil done Heie is anotlier extreme 
t Lceo'iaiy in ordei that the judicial idea ot the crime 
niij b(, ipplied to the fict A^ectus sine effictu lie 
mtputetur 

And m order that the evil maj be ver fied it is 
nwessaiy th^t the means empliyed by thi, dtlni 
quent to accomjh^h the propcsed imrLUitj be pio- 
pf itioned to the end 

I wdl not stay to ii,peat the elementaiy theories 
ot criminil right It is a common maxim of this 
bcience thtt is fioin icoppoitune and teeble acts, 
sotiety need fear nothing so the law may without 
danger leave these unpunished 

« * « « * 

In thi, dime of proseljtism the eiil natuially 
o ight to consist in tlut en il ofFtuee from m hich 'wci 
i-t^ suffers when its religion is subveited, la the 
disturbance of public order. And, in fact, our wise 
legislator ordains that the impious man he repressed 
only as a disturber of public order, on which society 
rests, and its tranquility depends. * * * Well, 
then, in order that public order be disturbed, in order 
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tiiat public scandal be prodiicud, wliat is necessary ^ 
That the preaching or instructjon be public also. 
Without this, there is no possihjlitj- of crime. 

Publicity of teaching as the means of evil, dia^ 
turbaace and public scandal as an effect of the crime, 
these are the other two exti-emes of proselytism, 

"If the violation of religion," says Giuliani,* " is 
committed in secret, and leaves no permanent trace 
behind it, even though it come by chance tO' the 
knowledge of one or two citizens, ptiblkit^ beinff 
wanting, the political evil would vanish also. To 
make it public (note weil these words) by a trial 
would cause moi'e evil than advantage. Besides, to 
penetrate the domestic walls to bring to light such 
actions, would give a shook to publlo tranquility, 
would absurdly substitute the political magistracy 
for the pious functions of the puslors of souls, and 
would open the way for vexation and calamny." 

Publicity has always been coiisidoi-eci an extreme 
of the crime of religion. I say always, excepting 
perhaps those times in which humanity was scoui^ 
ed by the impious zeal of the fenatics, and impious 
party anger. The crime of proselytism in particu- 
lar, cannot be conceived without this postulate. Let 
the prindple be established, that only those actions 
can be civilly criminal which are offences against the 
order of the city, and the conseqvienoo naturally fol* 

' Istit. ili ilir. Crini. lib. iv. part. ], trat. 3, } 1. 
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lows that that only caa be a crime in religion which 
is committed in a public place and in presence of the 
congregated publie. « « » * » 

To go hack to the Valentinian and Justinian codes, 
we find that they consider publicity to exist only 
when religious subjects are treated of to a crowd as- 
sembled and listening. The commentators, and the 
well-known writers of the law, Naai, Cremani, fee 
all prove that impiety to be considered as a civil 
crime, must be committed in publie. The absurdity 
of considering an act public when performed in the 
presence of three persons, is so preposterous as not 
to need long arguments to refute it. 

Let then those maxims be no more invoked, 
which some magistrates sought to establish in the 
beginning of this century. They were an offence 
against the law, which you should now repair. The 
law was in those days violated, and much more 
would it be so at the present time, when the princi- 
ples of liberty are receiving increasing development. 

Liberty of conscience, toleration of all religions, 
are two cardinal doctrines of our public right. The 
penal law cannot meddle with certain questions 
without causing a woimd in society greater than that 
which it would prevent or heal. If the crime of re- 
ligion becomes a civil disturbance of public order, 
human justice may interfere with this disturbance. 
K not, Deorum injurm diis ctirm,* 

•Tadt. Ann. 1.73. 
12» 
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Oui' laws are, thank God, formed on those three 
priuciplca: — guilty intention, publicity, mid evil. 
These are the extremes of proselytism; 

Guilty intention, that is the direct intention to 
overthitiw the religion of the state. 
. Publicity of the action, because without that there 
can arise no harm nor crime. 

Evil done, an iadispensable elcn^eut of every 

Let us apply these theories to liict. 

la the course of my arguments I ought now to 
examine if in the facts imputed to the Madini there 
exists the first c.vtremo of the crime of proselytiam, 
guilty intention. 

I could, indeed, omit this inquiry. Why go 
back to the nature of the crime, where there is not 
material for it? Why should 1 sock to discover 
who hilled Clodius, if it is pi-oved that Clodius i.i not 
dead 1 * Why the delinquent, if there is no crime ? 
The defence might bo concluded without this second 
inspection. Nevertheless, because Iho accusation 
has not withheld imputaticnsi, and because it is 
never superfluous that the defiiice consider even the 
least supporttd hypotheses, and finally bufause it is 
necessary that the order observed in the questio.is 
of right should bo main'aiaed in the c;vamination of 
foots, I will begin by the inquiry : If the acaised 

* Cicero pro Jlllo. 
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ever proposed to inal;e prose] vtes to their faith by 
means of overthrowing ihc religion of the state. 

You see (hem, gentlemen: There are those 
apostles of heresy on whom the aceusation, after 
having found words to denounce them to you as 
destructive of society, propngators of false doctrines, 
subverters of consciences, has also invoked upon 
them the seventy of your judgment. You see them, 
you have heard them, and you can imagine how 
dangerous they must have heea to the state. 

He descended, when a youth, from the hill of 
Caseiitino, where he left his fiither and brothers at 
the plough, was domestic servant for many years to 
our patricians. Later, he travelled as courier witJi 
foreign families. He thus visited many parts of 
Europe and even Americi, md only fiom time to 
time remained a few houis amongst us 

Her destiny has not been difflient Fi om Rome, 
where she was horn, she went as ladies' maid to 
wealthy families in England, Belgmni and Germany. 
She lived more than twenty ) ears m London, Re- 
turning to Italy, she met Madiai at Florence, having 
known him already on the other side the Alps. They 
became man and wife. Her feeble health did not 
permit her again to attempt a wandering and trou- 
bled life. Joining her scanty savmgs with those of 
her husband, they fumislied a house, and let it to 
foreigners, and particularly to the English, who from 
the wealthy and free coasts of their ishmd, mistress 
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of the seas, desired our balmy air and sur.ny sky, 
and who liked the ampla resources ■which, at one 
time, made our civil life so happy. 

Thus, neither extraordinary nov common culture, 
neither natural greatness of mind nor strength of 
soul, neither abundance of words nor the subtleties 
of metaphysics, neither social grade nor conspicuous 
position, invited them to enterprises so vast and 
perilous. Their only care was, by flieir industry to 
gmn the me^ns of subsistence. The wife provided 
for the interests of their house in Florence ; the hus- 
band, who enjoyed good health, continued his wan- 
dering and precarious Sife, the greater part of the 
year in distant countries, he spent the least part 
by his own fireside. 

Could these persons cherish in their minds the 
idea of overturning society ? of snatching it from its 
belief, of throwing down the throne of Peter to 
place ia its stead that of Calvin, of destroying the 
work of so many centuries, of changing the faith of 
our fathers? Do you believe that the Madiai medi- 
tated these things 1 

But they have abandoned the religion in which 
they were baptized; they have confessed to belong 
to the Evangelical communion. Thus eriea the ac- 
cusation, as if one must from this necessarily infer 
the chaise of proselytism. That the Madiai should 
have professed the Evangelical religion, though borft 
in the bosom of the Romish Church, cannot cause 
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wonder, and you would not deduce from that, that 
they are guilty of prosrfy tism. 

It is no wonder, I say, to any one who considers 
their long residence in the centre of the Protastant 
commisniou. And not only have they lived in the 
cities of America, England, or Prussia. There they 
bad not their own house nor their own family; no 
parents, brothers, or friends, with whom to stir 
themselves up to the observances of their, own feith. 
They Jived in tte bosom of proteatant families ; they 
Eharcd their joys and sorrows; they brought up, as 
was their duty, tender children to the English faith ; 
they must often have heard the catechism of that 
confession; the exercise of that faith must always 
have been before their eyes, gi'cat were the facilities 
for cultivating that religion, less great than for re- 
specting the precepts of their native iaith. Less 
great, I say, not because the nations were guilty of 
intolerance, but because the rigoi-oas exercise of 
their worship was incompatible with the duties they 
owed to their masters. Besides, attractions were 
not wantjng which by degrees took hold on their 
minds. The followers of the Eeform and their reli- 
gion are not of depraved morality. These persons 
may serve aa an example, whose virtues the sus- 
tainer of the accusation himself appreciated, so that 
in recording them, loyal and generotis as ho is, he 
was moved almost to tears, deploring more bitterly, 
that they should bo disjoined from our Church. The 
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Evangelicals are Cliriatiaiia aiicl rigid observers of 
Chriatian morality ; and although they do not rexiog- 
fiise the authority of Rome, and disagree with soma 
points of doctrine, they profess all those principles 
which best satisfy the human heart, and best content 
the mind. Besides this, the quality of the persons 
whoai the accused served, most conspicuous from 
liaeage or education, must have caused their influ- 
ence over their subordinates to have been great, 
and in these to have commanded obedience. 

No wonder then, that they turned to another 
f^th. If even all these arguments were vain and 
insufficient, who would arrogate to himself the foolish 
and rash pretence of searching into the secrets of 
their conscience 1 De inlernis judical Deiis ! 

But none can infer or conclude from this, that 
they designed to proselytise by overthi-owing the 
dominant religion to which tliey paid always that 
)^vil obedience which the law requires. You he^rd, 
indeed, that while both the accused cultivated in 
secret the Evangelical fitith, from the time that they 
were far from us, they abstained from making a for- 
mal profession of it until the force of the civilla, and 
the honest counsels of the crown introduced also in 
Tuscany a statute of civil franchise. Then they pro- 
fessed it, because all existing forms of worship were 
not only tolerated, but permitted amongst us,* at 

• Constitutional etatato of 15tb Feb. 184S. Alt 1. 
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which time tlie principle of civil liberty of conscienee, 
which was already ia the spirit of our laws, was 
also translated mid consecrated in the letter, Tiua 
certainly is a proof of their suhmission to the civil 
law. They understood tliat no one could ohlige 
them to believe in a certain way, hat that the law 
could hinder them from openly separating from that 
communion to which the whole city belongs. 

Many other proofe there are which exclude the 
charge made against them ; and you have heard the 
statements of many witnesses, who declare that the 
Madiai imiformly respected their convictions, nor 
ever spoke to them abusively of the doctrines of the 
Romish Church * » * * • 

I must now examine the means which the Ma- 
diai are said to have employed to effect the not smtdl 
undertaking of proseljtism. 

These may be i-edueed to three categories : — ■ 

1. Teaching the doctrines of the Evangelical reli- 
gion to several individuals separately. 

2. Diffusion ofheterodox books. 

3. Ro-miion or congregation of persons in the 

* The advocatfl here entered oa a long argument in favor 
of Rosa Madiai, on the plea that on various oeoaBlons, as de- 
clared by witneGSee, she had acted as though she were alill a 
Eoman Catholic ; the facte deposed having occurred previ- 
ouB to her conTereimi. The design of the advocate in bring- 
ing forward these acts of apparent eonformitj, waa to prove 
that ehe had never openly insulted the Catholio religion, not 
sought to maio proselytea by force. 
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house of the nceusecl, to exercise themselves in the 
reading of these books. 

Let us consider the depositions of the witnesses 
for the proseontion. 

I loudly declare that my soul revolts from de. 
scending to their infamous ranks. They expect per- 
haps to acquire indulgences hy raising the funeral 
pile, and lighting the lire, to scatter to the winds 
the ashes of the victims of fanatimm ! God him- 
Belf has willed that time past should not return ; and 
there are things which could only, perhaps, te re-pro- 
duced, if former times were to return. I must how- 
ever name these witnesses to you, as was my duty, 
and a painful one, to hear them. I am also sure that 
they are not men long vereed in the basest acts of 
an ignorant and corrupt populace. We should all 
think that human nature would not be calumniated 
by having attributed to it the excesses and defects 
of those who are cast forth on the streets from their 
childhood, to grow up in idleness or b^gary, father 
of all vices. No 1 I must name four women, and a 
youth, not yet twenty. 1 wili not enter into the 
specialities of their depositions. It is enough to 
touch upon them, for they must appear undeserving 
of attention. 

Krst, note how the greater part of these wit- 
nesses constitute, so to speak, but one body and 
one mind. 

Enrico Materassl has heard say from Marsini,, 
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that before dinnei' the Madiais repeated a, prayer, 
after their own mode of thiiiking. He Jtas heard 
say, from the same Marsini, that Rosa Madiai, seek- 
ing to convert her, t«ok away her scapnlary, and 
broke and trod on the beads of her rosary. He has 
besides heard say from Zti«caguini, v)ko learnt it 
from Marsini, that on all iete days, at cei-tain hours, 
some persons assembled in the house of the Madid 
to receive instruction in Prot«stanttsiii. He has fi- 
nally lieard say from Zaccaguini, that the Madiai as- 
Boinbled people in their house to road the Bible. 
This is not all, he has also heard say, but this time 
he does not recollect from whom, that they had 
books which they kept hid under the bed, between 
the mattresses, and in the cellar. 

Luisa Bucciolini has heard say from Zaccagnini, 
that Rosa Madiai had given her a boolt. She has 
heard say, &om the same Zaccaguini, wlio had it as 
usual fi'om Marsini, that the Madiai had in their 
house re-imions of Protestants, and what not. She 
has finally heard say, and this time also from Zacca- 
guini, that Madame Madiai related that Teresa Pet- 
ruggi had been called to the tribunal, that they 
made her swear upon Chi'ist, and that that stupid 
creaturB believed it. 

Does it not appear to you to be present at a 

phantasmagoria, and to see going round aud round, 

alternately changing names and faces, Marsini and 

Zaccaguini, and Zaceaguini and Marsini? Would 

13 
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you not say that those two wonion are souls which 
etiter into all bodies ? And I will also tell you that 
I was deceivecl. I had thought them rather igno- 
rant and unlearaed, but it appears impossible that 
they should need to be two servants ! You hoard 
with what copious language and knowledge they re- 
cited their parts. Nor is Faustina Veechioui less 
instructed, I tliink she might even be called " teacher 
of those who know," 

Let us now speak of this pretended instruction. 
Who are the disciples of those fetal teachers of 
heresy 1 The accusation has sought them from 
among the known and unknown. These seven who 
here gave proof of such animosity and hatred to the 
Madiai, were not sufficient. It has made to pass 
across its disc a confused multitude, agitating in se- 
cret, and insinuating the fearful idea of a subterrane- 
an society. 

The most odious of these pretended disciples, 
who have here been interrogat-ed, is a woman : — 
Faustina VeceUoni, You must have remarked with 
what fury, worse than hostility, she has launched 
forth against the accused. According to her, there 
is no occasion in which they have not, in speaking, 
committed a crime ; they have not exchanged a sin- 
gle word with her which did not horrify her. It 
seemed that she could not even wait for the intetKr 
gation of the judge, so great was the fury which 
prompted her to a^ravate the melancholy condition 



B> Google 



of those unhappy people. Not only with worcis but 
with gestures and glances, she sought to instil in 
your mind her own fierce passions ; and even wben 
removed from your, sight she liad gone to sit with 
the witnesses already interrogated, she did not 
cease her insults, more brutal than ever, — now 
moclting the defence of the accused, now praisiog 
the accusation. 

What more? So great was her animosity that 
aha even wished to brmg forward facts exstraneous 
to the cause. She could not say that the accused 
had diffused hetorodos books. It seems that this 
ignoraoce caused her great sorrow. Therefore she 
went searching and re-searching her memory, and 
thought it a happy chance that the thought flashed 
across her which enabled her on this point also to 
bring her pious contribution to the accusation. She 
related that a certain Bai^gli, living about a mile 
out of the Porta Romana, an inn-keeper, showed her 
in the early months of 1851, a book which had been 
left in his shop, by some person unknovra. Having 
discovered that this book contained, as she said, a 
eonfiision, of tlie Acts of the Apostles, (she is well 
versed in divinity! ) she counselled Bargigli to re- 
store it to whom it belonged, as she thought it must 
be prohibited. One of the reasons for considering 
it such, as she has declaimed at this trial, was that 
once, many years ago, she found in a cupboard of 
Casa Pandoifiini, a heterodox book ! ! ! 
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This grossly ignorant witness only merits your 
contempt. The language of truth is uever passion- 
ate and hostile, but cold and impartial. Who can- 
not keep within bounds in saying, cannot in imagin- 
ing. What a difference between this witness and 
the accused! And I do not speak of him to whom, 
nature has administered more strength of mind, and 
less sensitive feeling ; but of Eosa Madiaj, whose no- 
ble beai'ing may serve ^ an example as singular as 
rare, from that place of trial, which if it cause 
sngiiish to all, does not cause humiliation or ahame. 

Not only is tie testimony of Vecchioni unworthy 
on account of its animosity, but also for the incon- 
siatency of tbe deposition, and even for its falsity. 
It is not my intenlioa here to discuss the religious 
doctrines of the Evangelical communion. I protest 
that as I would have desired that this trial should 
not take place, I will be cautious lest my words 
should increase the risk and scandal. But how can 
I refrain from pointing out fects ? 

And it is a fact, as Rosa Madiai affirmed, that 
the commandments of God axe as binding on Evan- 
gelicals as on Catholics. The Evangelicals also ac 
cept the Bible, and all the Bible. The difference lies 
in the interpretation, and in the value set on the 
Pentateuch, Now, Vecchioni s^d that the Madiai, 
in i-eai3ing the Decalogue, restricted the command- 
ments to eight only. Is this ti'ue ? Can it not at 
once be recognised as false? 
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She related in the second pla«e, that Kosa Ma- 
diai denied the existence not only of Pulsatory, but 
of Paradise and Hell. Do the Evangelicals then, 
not believe in Paradise and HelH 1 have only to 
refer yon to those very books used by the accusa- 
tion to prove the heresy of their doctrines, and which 
are in your hands. 

In the third place, Vecchioni told you that Eosa 
Madiai maintained that Jesua Christ did not die on 
the cross to save our souls. But do you uphold tliat 
the Madiai operated an Evangelical propaganda, or 
an Israelite propaganda 1 If Evangelical, how could 
she deny that doctrine which is the principal founda- 
tion of the Eeform t Has not Marsini stated, having 
been taught by the accused, that the ceremony of 
II hoth kinds is made by the Evan- 
II of the last supper par- 
taken of by Clirist Jesus before fie dkdfor us; and 
is it not an essential doctrine of their religion that 
our souls cannot he saved by our works, hut trough 
the merits of the Medeemer ? 

Lastly she has told you that the Madiai never 
named Jesus Clirist, hut always the Gospel. She 
has said it so as to infer that they did not believe in 
Htm, or that they made Him subordinate to the 
Gospel. With this understanding, she has repeated 
it many times with that action and tone which leave 
no doubt of the state of her own mind. Do not the 

13* 
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Evangelicals then IsBlieve in Christ 1 Do they not 
believe ia the Apostles? This she told you also. 

Now, all tliat ia false; you cannot give heed to it, 
since those depositions are not worthy of belief which 
affirm, (as Ci-emani teaches,) things impossible in 
theiv nature, or such as, considering the condition of 
the guilty person, and llie circumstances of the case, 
appear improbable. And the testimony, erroneous or 
untruthful in part, is presumed to be so in the whole, 
though relating to separate things.* 

But accepting for true all that she has narrated, 
can you infer from that that Madame Madiai had a 
school for heretical doctrines f 

Vecch'ioni went thei-e to work by the day. Place 
this woman by the side of two dissenters ; malte them 
casually meet in any place whatever — I declare to 
you that she would aceuse them of a propaganda if 
they had only said a few words. Since, if she only 
suspected that their belief was a little less than Cath- 
olic, she would provoke them with the spirit of a 
Torquemada, and would put so much of bitterness 
with the salt of her knowledge, tliat they would be 
obliged to reply, and if they reply by a single sylla- 
ble here, they are propagandists. Oh ! it is not a 
rare thing to make people say that whioh they would 
not wish to say ! 

f Eot. Plor. dec. ITtli Teh. 1719, cor. Beluzzi, n. U. 
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The teaching of lieterodox doctrines, made for 
the cause of proseljtisni, must be distinguished from 
academical or occasional converse. Glauee at the 
deposition of Vecchioni. She did nothing but sustain 
objective conversations, now with ono, now with the 
other. Calvin is named — one sends him to hell, the 
other raises him among the first. They quote Dio- 
dati's Bible, and this, for one, is aa accursed boolt, 
for the other a code of religion. Is this teachingi It 
may be : but who holds the pulpit, and who is seek- 
ing to work a conversion? The witness or tha ac 
cused? Change their places, and Vecchioni would be 
more guilty than Madiai. 

Reflect well on the disposition of this woman — 
on the circumstances that 1 have placed before you, 
more particularly the ono last mentioHed. I do not 
doubt that you will reject tlie deposition of a witness, 
invalid on aecoimt of so many defects. 

The second of the seven disciples of the Madiai 
is another servant — Antonia Zaccogiiini. She also 
desired to forge a link for the chain of the accused. 
She has also confessed having long received generous 
bounties from them, yet has hei-self ministered to 
their sufferings. She, observe, has been three times 
interrogated; twice by the instructing judges of the 
process, once by you. 

The first and second time she had not before her 
eyes these unhappy beings, so that she could forget 
ehe had known them. Then, frankly and quickly, (it 
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must have been so, as the judge could not remind 
her of what she had to depose,) she related a long 
story, alleging herself the victim of a constant perse- 
cution, by which the Madiai sought to draw her away 
from the holy Catholic religion, to lead her to that 
of the Gospel. Indeed, the second time, not content 
with relatuig what directly concerned the subject 
under examination, she made ultroneous, (and there- 
fore invalid,) statements, and began narrating how, 
in ascending to the hall of justice, she met a woman 
with a baby, who besought her to have pity on 
Madarae Madiai, and how she had replied not to de- 
sire to deceive any one, but to speak the whole truth. 
Then she continued describing the appearance of the 
woman, and seeking by every means to draw, not 
only upon her, but upon aU her family, the attention 
of justice. 

Now, this witness, so zealous for the prosecution, 
and so well informed, how did she appear before you 
in this room? You saw her. She had hardly voice 
to make herself heard ; she could not raise her eyes 
to the accused, nor fo you. When told to turn to 
them, that they might hear what she with so low and 
trembling a voice related, she seemed nailed to her 
seat, and would have desired to turn her bade upon 
the seat of the accused. Everything revealed in 
her, hesitation and remorse. And neither was her 
memory propitious, because she would have remem- 
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bercd nothing without the aid of the explicit and de- 
terminate interrogations of the counsellor. That she 
did not contradict herself was, perhaps, from fear 
that the court should suspect in her answers the 
crime of false witness, , 

Well might the presence of the accused render 
her vacillating and uncertain, since she was stung 
with remorse for her atrocious ingratitude. I agree 
tliat the witness must not perjure herself on account 
of gratitude towards the accused. The counsellor 
told this to EosaMadiai when, in a moment of coble 
indignation, she let fall from her lips a bitter reproof. 
Truth, I say above all, truth and loyalty. Thus, if 
Zaccaguini had deposed nothing but the truth, we 
should only have to pity her that she was under the 
painful necessity of administering hemlock to one 
who had fed and succored her. But she has pre- 
tended and dissimulated much. She dissimulated 
when she withheld the fact, that if they conversed on 
religion with her, if they had her to read the Bible 
with them, if they read it to her, or presented her 
with one, it was because she aaked it; because she 
pretended to share their faith, in order that she 
might more profitably draw forth their ohfuity. She 
did not, however, so dissimulate, but that you could 
discover the truth, for, more than onee, she has told 
you that the reason she did not break away from the 
net in which these evil people held her, was because 
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of hev interest in remaining with them.* These 
reiterated declarations ought to shed a clear light on 
what she has concealed in her deposition. 

See, then, the ingratitude of this witness ; tingrate- 
(ul, not for having revealad the truth, hut for having 
counterfeited it, and for having lied. And of her 
habitual fraud and dissimulation we have ample 
proof, so God's justice wills it, administered by 
herself. 

Zaccaguim has told you that after having re- 
edved from Rosa Madiai the Bible, translated by 
Diodati, and other heterodox books, she took them 
all to a monk, excepting one, which she burnt, 
Neveitheless, yhe continued to frequent the house 
of the Madiai, and to beg the aid of an ill-spent 
generosity. Th^is, a kiss, an embrace, a feast, often 
cause to fall the victim of a traitor. 

• She reDli»3 thus to tie jndge, and repeated it at tha 
trial. Sbv enid ehe nos onl; once present at tiie reading of 
the Bible niado by the Evangeliciils at the honse of the 
MaGici. and ttiat— they are her own words — " She weHt there 
espreBslr to see if they gaye ber something for her litmily, 
beoauee she was in need, einoe many fimos they had given 
her soniothing for eharityi but to her, (Eoaa Madia,) she 
found the exeuee that she hod gone on parpose to hear the 
Bible read." She added that once, to please Kosa Madiai, 
" beeauEe she often gave her sis crazer, or a paul, or Home- 
thing to eat," she went to see thdr charcb. She said that 
when the Madiai spoXe to lier of the Mailonna and the saints, 
according to the Evangelical doctrine, " she gave no heed to 
them, but did not let them know that." 
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1 cannot leave this witness without begging you 
to meditate on one other fact to which she has re- 
fen-ed. She related that being once in extreme 
need of help, she went as usual to Madame Madiai, 
whOj having kindly given her as much as she was 
able, but not all that she needed, advised her to 
apply to the fathers of Santa Maria Novella. Zacca- 
guini accepted the adviee, but the fathers not only 
refused her all assiataace, but expressed their re- 
fusal with words, and in a manner, according to her, 
far from benevolent. In, many other places Za«ca- 
guini made the same attempt with the same success. 
She then returned to Madame Madiai, and ao worked 
on her compassion by tears and entreaties that she 
directed her to the minister of the English church, 
with a note, as the witness declares, and the accused 
denies. This minister, afier having received her in 
a kind manner, gave hor five pauls. — See ! cries the 
accusation, she was then in correspondence with the 
minister of the English church, and sent him this 
poor woman, the victim marked out for a wicked 
propaganda, 

Oh, tender and faitfful accusation, who could 
more than yow smell out heresy from so fer ? And 
why from the very same fact from which you draw 
such sinister conclusions, may I not infer that Madiai, 
purposely, not to distress the timorous conscience of 
Zaccaguini, directed her first to the priests jiefore 
she sent her to the English minister, Mid that she 
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would not have sent her to him if the others had 
assisted her, Wouldst thou condemn her, because 
moved to so much pity hy the complainta of that 
poor woman, who appeared, alas ! worthy of her 
compassion 1 And if thou dost insist on believing 
that she recommended her to that minister with a 
note, wliat canst thon infer from tliat, on accusation ? 
Was that a crime 1 And I do not ask thee if it 
would be one for Madiai evangelical, but if it would 
he for tlie most ardent Catholic 1 

Let ns pass to the third witness for the prosecu- 
tion, and she also is a servant. I speak of Antoni- 
etta Marsini. I protest that of this witness, coiiaid- 
ered of such interest to the accusation, and on ac- 
count of whose illness The trial was delayed till now, 
I ^TiU not discourse at any leegth, 

I will first observe that this appears to be the 
only person who by means of the Madiai has fallen 
into reli^ous error. I say hy means of the Madiai, 
but not even in this case is there proof of the crime 
of proselytism ; since, to commit this crime, it is not 
sufficient to convert a single individual, much less 
tbeir house servant. 

Besides the Madiai are not responsible for the 
opostacy, since all that she lias related is improbable, 
false, and therefore unworthy of attention. 

She has related to you that when she first went 
to school to learn to read, the Madiai forbade her 
to take with her any of their books, or to speak of 
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their religious belief. If that be true, no one can 
iJoubt but that fJie Madia uaeii! every caution to 
guard their secret. Let us concede more ; let us 
suppose tliat cooscioua, of diaobeyiug the laws, they 
wished to prevent the rjslt of Marsini revealing the 
practices employed by them to draw her from the 
Catholic fiutli. Well, if they were so careful of that, 
is it conceivable that to her, so young, inesperi- 
enced aud light-niiuded, whom they hardly knew, 
they should have conMed the important secret of 
the pretended society of brethren organized by tens 
and hundreds. And what othi.'r proof has there 
been of this pretended association, that one must at 
once give oredonce to what this woman says? It is 
strange indeed, that the fi'uitful imagination which 
created this new society to add to it the exterminat- 
ed series of others, did notrmse to the ranks of hun- 
dreds to make it p.t lea^t more extensive. 

What shall we say to the other insinuation of 
Marsini, that Rosa Madiai counselled her to break 
the objects of Catholic worship, that is, her rosary 
and scapulary "i Supposing that tlie Evangelical Mac 
diai, when Marsini herself had become evangelical, 
did tell her that these objects were signs of idolatry, 
since their decalogue does not permit them. Would 
that be a mime when the witness herself had joined 
the same religious communion 1 What would we 
say of a converted Turk who preserved his talis- 
mans? 

14 
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Yon wiU ho better able to judge of the invalidity 
of her statements by reflecting on what Rosa Madiai 
has herself said to you, and which has been confirm- 
ed by Maria della Lena, with regard to tlie feult 
committed by Miwsini, and by her cruelly turned 
over to Madiai, namely the ceremony of the commu- 
nion, of which she partook in the Evangelical Church. 
Eosa Madid told you, and Mai-ia della Lena eon- 
firmed what she said, that far from instigating Mar- 
sini to such a step, it was done spontaneously and to 
the surprise and grief of her mistress. She hereelf 
wished to go to the Evangelical Chureh attached to 
tlie Prussian legation, and then in the Via de' Ser- 
ragli : and there profiting by the moment when her 
mistress, ivi-apt in her own thoughts, was withdraw- 
ing from the altar, she went there unseen by her, and 
to the scandal of those present. 

You should also consider a circumstance only 
brought to light two days ago, that of Marsini'a 
anger and rancor against her mistress for not per- 
mitting an unlino\vn youth to come into her house, 
whom she wished to introduce there, I will say no 
more about this. May her placid dreams not be dis- 
turbed by the dark vision of the bed of grief, on 
which, in prison, these, her victims must lie! Can 
you not now conceive it possible, nay probabJe, that 
these rancorous feelings have some connection with 
the present accusation 1 

Now we come to the examination of the deposi- 
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tioiis of tho other fuui' pvotendcd di&ci[ilos of the 
Madiai. 

With respect to the fn-st, Luisa Bucdolini, I will 
premise that sho cannot say tliat Madiai taught her 
heterodox maxims, siace she herself admits tiiat once 
only he spoke to her irrevoreutly of the priest and 
tho mass. Much less can one ffom this infer tha 
crime of proselytism. "Tho same word," saya 
Filangieri, " uttered in one way, raise ft certain idea, 
uttered in another tone or with a different gijsture, 
it walses quite an opposite idea. How often have 
the most honest men been accused of irrcligiou, im- 
piety and seditioD, for some words misunderstood by 
some stupid person, ignorant of the cireumsfances in 
which they were uttered, and not distinguishing irony 
from the tnJth of expression. The fires of the Inqui- 
sition would have burnt many less, unhappy persona, 
if there had been less faith given to the testimonies 
against them." 

WiU you now remark the resemblance between 
this deposition and that of Zacengiiini? You have 
ntt foi^otfen that Ziccaguini took counsel with her 
as to the use of tho books she liad i-eqoested and re- 
cu\ed fiom the Madiai. You have not forgotten 
fhjt BucLiohm has obligations, (dangerous indeed,) 
on the gratitude of Zaccaguini for not small sums 
and foi signal bounties You must finally have re- 
maikcd, thit BuCLiolmi, Zaccaguini, and Mavsini, 
SLem almost to hi\L lent tlie book to each other to 
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Icai'u thyir pai'ts. Eacli one of the witnesises has re- 
lated her own, but all from the same drama. 

You have another proof of the daring lies of this 
witness. She asserts having seen frequently go into 
the house of the Madiai, and even a few days before 
their arrest, a man whom, from her description of 
him, you concluded, and she agreed that it was so, 
to bo Fedelc Betti. How ! Fedele Betti, who, on 
theiethof May, 1851, was sent by tlie police for six 
months to Ortobello, and on the 21st of the same 
month, having obtained commutation of the penalty 
for exile elsewhere, left Floi-ence ; he on some days 
near the 17th of August of the same yeai', was again 
in Florence, and seen by this woman entering the 
house of the Madiai ? Such is the ingenuity and good 
iiiith of the witnesses for the prosecution, who, wish- 
ing to oppose the equivocal and oM facts of the depo- 
sitions for the defence, by recent certain facts, and 
play a trick with truth, and mock the inexorable 
logic of the calendar. 

The fifth disciple, according to the accusation, ia 
Gurico Materassi, and he also comes to throw a 
stone at the head of his pretended roasters. Nephew 
of Bucciolini, he shares with pious obedience and 
affection, the pilot of the thiee women And this is 
little. He says more, in the declaittion that he 
frankly made, that he first reluspd with a species of 
holy indignation, but afterwaids icr[u ^ted from 
Madiai the Bible, which that pei^on had, he says. 
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shown him ; and that he asked for it with the sole 
hitentiou of consigning it to his motier. In a youtJi 
not yet twenty years olil, such deceit and fraud am- 
uot, ifcseenis to me, bt* expiated by hia determinatjon 
to witlidraw to a doistcr. Perhaps in those aacred 
recesses, thinking by-and-by oa past times, he. will 
grieve over his anger aud unadvised inJHstice towards 
those unhappy creatures. May he give to youths 
the example of I'erientaiico and amendment, aa ha 
now, alaa ! offers them that of a precocious malignity. 

But what can be concluded from the substance 
of his deposition^ He has related that Madlai being 
requested by him to teach him to read the French 
language, placed under his eyes a Bible translated in 
that tongue, lie ha-i also added the iiswl story 
already explained by Ziiceaguini and Bnccinlini with 
regard to the iismrl insultR ofiered by Madiai to the 
priests, moults. Virgin and saints : wvm mimdemque 
medilatcm sermoirem. Now is it credible that Madi^ 
should have held discourse' of this tenor with this 
youth ■nho displajs so much Catholic zeal, which he 
says took place at the door of the house, when he 
did not hold simihir diacoui-sea with other people, 
who would lift^e p'aced a better construction on 
them, and with whom lie had quite another way of 
eonversing, such as Gionii, Faatoni, Simoni, and so 
many others? This deposition proves nothing. 

As to Guiseppe Oavaciocchi, and Serafini Van- 
nini, the two last of the seven pretended disciples, 
14* 
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recollect how doubtful botli M-ere; if tliey aiErmed 
anything it was not without many contradictions, 
and you reniiuned doubtful if they refeiTed to the 
written examination, or if they remembered what 
they had said. Besides, what sort of discourses did 
Madiai hold «ith Cavaeiocchi and Vaunini ? To one 
he explained some principles of his religion and his 
own opimons, as for exainple, the duty of not pray- 
ing to the Virgin and saints, the too great number, 
according to tim, of churches and priests, &c. To 
the other he onte said, if I mistake not, that the oil 
of the light for the Madonna might have beea con- 
sumed for some other purpose. Is this the teaching 
that can constitute the imputed crime 'i 

But not only towards these is it pretended that 
the Madiai exercised the teaching of heterodos doc- 
trines; it is said tliat they did so with little children. 
And here the accusation is destroyed by what 
Antonietta Mavsiui herself deposed. They were all 
the children of Evangelical parents. And if such 
were the case, who can reprove the Madiai for hav- 
ing instructed them in their religion? Can it be 
said that they have subverted their principles, or 
made proselytes, when the sovereign will of the 
father of the family destined them to that confession ? 
I think I have tlius confuted one of the heads of 
the accusation, the teacJdni/ of false docti-ine. For I 
will recall this to your minds, that to contract the 
crime of proselytism^ it is not sufficient to have pro- 
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fcsscd with this or that pdrsoii anl.i-Catholio maxims, 
tiiey must bavo been professed with the direct inten- 
tion of making proseli/les, and overlkromiiiff tli4 reli- 
gion of the State; they must have been professed in 
public to crowds assembled and lisiening ; they must 
have been mstfiincd in public controversy, pttblic 
order must have been disturbed. 

Nor is the other head of the accusation, namely, 
the diflusion of heterodox books, more established. 
If you exclude those received by Maraini and Zacoa- 
guiui, and which cannot constitute diffusion, since 
they have been rather yielded by the Madiai than 
given, and since the number is too small for them to 
be said to be diffused, excluding these, whence can 
you conclude the said diffusion? 

Would you conclude it from the deposition of 
Materassi, to whom Madiat gave a Bible that ha 
might exercise himself in the Preiich language, and 
while they stood at the house door? Has he not 
said that Madiai refused to give him the book when 
he asked for if? Will you conclude it fi-om the de- 
position of the Padro Guiscppe Rieca, curate of 
Santa Maria Novella, who asserts that the MadiM 
diffused heterodox books, because he heard say so 
fi-om an Jinglish Catholic who has left Florence, and 
tehose name he dues not know, and has also heard it) 
from Francesco Ceiitofiinti? What authority can 
this witness have who only deposes de audita, and 
who, from a single word come to his ears from two 
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persona, hastoiiecl to deiioirace to tlio Ecclesiastical 
Court two citizens whom he ncvei" approached, 
though he suspected their error, to manifest towards 
them those acta of pastoral solidtude which his ser- 
vice enjoins on himt 

Let us, besides examine the deposition of Ceiito- 
lanti. He relates, that in 1850, having met Mfidi« 
alone at the door of his house, (it is singular that 
the accused so often chose that place for making a 
pi-opaganda !) the latter S£«d to him, that he would 
give him a hook which narrated a fact that had oc- 
curred in the Low Countries, and fjr which book he 
had paid three pauls, adding, tliat for three pauls he 
had procured a ti'ue Gospel. He did not, however, 
give Ccntofiinti this book, or if he did give it him in 
the evening, it waa I'Hfurncd next morning without 
being read, for the witness, more aolile, did not ap- 
pear to have his memory very cleai' on that poiat. 
This, he says, he related to the Padre Kicca, and no 
one else ; besides this, ho does not know that the 
Madiai diffused heterodox books. Are these com- 
bined testimonies of any value ? 

I will not i-eturn to the depositions of Marsini 
and Zaflcaguini, the invalidity of their evidence has 
been already proved. And supposing it to be true 
that the Madiai kept a large number in their house 
to distribute, may it not be believed, as the accused 
1, that they only gave them to their co-reli- 



B> Google 



REPORT or I!1B TRIAL. 165 

gioiiists 1 And docs not tills verify the diffmion 
contemplated in the penal law of 1786 ] 

Several books aiid evangelical ■works were found 
in their house. Well ! Have not we all, have not 
you youraelves, more than one aerious book in your 
house, and more than one copy of the same book? 
And even of this the Madlai could have offered a 
plausible reason '; that they had been left behind by- 
foreigners who had lived in fJieir house, and whidi 
they had kept because they were evangelical, or be- 
cause they would liave needed to restore them to 
their owners. In short, tJiere is not one circumstance 
capable of proving this point of the accusation, 

1 wUl not discourse at any length on the third 
objection of the accusation, that of re-unions held at 
the house of the Madiai, for the purpose of reading 
the Bible translated hy Diodati, The same witness- 
es who related this fact, could not omit one dreum- 
stance in which they all agree, viz ; that these re- 
unions were composed exclusively of individuals be- 
longing to the Evangelical confession. And when 
the public force, on the evening of ITth August, ex- 
pected to surprise a re-wiion of propagandists, it 
only found there four persons ; one born in the An- 
glican ^th ; two already evangelical, one for three 
and the other for fourteen years, the fourth, a child 
of evangelical parents, and brought up in the evan- 
gelical confession. Could this rc-union constitute 
material for a crime ? 
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Neither tho tcachiug of heterodox doctrines, nor 
the diffusion of heterodox boolts, nor ciiminal re- 
unions, noUiing is proved to justify the accusation 
under which tliese unhappy people have so long suf- 

Not teaching, hccausc such is not the merely in- 
dividual expression of anti-Catholic sentiments or 
opinions, and because it is not a crime when exer- 
cised towards those already joined to the heterodox 
communion, or who spontaneously and deliberately 
not wait for, but seek it; nor when it is privately 
exercised within the domestic walls. It is not there 
that thoy can liarangue an assembled crowd, excita 
commotion or sedition among the people ; it is not 
there that they dispute m public, to insinuate false 
doctrines into the general mind. None of these 
tilings have been done by the Madiai. 

Not the diffusion of heterodox boohs, because 
such is not that small distribution which has been, 
if you choose to believe it, proved. It is not diffu- 
sion, because the number of books distributed was 
very few, and the mode of doing it not pvhlie, or 
such as to disseminate false doctrine in the minds of 
^a people, (in vulffus,) and because diffusion is not 
a crime when it does not go beyond tho circle of co- 
religionists. 

Not the reunions, or assemblies, because the he- 
terodox do not violate the law if, in exercising the 
rites of a worship which the law tolerates, they re- 
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tire into closer and private pioces, since no scandal^ 
or civil disturbance, can arise therefrom ; scandal or 
disturbance being facts wliich determine the judicial 
idia of crime. 

Nothing of this kind is proved ; and nothing 
could certainly be proved by means of witnesses so 
little worthy of attention. 

Bat now they may rest in peace ; since it haa 
taken me so long to wake them to a sense of tardy 
acknowldgmerit of eiTor, and it will be better for 
me "to leave behind me a sea so cruel."* I will 
only HOW make a contrast between the witnessea 
for the prosecution, and those for the defence. 

The greater part of the former would have remem- 
buvcd nothing, if what they had before deposed had 
not been read to them almost word for word. I 
have admired the patience of the counsellor who 
had to interrc^to them in their own words, and to 
awake, with studious care, their weary memories on 
all the particulars of their depositions. But I have 
also admired the supreme justice of God, when I 
saw those accusers, who wore so bold when alone in 
the room of the judge, placed, to-day, fece to iaca 
with the accused, lose almost their tongue and voice, 
pale, hesitating, dea^ forgetful and stupid. 

Oa the contrary, how did the witnesses for the 
defence appear before you ? Have tliey feared your 

■ si tanSele." — Dante, Pnrga- 
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interrogations ? Have they ever coiitradiotecl them- 
sel es ? Difl they not plainly speak the simple laii- 
g f h? And how much are they not supe- 

1 dversaries for fiilth, customs, gravity, 
1 m In which do you see the integrity of 

f h J s our wise men understood it. 

I Inde my not short discourse. 1 pre- 

mised It 'ttitii tliewordsof oneofthemost celebrated 
writers, that the penal law can ill pretend to judge 
in questions of religion ; and I have sought to deter- 
mine wb.en £he civil power could wisely and legiti- 
mately interfere. In this disquisition I have seen 
fit to speak of the great principle of religious tolera^ 
tion and liberty of conscience. The most splendid 
authorities, ealled to the md of reason, must have 
persuaded you (and surely, there was not need of 
so much) that this being a principle, as it is, of ovtr 
political constitution, is also sacred and inviolable 
for the interests of all times and all societies. 

Then, only, I told you, can human law meddle 
with religious questions, when it is necessary to 
guarantee the free and full exercise of that right 
which is a civil rjglit ; to restrain the abuse of it ; 
to prevent others from making arms wherewith to 
disturb society ; to restore it if disturbed. 

Thus establishing the generic idea of the crime of 
religion civilly punishable. I have delineated the 
specific idea of the crime of proselytism, and have 
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Spoken of ihaffidUi/ intention, tlie evil done, and the 
puhlicity. 

I have examined the facts, aad founel that there 
are no proofs of the existence of these. 

Not guilty intention, because a tliousand fiicts 
adduced for the defence pi-ove the habitual respect 
of the accused for the convictions of others, and be- 
cause the facts brought forward for the prosecution 
are inconclusive and equivocal. 

Not evii done, because no conscience has been 
subverted, no apprehension was caused before this 
ti-ial came on, no disturbance has happened ia the 
city. 

Not publicity, because the accused have not 
preached from the pulpit, have not disputed in the 
cathcdi-als, have not harangued the crowds, nor dif. 
fused books in the public road. They exercised their 
faith in private meetuiga, in secluded places, and 
amongst persons already coimected with their com- 
munion. 

I have thus finished the defence. I have shown 
you the innocence of those tried. It now remains 
for you to pronounce their acquittal. 

I have been told that the times are grave and 
suspicious. The pious counsel has also insinuated 
that I ought to abstain from defending two 'unbeliev- 
ers. I declare to you that I shrunk from the base 
insinuation. Even if I should have run some risk I 
would have repelled it. The sacred office of the de- 
15 
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fuiicG, Iho shield of my coiiscienoo, and Uii! force of 
truth, would have rendered mo fearless. But I re- 
plied with a fii'otest, which I feit was due to all the 
order of the court. 

The times are grave and threatening, if you will. 
Within here goveraments do not cliange, political 
feith is not cancellecl. The ini^istracy consults the 
Ijws and its own conscience ; it judges, not governs ; 
it moderates passions, not seconds them. I do not 
fear for those whom I reeoramend to you, much 
less do 1 fear for myself. Indeed, I think that hav- 
ing defended them makes me worthy of your con- 
sideration. 

For I did not como to implore your indulgence 
for the thief or murderer, who, nevertheless, have a 
right to be defended. I came to confute a vain and 
unjust accusation : au accusation that dares approach 
the sanctuary of the consdence, the relations of mau 
with God, the solution of the most tremendous 
problem which is resei'ved for us ailer life. I carao 
to protect two pious, upright and honest persons, if 
there ever was any ; pious, upright, and honest, Ijy 
the confession of those who have most studiously la- 
bored to bring charges against them. 

I defended them with that fidelity for whidi I 
pride myself, and which at the beginning of this 
grave trial, the President was pleased to remind me: 
a fidelity which, as it ought to be a measure of the 
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liberty of deflil)d^>l^5, so ought to bu n 
sovereignty, m^istrates. 

I defended them with the full confidence which 
tiia conviction of their innooenoo inspired ; and it ia 
pleasing to mc to repeat to them publicly the hom- 
age of my esteem and aileetion, now that, my ofRce 
finislied, I recommend them to your justice. 

I feel sure you ■will fulfil my wishes. For with- 
in these precincts wo have one only banner, one only 
end ill our debates : for yow, as for us, condemnations 
Ere defeats, acquittals are victories. 



THE SENTENCE. 

. against Francesco, son of the late 
Vicenzio Madlai, and Kosa, his wife, accused of 
impiety. 

The decree of this Court, of 25th November, 
1851, having been examined, and liitewiae the act of 
accusation of the same year, the witnesses having 
been heard in a public discussion, the public minis- 
ter having summed up, and Odvardo Maggiorani, 
counsel for the Madiai, with the accused themselves, 
having been last heard, the results of the discussion 
seem to be the following: — 

That Francesco and liosa Madiai, born and 
brought up in Catholicism, separated fi'om it four 
or live years back, to embrace the religion called 
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by them Evangelical, or religion f tli i u G pel 

That they lent their house t n s and 

when the teacher who generally p d d at these 
was banished from Tuscany, and 1 j m ai a of the 
police this sect was broken up, a d the nun b of 
those who assembled at the ho se of tl e Mad a 
much diminished ; the meetings n tl 1 1 11 

continued, and one was held on the 17th Aug t 
1851, when the public force surprised three nd vi 
duals there, who, together with a child of fiiWti 
whom tlie Madiai bad lodged in their ho se foi a 
short time, were occupied in reading the Bible, 
translated by Diodati, each one having a copy under 
his eye. 

That in tbe house of the said Madiai were, not 
only many copies of tiie said Bible, and othera in 
the Englbh language, and boolts of prayers for the 
use of the heterodox, but besides, various w^orks of 
the same nature, and even msay copies of each. 

That Erancesco Madiai, profiting by the oppor- 
tunity of teaching the French language to a lad of 
sixteen, labored, though without effect, to detach 
him from the Catholic faith, seeking to persuade 
him that it was false, and offering him, together with 
his wife, a prohibited copy of the Bible in French 
and Italian. 

That, also, with others, Francesco held language 
insinuating that the so-called " Evangelical " religion 
merited preference to the Catholic belief. 
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Tliat with two women who served the Madiai, 
and a third wlio lived with them about eight months, 
from December, 1850, they displayed the uitention 
of leading them to abjure Catholicism, and embrace 
the Pure Gospel, holding wkh all, readings and dis- 
courses tending to throw discredit on the clergy, and 
the doctrines taught iy them, particularly on purga- 
tory, denying its existence ; upon the holy sacrifice 
f 1 mas d I g t t th p ests, 
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instruction, together with books adapted to their in- 
tentions, the result was serious doubts upon the true 
iaith. Tliat with the third, little more than twenty 
years of age, and removed from all religioiia instruc- 
tion, they sueeeeded in making her ahandon the ti'ue 
religion, to adopt that professed by her masters. 
'That the Madiai also gave themselves the trouble of 
teacliuig her to read, that she might be able to under- 
stand the books which they afterwards supplied, 
namely, the Bible, translated by Diodati ; and another, 
entitled "Book of Common Prayer," printed in . 
London, in 1848, by the "Society for the Promo- 
tion of Christian Knowledge," in which are found 
those maxims and doctrines condemned by the Cath- 
olic Church, which the Madiai had verbally taught, 
particularly that the existence of purgatory and the 
worship of images are foolish iavcntions, that in the 
sacrament of the euchai-ist there is not any transub- 
Btantiation, and other similar notorioua heretical 
depravities above mentioned. 

That the same young woman, admitted to the 
reading of the Bible, which they did together, com- 
menting on it in the way already mentioned, aban- 
doned the practice of ihe Catholic worship, and to 
^obey the injunctions of Madame Madiai, who acciipcd 
her of idolatry, she left off using the rosaries which 
she possessed, partook twice (being conducted to the 
place by Madanie Madiai,) of the communion made 
by them, in commemoration of the last supper, and 
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did not awake from hci' error till reconducted to 
her paternal house for a few days, and cairying with 
her the Italian. Bible ; this being found, caused the 
discovery of her wainderings. 

That the Madi^ denying that sectarian meet- 
ings were held at their house, acknowledge tliat a 
few friends there met together to attend to the prac- 
tices of the newly- embraced religion, and declare the 
apostasy of the young woman in their service to 
have been made spontaneously by her, and not in 
consequence of their insinuations. 

That notwithstanding this, neither their opposi- 
tion nor the witnesses brought forward, have suc- 
ceeded in destroying the facts objected against them 
in the accusation. 

That Francesco has sufiered imprisonment for 
the present procedure, from the 17th August 1S51, 
and Rosa Madiai from the 27th of the same month 
and year. 

Whereas, with vegai-d to the MadJai, accused of 
impiety committed by means of proseljtism, it ap- 
peared foreign to the question all that referred to 
liberty of conscience and religious toleration, because 
the first is not offended when the citizens are com- 
manded to render an account merely of extemsd 
acts, and the latter is guarded, not trampled upon, 
when it seeks to hinder others from being seduced 
to abandon the religion they profess. 

Whereas, precisely for this, the penal laws, ogree- 
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ably with the dcclai-atioiis of the dearest writers, 
recognise in proseljtism a crime civilly imputable. 

Whereas, resulting from the preceding facta, it 
is undeniable that the Madiai labored on many dif- 
ferent occasions, and even with success, to make 
proselytes to the religion newly embraced by them, 
it only remained to bo considered whether in such a 
fact existed the extremes required by the 60th Art. 
of the law of 30th November, 1786, for the appli- 
cation of its penal ratjfieation. 

Whereas, the extreme of guilty intention in such 
a crime occurs ■whenever the intention of the agent 
is directed to increase the ranks of dissenting sects, 
to the prejudice of the religion of the state, and that 
of evil done aecoi'ding to the facts now established 
in our jurisprudence, it is certified that these aote, 
though not committed in public places, have been 
done in the presence of many persons, and are exten- 
sively propagated, and engendered a grave scandal. 

It is declared evident that impiety was committed 
by Francesco and Rosa Madiai by means of prose- 
lytism to the so-called Evangelical confession, or re- 
ligion of the pure Gospel, to the prejudice of the 
Catholic religion, predominant in the Grand Diidiy, 
in the time and way above mentioned. 

And whereas the ci'ime of impiety, by means of 
prosclytism, is manifestly contemplated by the 60th 
article of the law of the country of 30th November, 
1786, and is repressed nevei- with less than most 
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exemplary punishment; of which, ali the eircum- 
etances of the case being considered, it appears that 
the second degree is proportioned to the delinquency, 
represented ia virtue of successive laws, by the na- 
ture and amouut of peaalfcy afterwards mentioned. 

Whereas the deductions of tbe defence have all 
been replied to by the previous proposition of facta 
and consideration of right 

The following articles having been examined; 
the 60th of the law of 30th November, 1786 ; 1, 4, 
9, 14 of the Deci-ee of 4th March, 1849, confirmed 
by the other of 5th May following, and 34 and 35 
of the police r^ulations of 22d November, 1849, 
and 55 of the above-mentioned law of 30th Novem- 
ber, 1786, &c. 

Fi'ancesco, son of the late Vincenzio Madiai, and 
Rosa, his wife, are condemned, the former to the 
puniahment of 56 months' aeeliision in the prison of 
forced labor at Volterra, and the latter to 45 months 
of Ei^astolo (the female galleys) calculated m the 
one case from the S6th of November, 1851, and in 
the other from the 37th of the same month and year ; 
they are likewise condemned to pay the expenses of 
the trial, and made subject to the surveillance of the 
Police for three years after the completion of their 
imprisonment. Such was the termination of this 
important trial. 
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OPISIONS OF THE lAWYEES, 

The case of Ihc Madiai having been considered 
and exajnittcci by tlie Sigiiovi Snlvagiioli, Mori, and 
Galeotti, threo celeljrated lawyers of riorenee, they 
having also seen the heads of the defence, gave their 
fiiil appi-obation of the ground on which i!ie defence 
was made, and their conviction of its justice. 

The first saya: — "The State must be laio not 
atheistic. And being laio and not atheistic, whether 
one religion is fixed as its own or not, it can impose 
none on the citizens, and ought to preserve the pub- 
lie worship or private exercise of every religion. 
Coming to the case under csamination, I cannot but 
approve of the proofs brought forwai'd by the learned 
counsel, and I add my firm opinion that no action, 
recognized as criminal by our laws, can be imputed 
to the Madiai." 

The others odd ; — "Having examined, with tho 
gi-eatest diligence, the cause of proselytism charged 
^ain&t the M.idiai, we are persuaded that not only 
do these charges, in fact, not exist, but that in thia 
case may be justly claimed the fimdainental priud- 
ples of public right. Therefoi-e, from a sense of 
truth, and with firm and tranquil conviction, wo 
agree to the line of defence adopted by the leamad 
counsel of the Madiai.'' 
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Aflditional Facts Relating to the Trial. 

Wo give, fi'om authentic Italian soui-ces, the fol- 
Iowij5g notices of the trial, which will be read with 
interest. 

The presiding judges (as there was no jury) were 
Sig, Nevvini, who, during the whole trial, appeared 
very bitter against the culprits ; Cooehi, the inten-o- 
gating Judge, the same who received a hai-d rebuke 
during the State trial of Guerrazzi; and Bicchierai, 
the public prosecutor. 

At t«u o'clock, A. M., the gendarmes brought 
throe prisoners into the court — Pasquae Casacd, 
the informer, was the picture of an unhappy man ; 
l''r3ncesco Madiai appeared happy to see his wife 
^ain, and pressed her hand ; and Rosa (his wife) 
was pale, and trembled with emotion. The few 
persons present were sui-prised, and moved with the 
tranquillity and firmness of the two accused. 

At the commencement of the trial, the presiding 
Judge asked from Praneesco Madiai if he was bom 
in the bosom of the Holy MotSier, the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. 

A. Yes, sir, was the reply ; but now I am a 
Christian according to the Gospel. 

Q. Who has made you such, and does there 
exist an act of abjuration amongst those you are 
united to 'i 

A. My convictions have existed for many years. 
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but have acquired strength from the study of the 
■word of God. 

Q. Who advised you to leave the Catholic faith "i 

A. Nobody ; it has been a matter between God 
and my own souL 

Q. Have you ever made a public abjuration? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When and how 1 

A. When I took the communion in the Swiss 
diurch. 

Q. Have you distributed among the people any 
publication contrary to the dogmas of the Roman 
church ? 

A. No, sir ; the tracts I gave people to read 
contained only passages of the Holy Sciiptures, but 
nothing of controversy between the two commu- 
nions. 

Q. Did you ever hold religious meetings in your 
house? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you say and do ? 

A. That we were all believers in the Evangelical 
church, and as such we used to congregate and pray. 

Here Casaeci said to the President that mMiy 
were Catholics, and Francesco Madiai and Rosa (hte 
wife) persuaded them to leave the Papal church. 

Q. What have you to say, Francesco Madiai, 
agmnst the deposition of the present witness 1 
A. Those who were yet Catholics desired to h^ 
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come acquainted with the etenial truth, and under 
such circumstances I could not refuse them admit- 
tance l« my house. 

Q. Have you ever had aay reli^ous controversy 
during the time you spoke agauist the church ? 

A. Yes^ar, only when I was provoked ; I spoke 
of the dogmas of the church as contrary to the Bihle, 
but have never used, during this conversation, any 
disrespectful language. 

Hereupon the President ordered Francesco Ma- 
diai to sit down. His wife was called to stand up. 

Q. Have you changed your religion for any ma- 
teria! object? — did you ever receive any pecuniary 
remuneration .? 

A. No, sir ; I have not chMiged my former 
religion lightly, or to please men ; in such a case I 
could have done it when I was in England, where I 
lived seventeen years. 

Q. What, then, conld induce yon to take that 
step? 

A. The reading of the Bible convinced me of the 
error and contradictions of the Romish doctrines. 

Here the presiding Judge imposed silence on the 
prisoner. 

Q. Have you ever made any public abjuration? 

A. Yes, sir; as soon as I became firmly convinced 
of the truth of the Evangelical doctrine I abandoned 
the church, and made a p^iblic confession of faith by 
partaking of the Lord's Supper. 
16 
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Q. Whoro did the public confession take place ? 

A. In the Swiss cluipcl, at Florence, when the 
fonoer laws of our country gave and protected re- 
ligious liberty. 

Q. Have you, at any time, called the Holy 
Apostles men of hatred ? 

A. No, mr; that accusation is totally untrue. 1 
have never been guilty of suoh a thiag, and shall 
prove the contrary by the words of St. Luke, chapter 
xxii, from verse 28th to Slat. But the Judge inter- 
rupted Eosa Madiai, sayiog, "We are not speaking 
about religion now." The defendant replied, " As I 
am accused of religion, I am to answer and defend 
myself on that subject." 

The PiMident, with a stem look, bid her silence, 
for the second time, 

Q, Have you ever said that the Christian reli- 
gion has but eight commandments, and that our 
creed allows fornication ! 

The prisoner hereupon rose indignantly, and 
SMd, in a high tone of voice, that as her only reply 
to that infemous charge, she should be allowed to 
say the Ten Commandments, in order that they 
might judge whether there were eight or ten, 

" Silence !" was answered by the court ; upon 
which, being angry, the defendant replied, "that it 
was not justice to impose silence on one's own de- 

The Judge appeared somewhat milder, and 
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asked the prisoner if she and hor husband obser\-ed 
the ten Comniaiidments? 

" Certainly," she answered, " as God dictated 
them to Moses on Mount Siimi." 

Here the word "silence" was repeated, and the 
examination of Rosa Madiai was closed by the 
Judge saying " that is sufficient." 

The small audience, composed of a few English 
gentlemen, who had been admitted through the in- 
fluence of Sir Henry Bulwer, were struck with the 
simplicity and sincerity of the Madiai. 

On the following day the witnesses were ex- 
amined. On the 6th of June Sig. Ma^orani an- 
nounced to the court that he was ready for the de- 
fence, which he made with so much warmth and 
feeling as to draw tears even from the eyes of the 
prosecuting attorney. 

Paaquae Casaeci, who denied everything, was 
acc[uitted of the criminal charge, but was detained 
to answer two questions against him, by the police, 
according to the law of April, 1851. 

The conduct of the Madiai, during their trial, 
did them the greatest honor, and awaltened the ad- 
miration of the audience. They listened to the sen- 
tence with great firmness and dignity. Francesco 
was in perfect peace, and received the final blow in 
a spirit of holy submission ; and the only expression 
of suffering was squeezing the hand of a friend near 
by, saying — "There is need of patience — and the 
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comfort, the joy of iJie Holy Spirit never changes 
with me, howover it may witli my poor body. I 
am always happy. God has beeii with me all the 
time of my imprisoimieiit, and He will always be 
with me as long aa I remain in prison, and I am 
as sure He will be with me unto death." 



Conduct of lite Prisoners after tlie Trial 

Rosa Madiai, as soon as she returned to the Bar- 
gello prison, knelt and prayed for some time; after- 
wards she wrote the following letter to her hus- 
band: — 

"Mr DEAK Madiai. — You know that I have al- 
ways loved you ; but how much more ought I to 
love you now, that we have been together in the 
battle of the Great King — tliat we have been beaten, 
but not vanquished. I hope that, through the merits 
of Jesus Christ, God our Father will have accepted 
our testimony, and will give us grace to drink, to 
the last drop, the portion of that bitter eup which is 
prepared for us, with returning of thanks. My good 
Madiai, life is only a day, and a day of grief. Yes- 
terday we were young, to-day we are old. Never- 
theless we can say with old Simeon : " Lord, now let- 
test thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyea 
hath seen thy salvation." Courage, my dear, since 
we know by the Holy Spirit that this Christ, loaded 
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with opprobrium, trodden down and calumniated, ta 
our Saviour; and we, by hia holy light and power, 
are called to defend tlie holy cross, and Christ who 
died for us, receiving his reproaches, that we may af- 
terwards participate in hia glory. Do not fear if 
the punishment be hard. God, who made the ch^ns 
fall from Peter, and opened the doors of his prison, 
will never forget us. Keep in good spirits ; let us 
trust entirely in God. Let me see you cheerful, as, 
I trust, by the same grace you will see me cheerful. 
I embrace you with my whole heart. 

" Your affectionate wife, 

"Rosa Madiai." 

Before leaving the Bargello for his final impri 
sonment, Francesco Madiai applied to be allowed to 
carry with him a supply of clean linen, clothes, &o. 
But this was not permitted. He smiled, saying, 
" Well, all things according to the will of God." He 
spoke very laudably of his wife, and requested a 
friend to tell her, "that his prayer was that God 
would go with them to their prisons, and that he felt 
sure that God would he their companion there." He 
was not allowed to see his wife, but was conveyed to 
his goal of Volterra, and thrown among criminals. 
A few days after he was removed from the common 
galleys, and put into eellulary confinement. 

The same gentleman who had visited Francesco 
Madiai while in the city prison, went to see his wife, 
who, hearing of the suddeiideparture of her husband, 
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became much oppressed ; and her mind was also 
tortured by the idea, that, at her advanced age, hav- 
ing always lived amongst virtuous and religious peo- 
ple, she should now be thrown with females of bad 
condtiet. At the same moment, and almost unex- 
pectedly, the prison-keeper brought a message from 
the police that Eosa Madini should be taken away 
from the Bargello and carried to the prisons of 
Lucca. 

At this dreadful notice, in presence of all the at- 
tendants and gendarmes, she burst into fervent pray- 
er, asking God. for more faith, more love to Jesus, 
Her kind lawyer, Signor Maggiorani, promised to 
go to Lucea to see tliat everything that could be 
permitted should be provided for her : and l3io phy- 
sician, who was also present, said that, although it 
was unusual, he would give a certificate as to the 
state of her health retjuiring diet different from that 
of the common prisoners, as absolutely important 
to her life. 

Having quickly dressed herself, she asked for 
her bonnet, and to a remark made by one of the 
jailoi's, why she did not comb her hair, answered, 
" For what use, as in a few hours they wil! cut it off," 
She bid ^reweU to all those assistants, and told an 
English gentleman, in whose service she had been, 
" Remember me to all the brethren, and tell them, 
should they be called to follow us, to bear what may 
be appointed them to suffer, hut never to forsake 
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their God." This advice was addressed to the nu- 
merous prisonei-s who were yet under trial in the 
Beveral jjiisons tf Floituce accused of the same 
crime for winch the Madim had been condemned 

A special oidei of the Tuscan co^emmeut pre- 
sciibed tliit the Mad ai should bi., entuely de- 
prived of all leligious service and boolis of their 
taith, nor =hould iny Piotcstaiit cleigyman be al- 
lowed to ^ iMt them — 1 rule which is not eveu ap- 
plied in the same comtiyto the wor t otimmala. 
They weie soon separated from all the prisoneis, 
and kept in a private and solitary cell — the husband 
on the hills of Volterra, and the wife at Lucca, a dis- 
tance of fifty miles. When they are allowed to 
walk about, it is in a yard, surrounded by walls 
from which you see Qothing but the sky. 

Dressed after the manner of all criminals, for the 
first weeks they were nourished with the common 
find unhealthy victuals of the prison, and it was but 
lately that they were allowed to receive victuals from 
without. In the cell of Rosa Madiai can be seen a 
large chain'hanging to the wall, as a thi-eat in ease 
she should rebel against the prison discipline. 

Not long after her arrival at her new prison-house 
in Lucca, Madame Madia- wrote the following letter 
to her husband at Volterra; — 

" The news I received of your being better, gave 
me great pleasure, and many were the tears of joy 
which bathed my cheeks, for two reasons — first, he- 
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cause God has made you worthy of suffering with 
Hia beloved Son — second, because He restores your 
health. Oh, if we knew how to appreciate these 
humiliations that we suffer, from haying aclmow- 
ledged that there is but one Mediator between God 
and man ! My dear, you say that we expect grace ; 
but allow me to tell you that we have already 
received that great grace, when, after being separated 
by force, driven from our dwelling, and our property 
dispersed as dust before the wind, we have been re. 
duced, you see, to what a state ; and yet, with all 
this, we would not, for all Pharaoh's treasures, as also 
Moses would not, lose that holy gifl; which the Holy 
Ghost has, through His grace, made us, of believing 
in His divine Word. This, I call a grace, and a yery 
great one. If a star is to shine, it will be the star of 
justice. We have done no harm to any one; on the 
contrary, we were injured, having been sold for a few 
dollars. Our accusers are descendants from Judas. 
I fear for their souls. I pray that God grant thetn 
the tears of Peter, not the punishment of Judas, and 
that they may one day enjoy the eternal happiness 
which has been purchased. Were they to come and 
ask alms from me, I would give it to them as I did 
formerly, and may God help us ! Amen. My dear, 
let us be ready to do the Father's will, as His Son, 
our Master, did it. Let us not toi-ment ourselves. 
Peter trembled while walking on the sea, fearing the 
flowing of the waters, and forgot that if the Saviour 
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walked towards him, on the same waters, he was not 
to fear; he feared and cried out — 'Lord, save mel' 
The beneficent hand helped him, saying, 'Man of 
little &ith, why fearest thou?' If the waves of this 
earth causa «a to fear, more shame for us ; let us re- , 
member the saered words : ' Although I were to 
walk in the valley of the shadow of death, I would 
fear no evil, for Thou art with me.' My dear, rest 
in the Lord for welfare as well as for sufferings. 
Every thing passes away. Eternity is the most essen- 
tial part. Be cheerful, and try to recover. God 
bless you, and cover you under the shade of EBa 
wings, for tie grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
" Your affectionate wife, 

"EosaMadiai," 

The Effect of the Trial and Condemnation 
npon tbe Christian Pablic. 

The news that the Madiai had been condemned 
fi)i' having become Prote-itants, and for proselytism 
ag.iiiist the Papal Church, (for it amounted, to that,) 
awoke the indignation of all Protestant countries, 
and even of liberal Roman Catholics, as may be seen 
from an elaborate article which appeared in the 
Journal des DSats of Paris. At a meeting of the 
Swiss Evangelical Alliance, held in Geneva, Profes- 
fior Gaupen was deputed to write to the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, as President of the "Protestant Alli- 
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ancc" in England, and request the British Christiana 
to take up the ease. This led to the holding of puV 
lic meetings of sympathy in London and other prin- 
cipal dties on the British Isles. Similar meetings 
were held on the Continent The Earls of Eoden 
and Cavan, and Capt-aiu Trotter, wei'e appointed 
memhers of a Deputation to' the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany, to intercede in behalf of these persecuted 
people. Deputies were also appointed on the Conti- 
nent, and in the latter part of October, 1852, these 
gentlemen were on their way to Florence. The 
Deputation was as follows ; — 

EnoM Ekglahd.— The Earl of Eoden, Peer of 
England; Lord Cavan, Peer of Ireland ; and Captain 
Trotter. 

Erakcb. — Count Agenor de Gasparin, Deputy of 
France under Louis Philippe; and M. De Mimont, 
ex-Captain of Etat the Major. 

Germany.— Count de Bonin, Captain of the Roy- 
al Guards of his Majesty the King of Prussia; and 
Count Albert de Pourtales, former Minister at Con- 
stantinople. 

Holland. — Mr. Elout de Soetherwoude, Chan- 
cellor of the Royal Court of Amsterdam. 

Switzerland, — Colonel Tronchin and Count de 
Saint George, 

Upon the arrival of tliese distinguished men at 
the Tuscan capital, the following correspondence 
took plaee. 
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"FixiRENCK, Out. 24, 1352. 

To Hia Excdlencj the Dute v! C^igllano, . 
Secretary of Foleien Affairs of Tiiacajiy, 

"Silt — We apply to your Excellency in order 
that you may beg of his Imperial Highness to grant 
us an audience. We wish to have the honor of 
placing before him the expressions of sympathy that 
Mr. and Mrs, Madiai have obtained in every Protes- 
tant community. We come as simple delegates of 
Evangelical CSiristiMis of several couatriea. We ac- 
kuowledge that as suebj we have no right to implore 
the favor of a reception from his Imperial Highness ; 
we consider it as an important point that a religious 
attempt be not misunderstood for an intervention, 
or, as we would term it, a political expre^ion. For 
this purpose we eome without the mediation of any 
ministers accredited to the goveiiiment of the Grand 
Duchy, hoping that our demand will meet with a 
welcome acceptance, being only in. our own name. 
" His Imperial Highness will, no doubt, appreciate 
the sentiment which such demeanor inspires us with, 
as well as that wSiich induces us to recommend, 
most respectfully, to his consideration, Mr. and Mrs. 
Madiiu. 

"Receive, Duke, the assurance of our most pro- 
found esteem, Rodbn, A. De Gaspamn, 

Cavan,. p. De Mibobt, 

Trotter." 
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Answer of llie Minisfer. 

" Florebce, October 25, 1853. 

" My Lord, — I Iiave placed before ray sovereiga 
the letter addressed to me on the 24th inst by sev- 
eral distinguished persons, among ■whom appears 
your name. His Imperial and Royal Highness ap- 
preciates your form of request, as he certainly would 
have deprecated any political expression, and the 
honorable diplomatic agents residing near this court 
would doubtless have reprobated such a course. 

"The two mentioned Madiai, husband and wife, 
Tuscan subjects, have been condemned by the ordi- 
nary tribunals to five years imprisonment, for the 
crime of Prot^tant propaganda, which is punished 
by oiu- laws, as it attacks tte religion of the State. 
The punishment inflicted on them is merely the ap- 
plication of those same laws, and their appeal has 
been rejected. 

" His Imperial and Eoyal Highness, reserving to 
lamself the j>ower of exercising his high privilege in 
the manner he considers most convenient, could not 
allow the intervention of any one whatsoever in an 
^ilair which concerns the administration of justice in 
our States, and his manner of proceeding towards 
his own subjects. My royal sovereign, aware of the 
benevolent sentiments with which you are inspired 
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in taking this step, but not considering that he must 
allow au intervention of any Itind in tliia transaction, 
directs me to inform you, my lord, that he is sorry 
not to be able to grant the audience implored by 
yourself and the others who have signed the letter 
addressed to me. 

"Receive, my lord, and communicate to those 
gentlemen, the assurance of my very profoiind es- 
teem. Tub Duke of Cassioliano." 

"To the right Houori.ble, Uic Esrl of aodeo, 
Peer of Englana, et Florence." 

As soon as the deputation, who were in perma- 
nent sitting, had received this answer, they agreed to 
write an address to the Grand Duke, and sent it, as 
is customary, enclosed in the following letter to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs : — 

" To HiB Excellency Ibe Dd;e of CaaigUano, 
Sectelarj of Forcien Afthlre of Tuscany," 

Sir, — "We have received the letter by which 
your Excellency does us the honor of informing us 
that His Imperial Highness has appreciated the form 
given to our request, and does not, however, think 
of granting us the implored audience, but reserves 
t« himself the use of his high privilege in the way 
which he will consider most convenient. 

" All that remains for us to do now is to perform 
our mission as well as we can, by conveying to your 
Excellency the expressions of those sentiments 
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which wp liad been fihai'gcd with presenting to His 
Imperial Highness, and had placed in the enclosed 
address. 

"We hope that if His Imperial Highness will 
vouchsafe to rend them, ho will perceive nothbg but 
what is becoming to the religious chai-a«ter of our 
peaceful intervention, and the profound respect that 
abides within us, 

" Please, an^cept Duke, this new testimony of our 
very profound esteem. 

EoDEN, A. De Gasparin, 

Cavan, a. De Bonis, 

Trotter, De Mimont." 

" P. S. — In order not to make your excellency 
wait for the answer which is due to you by us, we 
sign this letter before the arrival of the other depu- 
ties, who are already on their way to Florence, and 
whom we consider as here present, aware of our de- 
mand. They are Albert de Pourtales, from Berlin; 
Colonel Tronchin ; the Count of St. George, from 
Geneva ; and the Counsellor Elout de So ether woude, 
from Amsterdam." 



ADDItESS 



"Imperial AND hoyal Highness. — Your Impe- 
and Royal Highness luiows with what views wo 
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have the honin- of appearing before you. We not 
only abstained from having recourse to a diplomatic 
intervention, whicli would have compromised the 
excludvely religious character of our mission, but 
we openly show, from this very moment, the wish 
that this mission, may never henceforth serve aa a 
pretext to any political action. 

" We are but simple Christians, and representa- 
tives of mUlIons of other Christians, who use no 
other anns than prayer, no other strength than that 
of their Diviae Master. Our emba^y is quite of a 
new kind, and we believe is to be considered as a 
testimonial of respect wliieh is shown to the Prince 
to whom it is addressed. 

-'Our brethren have said to us: — Go, not in the 
name of tliis or of that Protestant power, !jut in the 
name of the Ijord Jesus ; go and acquaint the sove- 
reign of Tuscany with tlie expression of profound 
sympathy excited by the condition of Mr. and Mrs. 
Madiai ; we hope that such general HjTnpathy will 
be talten into consideration by your Imperial and 
Eoyal Highness. 

" We will not attempt, your Highness, to judge 
about the convenience of the Jaw, nor its application. 
It is cei-taiuly not out business to meddle with the 
legislation! or administration of justice iu your 
States. We only feel the want of addiug a word of 
justification to our steps, which is, that we never re- 
fuse to those eonti-ary to our faith, what we wish in 
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favor of our Protestant brethren. The Roman Cath- 
olic is free in the countries which we represent. 
Your Imperial oiid Eoy-ai Highness understands the 
meaning of these words. How could we ever have 
dared to address you this petition in favor of our 
brethren, the Madiai, if we knew not how to accept 
the condition of granting freedom to Roman Catho- 
lics 1 We shoidd have omitted the profound respect 
due to your Imperial and Royal Highness had we 
hesitated in speaking thus. 

" Eespect is not only on our !ips, but we feel it 
in us, Tlie Evangelical Christians who have sent us 
hither, have all learned, from a study of holy books 
to respect consfitufed powers, and their prayers for 
your Imperial and Eoyal Highness have joined to 
those which are now offered in all parts of Europo 
and America for our brethren Madiai. 

" We sincerely hope, your Highness, that your 
answer will be such as to afford full consolation to 
those who sent us, 

" RoDBN, Gasp ARAN, 

A. DE BoNiK, Cavan, 
De Mamont, Trotteb." 

Hius terminated the efforts of the Deputation, 
BO far as the Tuscan Government was concerned. 
Soon afterwards they left Florence for their respec 
tive countries, to make report to those who had 
sent them. It would seem that they left Italy with 
the hope that the prisoners would, after a few weeks 
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or moiitlis, be releasctl, through the grace of the 
Gi-aiiil Dulie — a hope which lias been utterly diis- 
appointed. 



Correspoiidencc between (he Depiitatltia and Uie 
Converts in Tuscany. 

Before the Deputation left; Elorence they re- 
ceived the following intereating letter from a com- 
mittee (whose names imist remain unknown to the 
world) of tlio Converts from Popery in that city and 
its vicinity, and made a suitable reply: — 

"Tg tbc Christinn BrGlbrcn fanning Iho mriaiii DoputstiDns sent to 
uppeal iH fiivorof Framiesco unci Itoaa Mad ini, held Priaonera in 
Tuacooy for the cause of tho Gospel. 

" Beloved brethren in &e Lord, — The evangelical 
Christians in Tuscany, greatly moved by the earnest 
proof of Christian love shown to tteni hy many 
brethren of various oounti-iea and languages, but 
united to them in one common bond of faith, desire 
to espresa their thankfulness and gratitude for the 
love that has led you, unsolicited by tliem, to come 
hither for the sole purpose of endeavoring to alleviate 
the sufieriags of om- brother and sister, Fi-aneesco 
and Rosa Madiai, now enduring hard bondage for 
rending the Word of Life, and for the open and free 
confession of that truth, believed and held by them 
with that consttmcy and steadfastness alono worthy 
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of those who, like hithful sheep, know the Yoiee ot 
the 'true Shepheid' that died to save them, and 
'follow him whithetBOevei Ht, goeth ;' but for 
which steadfastne&s they aie now accused of impiety. 
" We believe it unnecessary to recapitulate the 
pMnful history of their long and severe sufferings, 
inasmuch as you are already well-informed of all 
that has happened to us, and have with so much 
love watched all the trials we have been subject to 
within the last few years. You have heard, that 
having been bred up and instructed to assume at 
least the outward garb of religion, even if accom- 
panied by a fatal aad passive indifference, provided 
we did not openly question the customs and tra- 
ditions imposed upon us; many of us became either 
solely wrapped up in the political vidssitudes of our 
unhappy country, or, ' ignorant of GocTs righteous- 
ness,' went about ' to establish our own righteous- 
ness, not submitting ourselves unto the rightec 
of God.' Romans, x. 3. In this fatal d 
must have remained, had we not had free access to 
tlie unadulterated Word of Gob, ' able to maJte ua 
wise unto salvation.' It is through His mercy and 
grace alone that we now abide faithful unto that 
Word, notwithstanding the many trials daily re- 
newed against us by our rulers. For these, indeed, 
we continually pray, knowing the many difficulties 
. and obstacles they have to contend with from those 
who are the worst enemies to the diffusion of God'b 
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Word, and whose influence our tulere have sought 
to enlist, by concessions in their fiivor, and by 
severity against those who have separated them- 
selves, under the idea that to uphold the predomi- 
nant religion of the State is the best guarantee for 
the peace and prosperity of the country, 

" We are truly sorry that at this time, espedally, 
we caunot personally render you an open testimony 
of our gratitude and love for the singular proof you 
have given us of your sympathy with our suffering 
brethren; but you are well aware that we are not 
permitted now even to meet together for mutual ed- 
ification, and that we are obliged to abstain from 
assembling ourselves together, even for the sole pur- 
pose of worshipping G-od, through fear of either im- 
prisonment or exile, and the consequent distress of 
our lamilies. We are thus in difiieulty between the 
laws of our country and the express laws of our 
God. Heh. x. 25. We would gladly forego many 
of the rights of citizens, or willingly bear any other 
burthen, if in exchange we could meet in the name 
of our Lord. 

" But though we cannot openly and collectively 
offer you the expression of our gratitude for the sym- 
pathy which you have eo manifested towards us in 
our trials and sufferings, we cannot be hindered from 
offering up our prayers to the ' Father of Mercies ' 
and 'God of all Grace,' that He may crown your 
mission with success, and may grant us better days, 
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when we may ' woi-ship God iu quietness, none 
daring to make us afraid.' 

!' If, however, it must needs bo that we should yet 
auifer for the ti'uth, we commit ourselves iu confi- 
dence to our Father in Heaven, who will not permit 
us to be tried above what we ave able to bear, aad 
who has graciously assured His people that 'as 
their days are, so shiill their strength be,' Deut 
xxxiii. 25. And we abide the issue of these trials 
with the calm assurance that He who perniitg them, 
will overrule them for His own glory, and for our 
good ; and that the tbings that befiill us shall turn 
out, as m the early days of His Church, rather to 
the furtherance of the Gospel. 

" One other matter we cannot pass by. We have 
been accused of making a pmfession of the Gospel 
for the sole pui-pose of endeavoring to wndermine 
the present political state of the country ; but your 
deputation, coming from so many friendly States, ia 
a clear and undaiiiable proof that we have not been 
actuated by political motives in searching, as we 
have done, the Scriptures of trutb. 

■' We entreat you, that when you return again to 
your native lands you will convoy to our brethren 
who sent you the expression of our deepest grati- 
tude; and tell them tliat we fuel eitcouriigsd and 
suslfl,ined by their sympathy, and that the moral 
support of all the evangelical Christians of Europe is 
of the greatest value and consequence to God's poo- 
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p!e in this land, -who desire to know for themselves 
the Word of Eternal Life. Above all things, re- 
quest tliem to unite their prayers ^th ours, that the 
Lord may uphold us in all our need, and prepare ua 
for all that He has prepared for us ; and that His 
Word may have free eom^e in this land and be glo- 
rified. Finally, that in all that coEcems ua. His will, 
and not ours, may be done. Our trust is in Him 
from whom our strength cometh, and whose grace is 
sufficient for us ; and for the joy set before us we 
gladly endure the passing afflictions of the present 
time, knowmg that ' He who hath loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood ' shall 
guide us at last ' to the rest that remaineth,' when 
' the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed us, and shall lead us to the living fountains of 
water, and God shall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes.' 

"May our Lord and S J Christ, who 

hath abolished death, and h th b ht 1 fe and im- 
mortality to light through the tr pel trengthen, 
comfort, and bless you ab 11 tl t y u can ask 

or think ; and to His nam b all tl pa se." 

" Florence, October aSlb, 185 



" Beloved Brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ — ■ 
Though we entertaiaed no doubt of tJie warm sym- 
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pathy you would feci for us while eserting ourselves 
in fiivor of a suflerhig brother and sister of your own 
body, yet wC muat assure you of the joy that haa 
filled our hearts at the address we have just received. 
This joy is increased, not only by the Christian cha- 
racter of the sentimeuts therein contained, but by our 
knowledge that it emaimtca from a body so nume- 
rous that it makes us lift up our hearts to the Lord 
with thankfulness for the faet, that even in this land, 
where darltness so long prevailed, He has been ad- 
ding daily to the churcd those that should be saved. 
Acts, ii. 47. 

"As our owR mission has been throughout free of 
every worldly or political object, we have the less 
scruple in exhorting you to continue in the same 
course. We Jtnow that the more truly you are 
evangelical Christians, the better subjects you will 
be ; mindful of that Scriptm'e, that, ' Whosoever 
resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God.' 
Eom. siii. 3. ' Let not then your good be evil 
spoken of.' Rom. xiv. 16. This counsel we would 
tender to you, in all simplicity ; ever mindful, how- 
ever, of that last appeal to be made to all rulers in 
extreme cases. ' Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you, more than unto God, 
judge ye' Acts, xiv. 10. followed as it must be, 
in manners of conscience, by the reply. ' We ought 
to obey God rather than men.' Acts, v. 29. 

It is unnecessary to suggest to you that we must 



B> Google 



all bo prepared with patience to endure suffering for 
conscience sake. Por «s, to hear of your sufferings 
f y th 1 t!j f 
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pursue your present course of submission to His 
wiU, and to tkose appointed under Him — of love for 
the truth, strengthened rather than wealcened by 
pei-seeiition ; and of closo uniou, as brethren and fel- 
low-sufferers for Christ's sake — ye must not doubt of 
that help from tlie Lord, who has promised to listen 
to the prayers of them that ask Him, 

"We Imow thatif a man's ways please the Lord, 
' He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him.' Prov. xvi. 7. 

" Already the prayers of hundreds of thousands of 
Protestant Cliristians are raised to Him, not only in 
favor of the Madiai, whose sufferinga are known, bat 
for the unknown miiititnde who, like you, are hinder- 
ed in their course by those who love not the light. 
" That these acts will strengthen and not weaken 
your faith, we are coniirmed in believing; while wo 
witnesa in your ardor of love for the Saviour, little 
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dreamed of by many who have free liberty to con- 
fess Him, and to call xipon Him, to feast on His 
words of comfort, and to join in the pure worship of 
Him as the sole Mediator between God and man. 
Thus, then, must we continue, in hope, in faith, in 
love, to offer up this prayer for you — ' The God of 
all grace, who has called us unto His eternal giory 
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, 
make you perfect, stablieh, strengthen, settle you.' " 
! Pet. V. 10. 



lord Rodeu's Visit to tlie imprisonfd Madiai, 

Before leaving Tuscany, the Earl of Ruden re- 
quested permission of the Tuscan G<iveniment to 
visit the Madiai in their prisons. The following are 
the "notes" whidi he made of those visits. They 
cannot be read by any Chi'istian without deep 
emotion. 

Hole of my Conversation witb Franoeseo Madiai in the 
prison at VolfOTra, 3rd Kovember, 1853. 

" Having arrived here last night, I proceeded at 
ten o'clock this morning to the great prison, allotted 
to persons convicted of the worst crimes ; containing 
within its walls at the present time above 500 crimi- 
nals. This most imposing building is situated on 
the summit of the hrights of Volterra, 1,800 feet 
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above the level of the sea. I waited on the dircttorc, 
who received me with civility. I presented to him 
my passport, that he might identify me as the person 
whom he had received orders from the Government 
to admit to visit the prisoner, Francesco Madiai. 
lie introduced me to the siib-direttore, desiring him 
to conduct me to Madiai's room. We passed through 
a very long corridor, with cells on either side, and 
reached the door of the infirmary, where Francesco 
was confined. I was shown into a small room, 
where the window was on a level irith the table, 
and there was air and light in abundance, Francesco 
rose from his chjur when the suh-dlrettore told him 
who I was ; he then shut the door and retired, so that 
I had fid! opportunity to converse with the prisoner 
alone. In about a quarter of an hour the aub-diret- 
tore returned with the doctor, I thanjted them both 
for their kindness to Francesco, partionlarly the lat- 
ter ; and I told Madiai, in their hearing, that I waa 
at the head of a deputation which had come from 
England, France, Germany, Switzeriand and Hol- 
land, to implore the Grand Duke's clemency towards 
him and his wife ; that, in so doing, we were not only 
influenced, by compission for them, and the deepest 
sympathy for their sufferings, but that our special 
object was to endoi-se the principle which they had 
maiatained, and for which they were now suffering, 
namely, that e^'ery individual in the world had a 
right to read the Word of God without note or com- 
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ment; and Uiat that principle was neai' and dear to 
our hearts as Cliristians. Neither the snb-direttore 
nor the doctor made any remark to this ; but the 
latter said, that Francesco's health had improved, 
tliat all fever had left him, though there was still 
much weakness. I then told Francesco that I had 
visited him and his wife at the request of my brother 
deputieg, who, together with all who loved and 
valued tho Word of God, were warmly attached to 
them both, and were thankful to God for the confes- 
sion which they had been enabled to make, and for 
the support which He had given them under their 
heavy trials, dunng fifteen months' incarceration, 
several months of which I was aware had been speat 
in the Margello, the common prison of Florence, 
where the treatment of them had btot. inost cruel — 
indeed, barbarous, 

"The sub-direttore and doctor haviiifi retired he 
spoke much to me of the state of h a hea th, say g 
ho was better; but in his al and led c Ifa e 
I could too plainly see the efle ts of all through 
which he had passed, and al 1 o gl comparat sely 
better, I have no doubt tl at a m ch longer co fine 
ment must terminate in his death. He tall ed i the 
comfort which he had in the Scriptures ; he found the 
testimony of the Lord Jesus in them his great sup- 
port ; he cared little for other books in comparison 
with the Word of God ; he was allowed the Roman 
Catholic Bihlo by Martini, with notes. 
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" I told him tliat his wife, whom I had seen two 
days before, requested me to tell him that she was 
well. He was looliing forward with great hope to 
his speedy liberation, and seemed much disappointed 
at the failm-e of our application. I said that the 
Kiug of Prussia had taken a special iuterest in their 
case, and had sent a nobleman from Berlin, Count 
Arnim, to plead their cause before the Grand Dulte. 
His eyes then filled with tears, and ho exclaimed, 
' How cau I over be gi-atefui enough to God for His 
mercies to me!' He spoke of his own nothingness, 
and that therefoi-e it could only have been God who 
had put it into the hcailis of kings and nobles, and of 
Christians of distant countries, to be so interested in 
their behalf. He added, that he felt tliat he was in 
God's hands, aiid that he would do with him as He 
pleased, 

" I found in Francesco Madiai a simple-minded 
Christian, greatly depressed and worn dowtt by 
severe suffering, mental and bodily. He made no 
complaints, and spoke with the gi'eatest respect of 
the Grand Duke, his sovereign, to whom, I had pre- 
viously heai-d, he had been always a most attached 
and loyal subject. He evidently would have entered 
more at length into the particulars of his case, but I 
told him that I already knew them. When I asked 
him if I could do anything for him, he said, ' Nothing 
but to pray for him.' I then ofl'ercd up a short 
prayer with him for the continuance of God's favor 
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Biid suppoi't towards him and his wife, and bade him 
ferewell with feelings kindred to those witli which I 
had taken leave of his poor wife." 

"EODEH." 

We subjoin to the Eai'l of Roden's " Notes," an 
extract of a letter from a Christian friend in Florence, 
dated some weeks after the Deputation had lelt, to 
diow that the Government of Tuscany has increased 
the rigor of its course. 

"You are aware of the two new decrees, the first 
of which re-establishes the pain of death for crimes 
of public violence against the government and ngaiast 
religion ; and the second authorizes the polioe to 
search and imprison, without judgment or sentence 
from the ordinary tribunals. Tliese decrees were 
published ou the 17th November, and on the 18th, 
at five o'clock A. M. Angiolo Giiardiicci was arrest- 
ed, he being still in beil, his lodgings searched, and 
himself taken to the Murate, where he has bees for 
the last fortnight. 

" We have passed many a happy hour during the 
presence ia our city of so many dear brethren from 
several cities ; but the sun which shone for a short 
time was soon overclouded. Lord Roden went to see 
Rosa Madiai on the 31st Oct. and Francesco on the 
3d of November. Tlieir faithful and alway devoted 

friend Mr. C , saw Fi'ancesco on the 6th ; but some 

days after, hearing that he was confined to his bed, 
and wishing to see him, this consolation was refused 
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him. Eecciit and sevcro oi'dcrs only allowed ono 
visit a month. Sir H. Biihver's ijilcvfoi-eDce, to 
mitigate this order, was useless. We are awara 

that since Mr. C left, Madiai's physical wealtness 

has been very great. For several days he refused 
his medicines, and even his eoiFee and milk, through 
fear of being poisoned. On Satui-day this gentleman 
returned to Volterni to see the prisoner — the time 
prefixed since his last visit being expivcd." 

18* 
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CHAPTER I. 



A Notice of a MeeliDg in JletvopoUtan Hall, Stntement of 
FuefB.—EeBolutJous adopted. — DeclMntionof Piiiiciplcs. 
— Dr. Bethune'a Address. — Popish oiJpoEitioD.^Ueel^ 
hig in NaH-nrh. — Meeting in Baliiniore — Eesulutions of 
Kew-York Legislature. — Eeaolutions oiT United States 
Semite. — Mr. Everett'e Letter. 
Americans had watched the movoments of tho 
Papal Powers in Europe, aiiij with gi-ief had seen 
the recently brightened prospects of (he friends of 
freedom, and of Evangelical Eeligion there, rapidly 
receding from them, and Popery with primitive 
energy, seeking to re-estahlish itaelf t g 'n 1 to 
hold its former dominion, by the most nj fi bl 
and cruel measures. Fines, inipi n 1 h 
ment, txmfiaoation of goods, and dea 1 m 

'moR inflictions on those who did if Jl 

its requsitions. The Madiai full nd d pi a- 

eure, but they wore not alone. Thtic weie many 
cases very similar, vMeh were known to the people 
of this country; but by die directions of an over- 
ruling Providence tho Madiai were made to hold 
a prominent place in the public view. 

Previously there had been no little conversation 
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in social circles in regard to Ihom, luid an occasional 
paragraph in Newspiipovs concoi'niiig them had also 
appeared. But in. tho Autumn of 1853 a crisis 
seemed fovniiiig. Large iiurabers of all classes who 
liad been interested iu them, and in their associates 
in suiFeriiig in Tuscany for tho causo of Christ, ba- 
gaii to talk of some public expression of American 
Sentiments upon the subject, Tlia feeling of sym- 
-patliy for the snS'erers gi-ew claily in intensity; and 
ill the month of Deee^ubei" the publio mind was 
ripe for the expression of its deep and saci-ed emo- 
tions, its utter abhorrence of intolorauco and perse- 
cution on aceouiit of religious faith and practice. 

At tlie suggestion ol' a joint committee from the 
Amovicnn and Foreign Cliristian Union, and The 
Evangelical Alliance, who wi'ro iippointcd to make 
arriingemonta for a public inteting of the "friends 
of religious liberty," williout regard to sect or party, 
tho following call, sigu-d by thirty men of the first 
respectability in llic city of iSew-York, was publish- 
ed in sovcrftl of iho leading Secular and Religioua 
Newspapers, viz. 

'■ Tlie undei-signed would rospectf^dly suggest the 
propriety oi' convening a public meeting, to be held 
at Metropolitan ILill on Fridiiy evening, Jauuary 
7lh, for the purpo<-e of e,\pi-ea, i:]g the sympathy of 
the Clmstian cumrnunity, and of the friends of re- 
ligious liberty, with the ' Madiiii ' family and others, 
imprisoned in fhc (iraud Duchy of Tu;>cany for poi- 
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sessiiig and reading the Hoi j Scriptures, and to con- 
sider wlmt measures may properly be taken for the 
relief of their present sufteringa, and for theirrcleaso 
from imprisonment." 

In accordance with this Call, oa Friday evening 
January 7th, 1853, an immense concourse of people 
assembled at the Metropolitan Hall. The Honora- 
ble Jacob A. Westervolt, the Mayor of the city, pre- 
ddcd, and was supported by a large number of Vice- 
Presidents, lay and clerical. 

The meeting having been organized, by reading 
the " CaU," and the choice of its officers, was opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Thomas De Witt, D. D. 
The Rev. Robert Baird, D. D, then submitted a 
brief statement, comprising the leading political 
events in Tuscany during a few past years — the re- 
ligious condition of the people — facts concerning the 
Madiai, — their social relations, conversion to Chris- 
tianity, quiet and exemplary lives, arrest, trial, con- 
demnation and imprisonment, — and the efforts which 
had been made ia Europe, but in vain, for their release. 

Ill behalf of the committee of arrangements for 
the meeting, iha Rev. W. Patton, D. D. then sub- 
mitted the fijllowiiig i-esolutionj, which were received 
by the audience with great favor, viz, 

RESOLUTIOKS. 

"Wheroaathis meeting has learned, with profound 
sorrow, that Slg. Madiai and his wife, together with 
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othfir worthy persona ia tho Gi iiid Duchy of Tua- 
caiiy, have been torn from then homes and thiown 
into prison, subjeet to coercive discipline, or other- 
wise persecuted, for p03=!essing and reartmg tha 
Bible ; and whei'eaa it is believed that geneia! mam 
festations of public opimon havt, been found in all 
civilized couati'ies to eseitahappj mflueuco upon 
governments as well ae upon those who suflei 

" Resolved, 1. That this meeting would express ita 
(Jeep sympathy for these sufferers for couscieuce sake 
in tlieir severe trials, and offer its prayers to Heaven 
that they may be sustained by God's grace imder 
them, and that these persoeutions may have a speedy 
tenni nation. 

" Resolved, % That his Excellency, the Presidonl; 
of the United States be, and hereby is, requested to 
exert his kindly influence in such manner as he may 
deem most judicious and mOst compatible with the 
duties of his official position, in behalf of these peo- 
ple, in the hope that the Goverameat of Tuscany, in 
eonipllanco wltb a respectful expression of the per- 
sonal wishes of the Chief Magistrate of a nation 
which welcomes al! who come to its shores, what- 
ever may be their ereei5, and gives them equal and 
complete religious liberty, may at least allow Signor 
Madiai and his wife to quit their prisons, and emi- 
grate, if so dinposed, to our country, at our expense. 

"Resolved, 3. That this gi-eat meeting, convened 
without distiuotion of scot or party, and composed 
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of friends of Religious Liberty, avails itself of the 
occasion, ia this solcmu and formal manner, to de- 
darc to Europe nnd to the whole woiltl, that an cs- 
periencc, running through many jears, has demon- 
Btrated to our nuanimous judgment the safety, har- 
mony and prosperity which entire religious liberty 
secures both to the State and to Religion. 

"Sesalved, 4. That this meeting tinnly believes 
that it is the duty of the Government of the United 
States to protect all our eiti3ens in thsir religious 
rights whilst residing or sojouraing in foreign lands \ 
approves in the fullest manner of a noble attempt 
of a distinguished Senator from Michigan, (Gen. 
Cass,) to call the attention of the Goveniment and 
the public to this important suhjeet; and entcrfciins 
the confident hope that this Government will spee- 
dily secure to its citizens, by the express stipulations 
of international treaties, the right to worship God 
according to the dictates of their eonseienco in every 
foreign land. 

" Mesolved. 5. That this meeting is of the opinion 
tiat the benevolence which the Gospel teaches and 
inspires, should load the Government of these United 
States, and the Govei-nments of other countries 
which enjoy the hlessiaga of religious liberty, and 
have experienced its advantages, to exert a judicious, 
proper, and peaceful influence to secure these bless- 
ings and advantages to all nations which do not poa- 
eess them. 
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"Sesolued, G, Finally, that wliei-eas the Bible is 
aclinowlcdgcd by aU Christians to bo fi-om God, 
and to contiiin a revelation, of His will concerning 
men, and lies at the foundation of Christiaaity, this 
meeting affirms, in the most emphatic manner, its 
unwavering conviction, that as every man is respon- 
sible to God aJone fur his religious belief, that no 
governnaent, civil or ecclesiastical, has the riffhl to 
forbid any man to possess and read that sacred 
volume for himself, or read it to his family, to his 
neighbors, to his friends, and to all who desire to 
hear it. 

"Additional Resolution. That iuasmuch as ■we 
have learned that several of these persecuted people 
avo in exile and in want, and others in prison, and 
that their families are reduced to great distress, and,. 
some of them to utter destitution, this meeting re- 
commends that contributions be made by the be- 
nevolent, without delay, for their relief, and that » 
committee be appointed to receive and expend the 
fun^s whicli may be raised." 

Tiia Rev. John Kenneday, D. D. of Brooklyn, 
N. y.— the Rev. N. Murray, D. D. of Elizabeth- 
town, N. J. and the Rev. WiUiam Hague, D. D. of 
Newai'k, N. J. respectively, and in the order named, 
delivered very able and interesting addresses, whidi. 
were received by the meeting with very great sati* 
fiiction, and warm expressions of applause. 

The Congregation then rose, and sung, standing, 
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-to the tune of Old Hundred, the 117tli pKalm, be- 
ginning " From all who dwell below the skios," 
when at its close the Rev. E. E. Fairchild, D. D. 
in beliaJf of the Committee, read the following De- 
claration, which was also received with approba- 



" 1. It has been proposed to mvoke the influence 
of the President of the United States to induce the 
government of Tuscany to pursue a milder policy, 
because it is believed thit the affair of the Madiai 
has rea hi 1 i po t, that, in answer to a kind 
request com f, f ou tl e. Chief Magistrate of this 
country not n the vay of ordmary diplomacy, or 
as a pol t caJ q est o but as an act of personal la- 
vor to I n a d as 1 or to tliis nation, clemcuoy 
may be shown to these sufferers, and they may be 
allowed to come to us. This request is made the 
more readily to our worthy Chief Magistrate, be- 
cause it is within our knowledge that a similar influ- 
ence haa been not once but several times exerted in 
fevor of clemency by several of his predecessors, 
and not in vain. This happened in relation to a per- 
secution, a few years ago, at Hamburg, the massacre 
of the Jews at Damascus, as well as in other in- 
stances. 

"2. Wilh equal readiness should we unite witli 
our fellow-citizens ia invoking that influence in the 
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case of any pei-sons suffering for coiiacienoe' sake, 
whoever tliuy might be, whoiiever it can be shown 
that such interposition, personal rather tlian offidal, 
would be liltely to prove effectual. 

'■ 3. Whilst this meeting, fully believing that God 
has given to no man the right to hold error, or prac- 
tice a false worship, yet that, in this respect he is 
accountable to Him who alone is Lord of the con- 
science, who has given him His word to enlighten 
and guide him, if he will submit to its teachings ; 
and that no man, no combination of men, nor human 
(Tovemment, has the right to compel men to beJieva 
as they do, " undar pains and penalties;" therefore 
this meeting reprobates that state of things, in any 
country, by which dissent ffom the Established 
Church is viewed and treated as constructive treason. 

" 4. It is not the object of this meeting to boast of 
onr political institutions, or to meddle with questions 
of a political nature. We have no desire to wound 
the feelings of other nations by touching qnestiona 
that relate to the forms of the civil government — • 
questions which wo hold, that every nation has tha 
eselnsivo right to decide for itself, and may justly 
demand that its decisions shall be respected. 

"5. Neither have we come together to abuse tha 
rulers of any country in Europe, or of any other 
part of the world ; but, appreciating in some good 
degree the difficulties under which some of them 
and their governments lie at present, we would set 
19 
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before them wliat we have found to be so beneficial 
to all concerned ia our country, and make some sug- 
gestions ■which may (with God's blessing) not bo 
without use to them. 

"0. This meeting would consider the subject be- 
fore them, not as a Protestant or Roman Catbolio 
question, but as one which concerns the mteresta of 
humanity entire, especially the interests and honor 
of Christendom. We desire liberty of conscience 
for all, whoever they may be, and we reprobate and 
stigmatise persecution on religious grounds, wher- 
ever it may exist. Wo live uader a government, 
we are happy to say, wii(»e constitutional proviaioas 
guarantee to the population (native and foreign) the 
enjoyment of the rights of conscience, the rights of 
private and public worship, the right to hold and to 
propagate their religious opiaions respecting doc- 
trines and woi-ship in all proper and peaceable 
ways — a govenimejit which has made no law, that 
we are aware of, with the intention of preventing 
men from holding or imparting to their fellow-mea 
such opinions as may seem to them right on the 
subject of religion. 

" 7. The religious liberty so fully enjoyed by all 
in the United States justifies us in appealing to the 
liberality of the rulers and governments of Europe, 
to concede all the liberty of worship and of opinion 
which may bo consistent with intenial peace, and 
duo to national comity. The people of the United 
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States, chiefly Protestants, cannot look upon the 
punishment of men for no other offence than Pro- 
testantism, without that dissatisfaction which must 
strongly act npon all Protestant people, and prepare 
a state of opinion which may one day be TCry un- 
favorable to the peace of the world. 

" 8. Still further : the people of the United 8tat«8, 
wlien eonSagration or femine overwhelms with dis- 
tress or ruin any other people, do not stop to in- 
quire into the religions or political opinions of the 
sufferers, but fly promptly to tlieir relief, as has been 
twice done in relation to Madeira, and also to Ire- 
kiid, Scotiaad, and Greece. This liberality on our 
part entitles us to, at least, a respectfid hearing, 
when wo speak of religions liberty to the nations of 
the earth, especially as we have had ample experience 
of its blessed influence. 

" 9. Christendom has long submitted to a law of 
nations. And even the eomity of nations, if it has 
nut commanded so general an assent, has at least 
exerted a wide and perceptible influence. But a 
2>uhUc opinion of nations is rapidly growing into 
power, and its influence will be far more effectual 
and controling than either. The fiidlities of tra- 
\ elling, the wonders of the telegraph, the increase of 
knowledge, are opening the way for on intei'change 
of opinions which must remove many difficulties, 
and thus bring about a unity of sentiment on very 
many subjects on which men have heretofore been 
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divided. It will bceoine a matter of necessity that 
rulers and gOTOiiiments prepare for this change, nnd 
so modify their laws and regulations as to make due 
concessions to this new state of things." 

The Rev. George W. Bolhuno, D. D. of Brook- 
lyn, New- York, nest addressed the meeting in a 
very able and appropriate speech, and which ^-as 
received with very great cnthnaiasm. That the 
reader may enter into the spirit, the feelings, and 
the high and worthy aims of the meeting, the follow- 
ing, but greatly condetised report of this excellent 
speech, which occupied nearly an hour in. its de- 
livery, is submitted ; — 



'The Kev. Dr. Brtuusb said this was to him a 
most solemn occasion. He felt as if ho were ciilkd 
i^ain into the presence of centuries long pai5t. Ho 
seemed to hear thoso suhlimo words ringing in his 
ears: 'I Itclleve in tlio Holy Ghost, and in the 
holy Catholic .church, and in the commmiion of 
sunts.' There is hut one head, and but one body ; 
and wherever there is one who believes ia Jesus 
Christ, there is a member of that ebui-eh ; and if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer with it. If 
wo have the Holy Ghost within us, if wo have be- 
come vitally wnited to the body of our blessed Lord 
by a livuig faith, there is not one of iis whose heart 
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is not bleeding with tliose beloved Christiana who 
are now cruslied beneath the foot of the oppressor ; 
and we must, before (rod, who gave ug hearts and 
faith, speak out. I am sure we must all feel it, and 
our sympathies must iiud relief; and if it reach no 
further than to give us relief from this pent-up emo- 
tion, this meeting is a blessing to the freemen and 
inhabitants of New-Yorlt. (Applause.) I said I 
felt as if I were called into centuries loag past away. 
We read of the suffei-ings of the primitive Chi'istiana 
— we read of them who were stoned and sawn 
asunder — who sang imid'at the smoke of their fiiea 
■ — who perished m dungeons with the long p^m of 
fatal hanger ; and until a very shoit time ago we 
bad felt, as Chiistians that these days were jast. 
There were some prophecits that mterpieted ii a 
particular light seemed to t Jl us that the davs of 
that persecution might return, but we had beeu long 
iit the habit of feeling that those days had gone, 

" It is not long since we had the privilege to wel- 
come the stvanger among us, and it was a higher 
privilege to wolcome those exiles from the island of 
Madeira, Then, for the first time, we were per- 
mitted to see the ' confessors,' such as are now 
canonized by that same Church of Home. And 
now wo are told that two obscure individuals, in 
the midst of that church, are incarcerated and treated 
as felons, for no crime but reading the Bible. From 
my heart I sympathise with those two persons, that 
19* 
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brother and sister in Christ; but mnch reroains yet 
behind to bo filled up of the sufferings of Christ. 
There remains yet a necessity for the sufferings of 
the people of God, to prove in the first place the 
evil of that spirit whitli exalts itself against the 
Scripturos ; and, in fho Ecconi^ place, to prove the 
divinity of that faith wliieh upholds the soul above 
torture and imprisonment and death. 

"This proves that the Kpivit of that power is un- 
clianged. It is impossible for an American, brought 
up from his cluldhood amidst the light and liberty, 
aud privileges which we enjoy in this Innd — it is im- 
possible fov him to conceive the tyranny and op- 
pression ivhicli exist in the Old World, and when 
we toil him of it, he tells us that we are calumniating 
our brethren, and that it is not right to bi'ing such 
charges against men because their ancestors in past 
ceuturits have been guilty of crimes, and that the 
growing light of science and the interchange of phi- 
lanthi'opic feeling have wrought a great revolution 
in tlie spirit of that church which was formerly 
recogiiiied as a church of persecution. Hero is a 
feet rising up before us, wliich tells ns tliat the 
spirit whii:h persecuted the Albigenses is still there, 
not dead, but rampant and ready, so far as it has the 
power, to cnitli now, as it was ready to crireh five 
hutidrud years ago. Am I wrong in this? I see a 
brother here upon the etape who told me once, in 
preathing prepai'atory to. the sacrament, he took 
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occasion to explain the feliacy of the doctrine of 
trausubatantlation hdd: by tlic Catholic Church, and 
that one of hia pnrishionci's complained of his slan- 
dering the Catholics; "for wo all know," said tlio 
man, " that nobody can boliovo such nonsense." 
This was the light ho took of it, and precisely in the 
same manner do wo find people believing it impos- 
sible that the spirit of persecution can still esist as it 
existed in foi'mev j-ears. The spirit cif Antichrist is 
the same at all times, Tlie spirit of Christ says, 
" Search the Seriptures," and wherever there comes 
a spii-it which forbids you to search the Scriptures, 
yoi! msy depend upon it that thero is the spirit of 
Antichrist, because it is opposed to it. (Applause.) 
And now wo know that this oppression exists, does 
it not become us to aid the oppressed 1 Are we not 
a republic! and are we not the only nation on the 
face of tho earth — except it be the little republic on 
the shores of Liberia — in ivhich veligions liberty ia 
entire, (Applause.) Since wo arc in this country 
as republicans, and bearing oar testimony to tho 
value of ropulilicaii principles in the fiice of the 
whole earth, shonld we not believe that it is part of 
our mission not only to enjoy what Goi3 has sent ns, 
but to diiiuse it to olhoi-s? This is the only country 
in which tho principle of religious liberty has been 
pcrmilted to work itself out; and as all our chun'hes 
have flourished and gi-owii strong, aid been a bless- 
ing to us under the system, I say it is our duty, not 
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aa Protestants merely, liut as freemen, to lift up our 
■voice against religious oppression wherever it may 
exist. (Loud applause.) Now I wish to spealc » 
£;w words in relation to the Eomish Church. What 
is tJie meaning of the words '■ Protestant country," 
aa applied to the United States? I now read as 
follows :— 

1 suppose that at last it will come down to signify 
nothing more tlian that the majority of the inhabi- 
tants are Protestants ; but has it never occun-ed to 
those who would make such an objection, that majo- 
rities and minorities are mere accidents, liable to 
change! whereas the constitution is a principle and 
not an accident; "its great" — and mai-k you this — 
"its great and unappreciable value is that it pre- 
scribes the duties of the majority, and protects with 
equal and impartial justice the rights of tlie manority. 
In this country the constitution of the United States 
Bays the majority shall rule." 

God gi'ant it! "Now, in pursuance of the consti- 
tution, this is neither a Protestant nor a Catholic 
countiy, but a broad land of civil and religious free- 
dom and eijuality to all." This is tiie eulogium pro- 
nouiiced upon the constitution of the United States 
by Archbishop Hughes. Now, 1 have not the honor 
of knowing that gentlemaa personally, but we are 
sufficiently well known to the public to warrant my 
not waiting for au introduction, and I call upon him 
in the name of the liberties which his Church has 
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enjoyed— ill the niime of that fi-codom which every 
Protestant in this iioiise, that is worthy the name of 
Protestant, is willing to accord to every Roman 
Catholic in the land — 1 call upon him in gratitude to 
the Baltimores and Williamses, and those wliose 
spirits isrtdo that constitution of ours free from cveiy 
stain of reJigioiis restraint — ^I call upon him to joia 
us ill calling upon the Duke of Tuscany to set free 
these people. (Tremendous applause.) If this op- 
pression ho not the work of Roman Catholicism, ho 
cannot, he will not refuse to join in the extension of 
tbat principle over which he rejoices. (Cheers.) If 
he does not join us we shall believe that sueh oppres- 
sion is part and parcel of Roman Catholicism, and 
that if they had the power here, they would act like 
the Duke of Tuscany, This is the point to which we 
come. We have stronger aympetliies in one cause 
than another, and it is possible that 1 may have them ; 
but I verily believe, if I know my own heart, that if 
this were a case of religious oppression of a Jew or 
Turk, much more the oppression of a Roman Catho- 
lic, who yet I hold to be (i fellow Chrlstisn — I may 
say my indignation would be as strong as it is now ; 
and I would lift up my feeble voice in advocacy of 
the great principle, that, let n an 1 e Je Turk, Pa- 
pist or Protestant, let hi lone (I o d applause.) 
Let him talk with hla God an let 1 God talk 
witii him ; and therefore t a Protestant, 

but as a Christian citizen of i 1 e 1 nd that 1 am 
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glad to see my Cathoiio fellow-citizeus as free as my- 
eelf— therefore it is that I deitire to protest against 
tiiis oppression, and I call upon mj Catholic brethren 
to join with me iu the protest. (Applause.) It will 
not come ; depend «pon it, it will not. 

Every one who knows anything about Italy for 
years since, is aware that this very Dnke of Tusoany 
was so kind, so clemeat, and so lenient a prince, that 
he may he said to have been the best beloved of all 
European sovereigns, unless it may be perhaps the 
Emperor of Russia, who is regai-ded ivith a sort of 
religious affection; and I will tclS you more, that if 
that conspiracy which broke out some yeai-s ago to 
consolidate Italy into one kingdom had been success- 
ful, tlie leaders would have placed him at the head 
of the kingdom. And whyf Because of his liberal 
Bentunents and kind heart, they wished to put him 
upon the throne. If that conspiracy had been suc- 
"jessfiil, he would have filled the throne as the most 
•dement prince that Italy had, I have seen, sir, this 
■»ld man walking with his hands behind his back, 
ouperintcnding the improvements at Leghoni, and 
other parts of his dominions, patting the little child- 
ren on the head, talking to the working people, and 
nodding fiimiliarly to tlie market-women — the very 
picture of a good king. Has this man changed 1 
Yes. At that very time the minions of the Pope 
endeavored to use him in oppressing the people ; but 
he put them one side, and set his fivce gainst the ia- 
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fiaenco of religious tyranny. Bat he has now grown 
old, his brain has become wealt, iiia heart fearful, and 
ho has changed. It is not the Grand Dnko of Tus- 
cany now, it is the priest. Am I wrong in charging 
tliis upon the priesthood? The Pope is a priest, and 
the Pope is supreme at Rome. Let ttie Pope decree 
religious liberty™l6t the Pope wash his hands of 
religious oppression, let religion be free in Rome, 
and then shall I believe that religious^ oppression is 
not the act of the priest, but of the government. 

But this very night there is within the city of 
Rome, a narrow street, with a gate at eaeb end, into 
which is crammed every night from seven to eight 
Jiuiidrcd human beings. Drive through that street 
in the day-time, and you need perfume to keep you 
from fainting, such is the consequence of this dense 
population. Wlio are these people? They are al- 
most under the shadow of the Vatican. And this 
most Christijm sovereign of the most Christian 
Church has the power to set them free, but he closea 
the gates upon them at 8 o'clock every evening in 
wintei', and 9 o'clock in the summer, and opens them 
in the morning at a corresponding hour. "Why is 
this ? Because they are Jews, and the Roman Catho- 
He religion tolerates no religion but its own. If we 
arc guilty of slander — if it seems like calumny fo 
charge oppression upon those who profess in some 
respects the same faith as ourselves, let them wash 
their hands of these tluiiga. The Pope ought to be 



B> Google 



the champion of religious freedom. He should set 
the example to the world by allowing truth to come 
into coatucl with error. 

If there be a city next to Jerusalem itself, filled 
■with consecrated recollections, it is Rome — Rome, 
whose grounds are honey-combed with the tombs of 
early martyi-s, A little while sineo, when there 
was danger, what did you see 'i A sovereign Prince, 
the representative of the Apostle — puts on a livery 
and gets behind a travelling carriage, and flies like a 
lackey ! The coward fled ! And he whose voice of 
authority had roared like a bull from the Voticau, 
roared from tho palace of Gffita, like i petted caif 

Are you here to sympathize with a gentleman, a 
nobleman? This man who is imprisoned is what is 
called a ^cjc/iej/, a hired servant. Thi3 mim, when 
called to give up his Bible, did he fly ' flj like a 
Pope 1 No ; superstition has made a Pope a cow- 
ard, while the Bible has raised a lackey to the dig- 
nity of a nobleman. 

He now called upon the priests to join in m^n- 
tainiug civil liberty. But he believed, if they con- 
trolled the municipal authorites of this city, as they 
do the Duke of Tuscany, his head to-morrow morn- 
ing would not be worth a six-pence. And yet, said 
he, I here declare before God, that I hope I have the 
spirit of my country's history, and have di-unk deeply 
enough of the spirit of religious liberty, to lay my 
head upon a block, and have it chopped ofl^, before a 
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Binglc hair of the head of the most higotted Papiat 
ill this land should suffer tlie least havm hy religious 
persecution. [Here the audience broke out in the 
most uncoiiti-oilable applause, and the speaker took 
his seat.] 

The Rev. S. II. Cox, D. D. of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
made the Jast address, which was highly appropriate 
and well received, but very short, in eonsequetioe of 
the lateness of the hour. 

Having adopted the resolutions offered by a for 
mal vote, the meeting was dissolved by pronouncing 
the Apostolic Benecliotion. 

Never before in this country was any religious 
meeting so distinguished, by the presence of ao many 
persons of talent, piety, and influence, in the various 
walks of life. Its object was benevolent and Chris- 
tian, and all except the bigotted Papist, infatuated 
and blinded by his false religion, were happy in being 
called to attend its solemnities. Popish priests, and 
others in connection with them, opposed it, and 
sought to disturb its hallowed proceedings, and to 
destroy the accomplishment of its end. But the 
effort was unavailing. — It went onward to its close 
in the happiest form, and its salutary influence soon 
began to show itself all over the land. 

In Newark, N. J. a similar public meeting of 
great interest was held on Thursday evening, the 
20th of January, at which the Mayor of the city, the 
Honorable Mr. Quimhy, presided. Eseellent ad- 
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dresses were dclivereii, and appropriate resolutions 
were adoptecl. 

In Baltimore also, a great and enthusiastic meet- 
ing in behalf of religious liberty was held on the 
evening of the 19th of February following, at which 
it was computed that there were present at least, 
four thousand people, when the subject was discuss- 
ed with great ability, and important resolutions were 



By the Legislature of the State of New York the 
fbllowhig resolutions were adopted, viz : 

Resulitlions of ihe Neic-Yi/rk L^islalure. 

Besohed, (If the Assembly concur) That the Le- 
gislature of the State of New-York have regarded 
■with deep solicitude and regret the recent persecu- 
tions to which Francesco Madiai, and his wife Eoaa 
Madiai have been subjected in the Kingdom of Tus- 
cany, for the alleged crime of reading the Holy 
Scriptnreg, 

Resolved, {If the Assembly concur) That the con- 
gratulations with which the State of New York, for- 
mally and by public act, hiuled, in 1847, the effotta 
of Pius IX, to ameliorate the condition of the Italian 
people, and to bestow upon them the incalculable 
blessing of national independence and constitutional 
freedom, make eminently proper at this time a for- 
mal and public remonstrance against cruel and fla- 
grant oppression in the same land. 
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Resolved, (If tke Assembly concur) That the Pre- 
sideat of tho United States ba respectfully requested 
to etert his best influenee with the goveniment of 
Tuscany to obtain as a fnoi asked by a people 
which welcomes all stiaiigers and protects all reSi- 
gions, permission for the Madiii aad the r ftllow- 
prisoneis foi the same ofience, to cmigiato to this 
countiy 

Revolted (If the Assemby (.oncnr) That a copy 
ot these 1 esc lutions bo duly iu the nti cat ed inA for- 
warded by the Go^unoi to the President if the 
United States, and to each of tlie Senators and Eep- 
rcsentatives in Congress from this State. 

Meanwhile the subject i-eaches the Congress of 
the Uaited States which was then in session, and 
was brought before the Senate by the Honorable 
Lewis Cass, and the House of Eepresentatives by 
tho Honorable Mr. Wilcox, particularly in its rela- 
tion to American citizens, while residing or sojourn- 
ing iu foreign lands: and a few days before its ad- 
journment the Honorable J. E. Underwood, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Eelations, at the 
close of an able Report upon it, submitted the fol- 
lowing Resolutions to the Senate, and recommended 
their adoption, viz : — 



" Resolved, That it would be just and wise, on 
the part of the Government of the United States, in 
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fiituru treaties with foreign iiiitioiis, to secure, if 
practicable, to our citizens residing abroad, the right 
of worshipping God, freely and openly, according to 
the dictates of their own consciences, by providing 
that ' they shall not be distui'bed, molested, or 
annoyed in any manner, on account of their religious 
belief, nor in the proper exercise of their peculiar 
religion, either within their own private houses, or 
in churches, cliapels, or other places appointed for 
public worship ; and that they shall be at liberty to 
build and maintain places of worship in coavenieat 
situations, interfering in tio way with, but respecting, 
the religion and customs of the countiy in which 
they reside, 

" Sesolved further, That it would be just and 
wise, in our future treaties with foreign nations, to 
secure to our citizens residing abroad the right to 
purchase and own burial-places, and to bury any of 
our citizens, dying abroad, in such places, with thtse 
religious ceremonies and observances deemed appro- 
priate by the surviving relatives and friends of the 



Before closing this chapter, the reader should be 
informed that at an early day the attention of the 
Honorable Millard Filmore, the President of the 
United States, had been called to the case of the 
Madiai, by a Committee appointed for that purpose 
in the city of New-YorU, and his influence solicited, 
eofaras the dutiesof his office would permit; and a 
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letter was consequently soon dispatched by the 
Honorable Mr. Everltt, the Secretary of State, to 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany, aslsitig their release. 
It can hardly fail, though unoffcial, to receive & 
respectful coEsideration ; and it may be followed by 
the restoration of those pious people to their homes, 
or at least, by a permission to leave Tuscany and 
come to this country. 



CHAPTER II. 

Ai'chbisliop Hughes' Letter. 

The meetmg whose pioceedma;'* and some of its 
cfli-cts lie nntit*d in the precedmg chapter neceesa 
1 Ij boie with considerable se\er]tv upon the P pi&h 
system of religion and expo-sed its intolerant and 
perseciitmg spirit The cause which the fiienda and 
advocates of that sjsttm chose to pursue, la regaid 
to the meeting and the objects of it, demonstrated 
moio cleaily thin it had been done in this country 
befori, that these tnitd attich io the AmerKan 
biaufh of the e&tabli hment as re'vlly as to the Eu 
rjpcan Eomanist^ m common with all other titi 
zens, were incited t attend and to gne the r mflu 
ence oijamat leligious mtoleiance, and in favoi of 
religious fteedom They did not comply with the 
invitation They withheld all coopeiation, and in 
the way of lectures sermons and newspiper aiti 
20* 
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his personal influence, and Uio power of big i-Quson- 
ing to bear upon the raattor, that the attertioii of 
the public might be diverted fi-um the real question 
at issue, and the Popish operations iu this land still 
be undisturbed, aud the true character of Popery be 
aaved fTOm, at least, ft hazaiMlous exposure. There- 
fore on the 18lh of February, sis weeks after the 
meeting in tlie Meti'opolitan Hall, the tbllowiag let- 
ter from him, though addressed lo the FreejTiiin's 
JournaJ, was pui)li^hed in the New-York Daily- 
Times. The next day it appeared in the New-York 
Herald, aud also in the Freemana' Jouriiol lo wh'ch 
latter it was addressed. It is a i-emarkable docu- 
ment, and shows to what extremes one may bo led 
against humanity, eoiutesy, reason and truth, when 
committed by vows to a false system of religion 
and polities, as is (he systcio of Popery. The 
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reader will see that it counts vpry largely oa the ig- 
noi-ance, t'i'ediility, and furbearance, of the American 
peovlc; and shows an indifi'eronce to fiiots, and a 
williiigncss to iiiisleiicl, which arc sadly at variaace 
wilh inon.\\ uprightness. Here it is. 

" To tbe Editor of the Neiv-Tork Freemans' Journal." 

"Tiio headina; of this uommnnication su^ests 
the matter which it proposes to discuss. No pre- 
fiice or introduction ia necessary. The case of the 
Mudiai, as reported in newspapers, had already at- 
tracted the attention and active sympathy of distin- 
guished gentlemen, especially in England, previous 
to Its having been talion up in this country. Jt had 
been the occasion of meetings at Exeter Hall in 
London. ]t had been especially adopted by Sir 
Calling Eardlcy and Lord Eoden, who are by no 
moans diatingulsheil sis promotera of religious liber- 
ty in their own country. Under such sanction in 
England it would be strange if the movement did 
not produce some corresponding action in this coun- 
try. For lattei'Iy it seems as if the philanthropists 
of this land deem it their highest honor to bo imita- 
tors of the con-esponding class in England. There 
is nothing done by the lu-istocracy of England in the 
name of benevolence and philanthropy, which does 
not immediately pi'ovoko the desire of imitation 
among the ariatoeraey here. And the only e.iample 
tliai. we have failed to imitate is the establishment 
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of Ragged Schools, which have become so popular 
in London and its vioinlty. This we have not ven- 
tured on, altlioiigh Heaven knows, so fin- as the title 
is concerned, the materials are not wanting. Eng- 
land, as an accompaniment of the emigration of at 
least her Oitholic subjects, has not allowed them to 
leave her shores unprovided with all the requisites 
fitting them for admission into Ragged Schools. 

" With this exception, whatever heeoiues popular 
among a ceitain class of English nobility and gentry 
is sure to be imitated on this side of the ocean. In 
this way we can account for the convocation of a 
Madiai sympathy meeting at Metropolitan Hall. 
The call of Uie meeting was signed by some of our 
most respectable citizens. It was attended by a 
very lai^e assemblage of persons wlio would attend 
the meetings of Exeter Hall against Catholics with 
as much sympathy and pleasure. The proceedings 
of the meeting were in strict accordance with its 
purpose, which was to shut otF all fi'ce discussion, 
and to excite an unUJni^, uncharitable, and hitter 
Protestant feeling against the Catholics of the United 
States and of the world. I should perhaps observe 
in this place, to the credit of the Protestant clergy 
of this City, that if they attended the meeting at ail, 
it -was only in Ihe capacity of silent spectators — 
while the resolutions were brought fi.irward, and 
speeches delivered by reverend brethren imported 
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apparently for the occasion, from the suLurbaii and 
neighboring villages arouHd New- York. 

" I need not refer to the course which was given 
to the whole discussion on that occasion. I may re- 
mark, however, that it comprised a scurrilous de- 
nunciation of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, of the 
Jesuits, of the Pope, of Catholic Governments in 
Europe, of the Catholic citizens of the United States, 
and of the Catholic religion and its inerabers of all 
times and places. This was the purpose to which 
the Madiai meeting directed its powers of eloquence 
and denunciation. Whether the gentlemen who 
signed the call for that meeting, Hon, Luther 
Bradish, Collector Hugh Maxwell, Hiram Ketchum, 
Esq., and other gentlemen of equal respectability, 
intended to furnish an occasion for denouncing their 
Catholic fellow-citizens in this country, is more than 
I can take upon me to decide. From my previous 
knowledge of some of these gentlemen, and my re- 
spect for all, I should be unwilling to believe that 
they would loan their honored names for a purpose 
80 unworthy of their social position, and so much at 
variance with the civil institutions of their country, 
I cannot, however, acquit them of responsibility in 
this — that having accepted, or assumed the trust of 
calling a public meeting, they delegated that trust to 
other trustees, in whom the piiblic could not have 
the same confidence. Other meetings like that at 
Metropolitan Hall have already been hold in other 
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parts of the country, and the p bab bty that 
Me^rs. Bi-adish, Maxwell and Ket I n hether it 
■was their ititentioa or not, \vill ha e augurated a 
Protestant cmsade against thei Cafhol c fell w- 
citizens hardly less violent, or 1 ss d ho o 1 le, 
than that which resulted from the ' A fu! D lo es 
of Maria Monk ' 

"The wisdom and expediency of gmng my en 
couragemeiit to ielif,ious excitements m connection 
with civil and social lights, appear to me extiomely 
doubtful. The Catholics of this country ha\e had 
nothing to do with the trial tnd the impnsonment 
of theMadiai in Florence What 5,(iod effect, theie- 
fore, will be produced by an attempt thiough the 
medium of publn meetings, to denounce them loi an 
act which they had no power cither to accomplish or 
prevent ? Is it wise to eneour^e sti-ifes among the 
various denominations of which the people of the 
United States are composed? Would it not be 
wiser to recognize the rights of such denomination 
and of each individual, fully and frankly, as they are 
recognized by the Constitutioa of the country I 
Some have the same i-ight to be Catholics as othera 
have to be Protestants. All have the right to pro- 
fess what religion they please. And since this is 
the condition of all the people of the United States 
is it wise or just to deiounce any portion of them 
for the offences, real or imaginary, committed by 
their brethren of the same ci-ecd in foreign coun- 
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tries? The time may come, and perhsipa sooner 
thaii 11 expected by our wisest public men, wlien the 
United States will have need of the support of ali 
her citizens. Who can tell whether the future of 
this country may not reveal dangers either from 
foreign enemies or from internal divisions, which 
will teat the loyalty and fidelity of every citizen, of 
whatever religion ? In such an emei^ency the Ca- 
tholics, in spite of the denunciations to which they 
have been lately etpoied, will be found among the 
fastest friends of the Union and the bravest defenders 
of the soil. They have ever been such — and during 
the last few years, when even statesmen, not of their 
religion, were ready to follow the lead of a foreign 
demagogue, the Catholics have exhibited evidences 
of self-control, of calm and wise loyalty to the United 
States, of a well-poised self-possession which have 
entitled them to the respect of their countrymen. 
If it be true, then, that from the earliest colonization 
of these States, and through all the struggles wlnoh 
they had to undergo in peace or in war, the Catho- 
lics have ever sustained an untarnished reputation, 
have never furnished a coward on battle-field, or a 
traitor in council : if they have dischai^ed honorably 
their civil duties in times of peace, and thdr obliga. 
tions of patriotism in times of war, why should they 
now, under the auspices of the gentlemen who called 
the meeting at Metropolitan Hall, be given over to 
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the coarse and vulgar denunciations of the reverend 
orators who figuved on tliat occasion ? 

The charge alleged in the preamble of the reso- 
lutions adopted at that meeting, and on which the 
resolutions themselves are founded, is that for «o 
oQier crime except that of ' possessing and reading 
their Bible,' the Madi^, husband and wife, were tried, 
convicted, and incarcerated by the Grovernment of 
l\iscany : if this charge bo the truth, the whole truth ; 
and nothing but the truth ; I am quite free and wil- 
ling to denounee the proceedings of t!ie Government 
of Tuscany as oppressive, unjust and cruel. Such 
an act would bo a disgrace to any Government, 
Catholic or Protestant. But I must beg leave to 
say that I do not believe tlie ti-uth of the charge. I 
regard it as a falsehood, and I have no doubt that it 
will tura out to be so. If this should prove to he 
the case the procoedinga at Metropolitan Hall will 
reflect but little ci edit on those who sanctioned and 
took pait m them Observe, I do not doubt the 
truth ot the stttement that the Madiai 'possessed 
and i-ead then Bible but I do doubt and deny that 
for this aloie they were tried and condemned to 
prison. I must observe at the same time, that I 
have no kno\ Itdtte of the circumstances of the case, 
except what has co ue under the notice of every one 
who has lead the newspapers of the day conoerning 
it I have come to this conclusion on grounds of 
probability, which to my mind are not less strong in 
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(heir aggregate than positive aiid direct testimony. 
First — There is no law in Tuscany against ' pos- 
sessing and reading the Bible.' Second — Even if 
there was such a law, ifc is impossible that the Ma. 
dial should have been convicted under it, inasmuch 
as, in their very prison, they are allowed to ' possess 
and read their Bible.' It is not probable that any 
country would punish an ofli-.nder for a frime, and 
yet tillow them to continue, duriag the penalty, in 
the comToission of the same. Fur instance, in our 
owrt courts, men cnnvieted of tbi^ery ai-e not allowed 
to tarry on the trade in the State's Prison. I think 
that these reflections will satisfy any candid mind 
tliitt the Madiai are not condemned solely, fop the 
crime of 'possessing and i-eading the Bible.' And 
if they are not condemned solely for this, it follows 
that the proceedings at Metropolitan Hall are found- 
ed on po^tive falsehood. This drcumstance, how- 
ever, was not thought worthy of consideration, and 
the truth would have been rather a detriment than 
an advantage to the purpose of the meeting. The 
impression intended to be made by the speakers on 
that occasion was that the Government of Tuscany, 
the Jesuits, the Pope, and the members of the Cath 
olic Clmrch throughout the world have a mortal 
dread of the Bible. Tliis would he strange indeed. 
To them, the book, the New Testament at leaa^ 
was originally givou in manuscript by its inspired 
authors. They have been its witnesses and its guar. 
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dians from tlie beginning. It has been recognized 
and used by them as, in so far aa it goes, a, dupli- 
cate in parchment of the doctrines which our Sa- 
viour had inscribed with a pencil of divine fire in cha- 
racters of Jiving fiiith on the heart of the Church. The 
art of printing facilitated its diffusion, and the Church 
availed herself, with e^oniess, of that art for the 
purpose of multiplying copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Numerous editions of the Bible were pub- 
lished in the principal languages of Europe under 
the patronage of Popes, Cardinnls and Bishops, Jong 
before Protestantism came into being. The Italians 
were wcU acquainted with the Bible in their own 
beautiful Jangu^e before Martin Luther was born. 
The first Italian edition was published in Venice ia 
(ho year 1471, and forty successive editions were 
publislied in the different cities of Italy anterior to 
the date of the Protestant translation which was pub- 
lished, not in Italy, but in Geneva, in the year 1562. 
In the very year of American Independence the 
Arch-bishop of Florence brought out another trans- 
lation, for which ho received the special thaiiks of 
Pope Pius VI. In our own country, the Catholica 
have published not less than twenty or twenty-fiva 
editions of the Holy Scripture, of every size, fi-om 
the folio down to the octavo, many of which are 
stereotyped. Is it not surprising then that our Pro- 
testant neighbors will persist in supposing that we 
ore afraid of our own original and hereditary docu- 
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menta that havo never been out of i 

Connected witli the case of the Madiai, a now 
national polioy lias beeti broached in the Senate of 
the United States, by no less distiiignished a Senator 
than General Cass, Thia policy, with which the gen- 
tlemen at Metropolitan Hall appeared to be very 
familiar, pnrporte to «s a vindication of the rights of 
conscience, to be secured to all Amei-ican citizens, in 
whatever countries they may choose to travel or so- 
jouni. The ground on which this policy is advanced 
is that in this country strangers of every iifttioii are 
allowed to exeroiso their religion as their o 
may dictate, and therefore in all other c 
Americans have the right to claim and exercise a 
similar privilege. It is hardly necessary for me to 
observe that freedom of conscience which is hei'c con- 
tended for is inviolable in its very nature and ea- 
Benoe. To say that any man or any nation haa 
either physical or moral power to destroy freedom 
of conscience, is to give utterance to a patent ab- 
sui'dity. Conseience without freedom is not con- 
science, but for this very reason the freedom of con- 
science is beyond the reach of man's power. God 
has provided in the human soul a fortress to which 
it can retreat, and fi-om which it can hurl defiance 
against all invaders. I presume, therefore, that thera 
is a confusion of ideas in the minds of thoie who, 
with Gen. Cass, plead eloquently for that which re- 
quires no pleading, namely, freedom of c 
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That is universal — that is indestructible — that is in- 
violable. They must be uuderBtood to mean iiberty 
of external action according to conscience, which is 
qaite a different thing. This extemftt liberty of ac- 
tion, accordJBg to conscience, in all countries, is regu- 
lated to a certain extent by the enactment of positive 
laws. In some countries the rotige is wider, in 
others more restricted ; but it is limited ia all, not 
even excepting the United States, The liberty of 
conscience which is recognized and applauded io 
Connecticut will not bo tolerated (on oei-tain sub- 
jecta) iu South Carolina or in Alabama. The Mor- 
mons have been obliged to seek retirement in Dese- 
ret in order to enjoy what they call liberty of con- 
science. And the liberty which they there enjoy 
would not be allowed them under the toleration of 
the laws of New- York, Is it expected then, in the 
project of Gen, Cass, that they, too, shall have the 
privilege of eseroi='ing liberty of conscience in their 
peregrinations among foreign States ! 

Again, the assumption of General Cass is a M- 
lacy. lie assumes that the freedom of religion in 
this eouatry is a boon, conceded by Protestant libe- 
rality to all the inhabitants of the land. This is not 
so. It is a privilege whieli was won by the good 
swords of Catholics and Protestants in tho battles 
for National Independence. It is a common right, 
therefore, and is not to be regarded as a concession 
from one to the other. This arrangement, in regard 
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to liberty of conscience, suited the policy of the 
country, and wfts absolutely io dispensable after the 
revolutionary war. Does General Ca^ mean to say, 
that because it suited us, all other nations must adopt 
it, whether it suits tliem or not? As well might 
England say, that because it suited her finances to 
adopt Free Trade, she will insist upon it that all 
other nations shall do the same. Gen. Cass knows 
as well as any man living, that until this country 
becomes vastly stronger, and foreign States miich 
wealier than they are, all pleadings on this subject 
will be treated as drivelling by foreign States. Oh, 
if you have a mind to arrange the constitutions and 
laws of European States by the powerof armies and 
navies, that indeed is another matter. But the United 
States will expose themselves to ridicule if they drag 
in such a question into their diplomatic intercourse 
with foreign governments. 

It is a recognised principle in this country ihat 
every sovereign and independent nation has the right 
to adopt its own constitution and laws. The consti- 
tution and laws of a country are but the aggregate 
of general principles applicable to the peculiar situa. 
tion, protection and welfare of the citizens or subject* 
of which it is composed. They may be regarded as 
the public and permanent expression of the aggregatt 
comcienC'i of that State, Thus, without going out oi 
our own country, Massachusetts has one form of 
public ry.'nsciiuice, Louisiana has ajiother, Does Mr. 
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Cass mean to say tliat aii obolitioiiist fi-om Boston, 
under the plea of liberty of conscience, still has fho 
right to talk in New Orleans, and preach, and 
harangue, and write, and pnblipb, on the suhject of 
Slavery as he might choose to do in Fancuil PlalK 
If not, I would say, with all respect, that the policy 
in regard to thia anhject, which General Cass udvo- 
cates in tho Senate, is caicnlated to have no pradfical 
effect, either at homo or ahi'oad, except to stir up 
sectarian animositits against his Githolie fellow-citi- 
zens, and ihia is liai-dly worthy of his patriotic ser- 
vices, advanced ago, or aeoumiilatcd honors. 

Indeed, I am quite perauuded that the country lias 
lowei-ed itself in dignity, if it ho true, as the newspa- 
pers have stated, that tho Pi'esident, through Secre- 
tary Everett, has become a petitioner, side by sido 
with Loi-d IJoden, and taltcii his place of expectation 
and hope in the aate-chamber of the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany. Tlie supremo government of this country 
ought not to stoop to an investigation, liowever 
eaci'ed may be the occasion, of a political triiil in the 
petty States of Italy. In doing so, it exposes itself 
to humiliation and rebuke ivithout redress. ITio 
Grand Duke can easily- ask Mr. Secretary Everett 
certain questions about ihe libei'ty of c<inscienco in 
this counti'y, which the latter would iind liiinsi'lf ex- 
ceedingly puzzled to answer. If the Grand Duk(i or 
his Minister should ask Mr. Everett whether liberty 
of conscience is recognized in tho United States as 
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unlimited — the same in one State as in another — the 
Secretary will have to I'epiy, " No." If tlie same in- 
tcrntgator should ask Mr, Everett what became of 
the helpless female inmates of a certain ^nvent in 
Charlestowii, near Boston, who were driven out with- 
out accusation, or trial, or condemnation before any 
civil tribunal ; expelled from their peaceful home in 
the depths of night, thoir house and fumitm'e com- 
mitted to the llaniea. Can Mr. Everett tell what 
happened to them afterwards ^ Again the Secretary 
would bavo to answer, " No." Did the State of 
Massachusetts make any compensation to these per- 
sons for the destruction of ibeir property, or the 
violation of their rights^ Mr. Everett would have 
to answer, "No." Is the State of Massachusetts 
bound to protect the individual rights of her citizens ? 
Mr. Everett would have to answer, " Yes," in theory; 
in practice, in this ease, at least, " No." How, then, 
it might further be asked, do you pretend that liberty 
of conscience is e.'itended to all the citizens of the 
Uaited States 1 Is there any practical difference be- 
tween the social intolerance which prevails in your 
country, where there are so many religions, and the 
legalintolcraneeofonr dominions, where there is but 
one? It seems to mo that the Secretary of the 
TTnited States, who has it not in his power to give 
different answers to questions such as those, rather 
exposes hitoscif and his native State, if not his coun- 
try, by going uU the way to Florence to plead for 
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liberty of conscience, ivhile such violations of its 
rights liave been perpetrated and left uii recompensed 
at hia own dooi-. Other violations 'of liberty of con- 
edence ini different parts of the country are by no 
means rare ia our history. They occurred in Phila- 
delphia, where churches and convents were burned 
to ashea by the intolerance of the mob. There ia 
this, however, to be said in extenuation, that at least, 
if the civil authorities of Pennsylvania did not pro- 
tect its citizens from these outrages, it allowed com- 
pensation for the damage done to their pi-operty. 1 
fear mueh that socia! intolei-ance is not to be asci-ibed 
so much to the principles of any religion, as to the 
diseased moi-al nature which is the common inheri- 
tance of us all. The evidence of this can be discovered 
no less m the United States than elsewhere. There 
is among us a superabundance of social and domestio 
intolerance, in despite of those laws of religious free- 
dom of which we are so ready to boast, but which 
unfortunately have no power to protect the object of 
that intolerance. Is it rare fliat poor servants are 
driven out from their employment, because they will 
not, against their conscience, join the domestic reli- 
gion "of State," which the family has made exelusive? 
ia it unusual to hear of men disinheiiting their own 
offspring for no cause except that of practising their 
aclitiowledgedrightsof conscience? These are matters 
with which we arc made too familiar, notwithstanding 
our boasted rights and liberty of conscience. 
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I have offered these remarks not in any spirit of 
eontrovei'sy, but in the spirit of peace and of truth. 
There are moments when every dtiaen who feels 
that ho can say something, promotive of the wettare 
of his counti'jmen, anc! of advantage to his country, 
is authorized to ffive public utterance to his senti- 
ments, however humble soever he may be. With 
such a feeling, I offer the foregoing reflections to the 
conaderation of my fellow-dtJzens for what they are 
worth — no more. 

f JOHN, Archbishop of New-York. 



Replies to Arehbisliop Huglies. 

CHAPTEK III. 
Mr. PhtlpB' Letter. 

!u America it would be ruinous to Popery and 
the prospects of its Priesthood to have their hostility 
to the people's possession, and use of the Bible, 
generally known. To conceal this hostility, the 
diicf cause of the persecution of the Madiai was an 
important object in the Archbishop's letter ; and tlie 
language employed in it was so artfuliy arranged m 
to imply that the Papacy had always cherished the 
Scriptures, and amply provided for their genei-al 
distributions, and that no obstacle existed to their- 
unrestricted circulation and use in Italy at the pre 
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sent lime. Therefore, on the 23d of Febmsiry, five 
days after its publication, the following letter, ad- 
dressed to the Archbishop by the gentleman whoso 
name it bears, was published in various newspapers 
in the city of New-York, and also in a number of 
Other cities of the United States. But it failed to 
procure from him, or any of the authorities of the 
Papal church, the deared information — and this 
failure, on their part, must necessarily be regarded 
as a cautioned acknowledgement that the Bible can 
HOT be distributed among, and read by the people 
in. Italy, with the approbation of the Papa] powers. 
But we subjoin the letter: — 

" The Madiai Mseting at Melropolilan Hall. ■ 
" To Eev. ArchbiBhop Hughes : 

" Sir,— As one of the Committee engaged in 
making an-angements for the 'Madiai Meeting' iii 
Metropolitan Hall, I beg leave to call attention to a 
statement in your letter, that the occasion was made 
use of ' to denOHUCO our Catholic fellow-citizeng in 
this country ;' ' to inaugurate a Protestant crusade 
against our Catholic fellow-citizens.' Reports of all 
the speeches made on the occasion are easily acces- 
sible, and prove that anything more &lse than this 
accusation was never stated by any authority, cleri- 
cal or laical. The principal speakers used nothing 
but the kindest and most respectful language in re- 
gard to our Catholic fellow-ratizens. Mid urged them 
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to join with us in denouncing and petitioning against 
all such outrageous tyranny and injnsticc as that 
practiced upon this poor family, for conscience sake. 
Every honorable man, of the thousands present at 
the meeting, will testify to this iUct, and it will re- 
quire something more than your bare assertion to 
convince the intelligent and respectable of jour own 
community of its folsitj. 

" It is true that a good deal of laughter was ex- 
cited by the extJ-acts road by one of the epeakera 
from your unfortunate lecture on the subject of 
'Civil and Religious Freedom,' delivered in the 
same Hall ; but it was all in good humor, and at 
your expense. 

" In K^ard to your statement that ' the art of 
printing fodlitates the diffusion of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and that the Church avails herself with eager- 
ness of that art for the purpose of multiplying copies 
of them,' WG bog leave to ask you which trauslation 
of the Holy Scriptures into the Italian language is 
acceptable to the Church, and sure to meet with the 
'patronage of Popes, Cardinals and Bishops?' and 
we pledge ourselves to print a lai'ge edition of 
this translation, and send it to Italy for gratuitous 
distribution. We wait anxiously a reply to ihia 
inquiry, as oiir offer is made in perfect good tait.\ 
and we shall bo glad to get your guarantee against 
the pecuniary risks of our enterprise. 

"Anbon G. Phelps, Jr." 
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Reply it/an Officer of the Amcr. <f For. Christian Union. 
The unmistakable evidence of sympathy on the 
part of the Popish Priests, in this country, with the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany, and their approbation of 
his oppressive acts, gave a new view of Popery, and 
its spirit, to many Americans, and forced deep and 
abiding convictions upon thenj in regard to it, which, 
previously, they had not entertained. In consequence 
of this the letter of the Archbishop received a more 
general attention tlian would otherwise have beea 
given to it; and several replies of an interesting 
character touching diffei-ent parts vrero puUished, in 
different places. The following, exposing its mis- 
representations and sophistries, is more full tiian was 
warranted by the objects which the writer of the 
preceding one had in view ; and was published on 
the 2d of March, one week later, in the New- York 
Daily Times, one of the journals through which the 
Archbishop had given his communication to the 
public. If it is severe, it is so by reason of its 
truthfulness. 

The Ai-chbishop has not answered the calls made 
on him in it ; and his silence is necessarily regarded 
as an acknowledgment of his inability to make 
good some of his affirmations, or to defend the po- 
sidons he had taken. But we subjoin the letter ; 

To Ihe Eev, John Hughes, 

Koman Cniholi.; Arohhishop of New York, 

Dear Sib, — hi your remarkable letter of the 
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18th inst. upon the suljject 'of tlie Madiai meeting,' 
held in the Metropolitan Hall, ia this city, in Janu- 
ary last, and ' the proceedings in the United States,' 
yoa say ; ' There are moments when every citizen 
who feels that he eaa say something promotive of 
the welfare of his countrymen, and of advantage to 
his country, is authorized to give public utterance to 
his sentiments, however humble !ie may be;' and 
you offer it in justdfication of what you had then 
written. You will accept it, I trust, as my justiflca- 
tioji in addressing to you the present communica- 

I have read your letter attentively, and cannot 
but regret that you were induced by any considera- 
tion whatever to send it forth into tlie community, 
conveying, as it does, the impression that you re- 
gard its sentimeats as verities, and the belief ot 
them, to be promotive of the welfare of the people. 
For, with all impartial readers, it must necessarily 
atTei:t their estimate both of your head and your 
hpsrt, very unhappily ; and also do much to destroy 
the hope which many bad of late entertained, in re 
gard to the Church of which you are an honored 
minister, and in regard to yourself as a friend of re 
ligious freedom, according to statements from youi 
pen made not a great while ago. 

" It was hoped that the progress of the Nine 
teenth Century, in literature, arts, science, and civili- 
zation, had produced many and important changes 
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in the dogmas and practices of lie Ronmn Catholic 
Church ; and especially, thjit the intolerance which 
diatingnished it in the 'darlt, ages' had given place 
to what was more worthy of the Chi'iatian name. 
But the spirit of your letter, the things you have 
chosen to say, and tlio manner in which you have 
executed the whole document, malie it quite certain 
that it is vaic to hope, in regard either to yourself aa 
an American eitizeh, or in regard to Roman Catholi- 
cism aa a religion, adapted to do good to this or any 
other land. 

"No one, on reading your letter, can avoid the 
conviction, that you descend from your high posi- 
tion, and duties as a minister of religion, who should 
' study the things which malte for peace,' to do the 
work which, if uncorrected by other hands, must re- 
sult in strifes, and hatreds, and divisions, and other 
evils. But it is to he hoped that your movements 
and Romanism too, will be understood, and that 
what now seems to be yourpnrpose, will be thwarted. 

"You sneer at England, in the reference you 
make to her ' aristocracy, ' ' nobility,' and ' gentry,' — 
wid your rudene^, not to say insidt, to Americans 
in the affirmation that, in their movements to pro- 
mote benevolent objects they are mei-ely ' imitators 
of the English aristocracy,' might perhaps have been 
expected from a Roman Catholic less enlightened 
than yourself, and in the heat of controversy — but 
they were not to liave been expected from you. They 
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iiliUoii iud uai, uli,li& Jioly liiok, ^lij constitution 
tI (jovernmcnt, too fiimlj-, ftud faithfully, to hope 
Jul favoi from llomani^ta m Contincntel Europe, 1 1 
ill any Romiwi Cxthoho eountiy , but j ou aie m the 
TTiiited Status, tlie land of Liberty, and it was natu- 
ral to expect you to give your iiiiluence, whatevar it 
might he, to the cause of freedom, and also that you 
would treat with decctiey and respect all your fellow 
citizCDS. Kut we are disappoiiitod. 

" There is no ' aristocraey ' Itnown in America ; 
juid yet you speak of eiich a class as actiuilly existing 
liere, and yoii affirm, thsft the ' call of the mectiiig ' 
originated in a disposition to ' imitate the English 
Aristooracj-.' This representation is very unliappy. 
The meeting was not called iu connesion with the 
meetjugs held in Europe on the subject, nor in con- 
Ncijueace of them. It was called by reason of the 
claims wliiob Rufferiug humanity urged, and also 
which members of the Christiaa Cliureh, imprisoned 
by a tyrant, simply for reading the Bible, have oa 
the hjtiipathy and kind offices of all Chinstiana, The 
iDsct'iiig was purely American m ils origin, and in 
everything that distingiushed it. 

"But suppose it was called in 'imitation' of what 
liad been done in England. Is ' a phihmthropie and 
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benevolent object less Taluable because Englishmen 
may have m.oved,;??'*^ in regai'd to it^ Cei'tainly not. 
Your philosopliy is defective ; and ymix sneer and 
lals-statementa are not convincing. If an. object is 
woitby, no matter what nation or people move first 
in promoting it, all should seek to advance it liy all 
tlie means iu their power. 

" But it is particularly painful to see you forgtt 
the proprieties of your position, and of Cliristian 
ohuracter upon so sinall a matter as the non-estab- 
lishment, in this conntry, of what arc termed in Eng- 
land " Eagged Schools,' and appeal, in the flippant 
manner you do, to God, wliose name ws are forbid- 
den ' to take in vain.' Why should you become ex- 
cited 1 Do you desire their establishment, aiid the 
introduction of grades ' anil ' classes ' among our peo- 
ple ? I know it is thonght by some, that your sympa- 
thies for the peculiarities of European G-ovei-nmonts 
are of late grown very strong ; but these should not 
iead you to such use as you make of the name of 
God. It savors more of tbe feelings and manners of 
the irreligious and profane, than of those of the pious, 
and cspedaJly of a Teacher of religion. You say 
that you wrote ' for the wolfiire of your countrymen 
and the advantage of your country ;' but these can- 
not be promoted by such examples of pi-ofaneness in 
the ministers of religion. 11^ therefore, you have oo- 
caslon to write again, I bog you to be more careful ■ 
In this respect. Eude and uncalled for appeals to 



B> Google 



PROCBEDINSS IS AMEUICA. 257 

'Heaven,' add uothiiig to thewciglit and inilueiiee of 
an arguiaeiit, while their omission is much more be- 
coming the pen and heart of one who ia mvested 
with the office of an Archbishop, 

"But I must call your attention to yoivr affirma- 
tions respecting what you call the ' piii-pose of the 
meeting,' and its 'proceedings.' You affirm that 
' tlie purpose of tlie meeting ' was ' to shut off a]l 
free discussion, and to excite an unkind, uncharita- 
ble and hitter Protestant feeling against the Catho- 
lics of the United States and of the world.' You 
say, also, ' the proceedings were in strict accordance 
with the purpose.' 

" In making these affiimations you doubtless un- 
derstood your position, and yon will, if called upon, 
demonstrato their trutii ; or, failing to do it, consent 
to be regarded as a slanderer. We are constrained 
to call on you for proof; for we must and do deny 
your statem.ents to be true. The 'purpose' of the 
meeting was as expressed in the ' Call.' It was ' to 
express sympathy for the suffermg Madiai, and to 
devise measures for their relief;' and this was the 
controling idea of the occasion, as thousands of the 
most reliable persons who were present will testify. 
'The proceedings' were not as you represent them 
to have been; but, on the contrary, the rights and 
privileges of liomanists were pleaded for, and the 
defence of them, against all usurpation and tyranny, 
pledged by the meeting with as much earnestness 
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and good fixjliiig as wuro those of the Protestants; 
and yon, and ail Romanists in the community were 
liindly and earnestly called upon, to nnite with ua 
la this effort to advance the cause of religious free- 
doni. You made no favorable response. You re- 
fused to eoSperate in so humane and noble a work; 
hut a representative of yoiir denomination who, 
during the prc^ess of the meeting occupied him- 
self, at times, in ' hissing ' and in other unworthy 
exercises, was put forward to disturb, and, if pcssi- 
ble, to break it up and to destroy its good efieeds. 
How many were associated with him, and placed in 
various parts of tlie Hall ready to act at a given 
signai, I do not know. It is suiScicnt for me to 
know that the effort was ineffectual. The plan did 
not succeed. 

" And why do you now complain, and berate the 
conductors of that meeting, as though some wrong 
had been inflicted by them on you, or on Roman 
Catholics 1 If you are a friend of religious freedom, 
you were invited to attend the meeting, in common 
with an others. Did you attend' If not — why not? 
If you were present in the Hall, as some say you 
were, why did you not come foiward, ■nhen a kuid 
public invitation was given to you, and thus prove 
your friendship to tbe cause, and also, to the unre- 
stricted circulation and use of tbe Holy St.iiptures1 
But I will not urge you to answer, why. An an- 
swer might force you to tell a terrible truth, which 
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millions, in this laud, ai'c now boginning to believe, 
by reason of the course which you, aud other leaders 
of the Eonmn Catholic Church, are pursuing. It 
might force you to say that you are a Jesuit, and 
the subject of a foreign Prince, who has uothing 
more at heart than the embarrassment of our Ee- 
publio, in which men are encouraged to act and to 
thinlt for themselves, — and further, tiiat you are 
bound, fay vows you have taken, to carry out the 
' Instructions,' received from that Prince to promote 
liomanism, whatever may become of all other inte- 
rests. This ■would be a terrible confession ; but alall, 
if you were governed by the tnith, yon might pos- 
sibly have to make it. Would it not be so? Many 
do more than suspect it. 

" But when you wrote your letter, you probabli/ 
would have answered as to your nonattendance, by 
saying, that you did not believe that the Madiai 
were imprisoned for ' reading the Scriptures,' You 
said so then. But you will hardly say it now, be- 
cause it cannot be supposed that yoij failed to read, 
in the New-York Merald of the 19th iDst. a full re- 
port of the trial, derived from Italian sotirces, which 
was printed "by the side of your letter, and which 
eoiifinned the popular opinion on the subject, and 
exposed, in a number of instances, the misrepresen- 
tations which your letter contained. But this report 
contained no facts tliat we had not from reliahle 
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sources before. Your refusal to cooperate, seems to 
iuvolve more than uEbelief. 

"You ave doubtless right, in saying that 'the 
Roman Catholits, in tbis country, had notiiing to c!» 
with the trial and imprisonmsnt of the Madiai;' and 
liad they been ' denounced oa account of it,' you 
would have been right in proposing, as you do, the 
inquiry : Whether any good coidd result from de- 
nonucing them in public meetings, for an act which 
they had not power, either to accomplish or pre- 
vents' But they were not denounced, and your in- 
sinuation is highly improper, indeed morally wrong, 
and unless you can make the truth of it to appear, 
it must react upon yourself very disadvantBgeously. 
The community must entertain such notions of your 
honor and ti-uthfuluess, as are forced upon them by 
the course you pursue. 

" I do not deny that the system of the Eoman 
Catholic religion, and its Hierarchy, are denounced 
in America, and of late with much more severity 
than formerly; because its imsoriptnral diaracter, 
and oppressive tendencies, are now more openly 
avowed, and better understood ; but the Zaily, who 
have been deluded by the System and its Priest- 
hood, have not been denoimced. On the contrary, 
they have shared largely in the sympathies of Ame- 
rieaa Protestants, who in a great variety of ways 
have proved their kindness of feeling towards them, 
and ijieir readiness to afford them relief; and I am 
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happy to be able to inform you, tliat very many 
liomaa Catholics have avdled themselves of this 
friendly disposition, and are now happy in the en- 
joyment of Pi'otestaat freedom. Multitudes more, 
we trust, will aoou imitate their example, and enjoy 
like happiness. 

" But to another point ; — your apparent painful 
anxiety, that ' religion ' should be separated from 
' civil and social rights ;' and that everything adapted 
to alienate the various denominations in tlie country 
should be avoided ; because the entire strength of 
the nation, as you intimate, may, at some future 
day, be needed for its protection. That ' the future 
of this country may reveal dangers from foreign 
enemies ;' and the influences of some who consent 
to be their tools, though they dwell with us and 
have the fevor of dtizenship, no intelligent pei^on, 
■who has carefully observed the course of things for 
some years past, perhaps, entertains a doubt. But 
it seems strange to those who have observed your 
course, and that of other leaders in the Eoman Ca- 
tholio ranks, that you should venture to read a 
liomily to the American Protestant community on 
this topic. What a pity you had not thought of 
this grave matter before, and taken ' the beam from 
your own eye before you attempted to take the 
mote ' from the eyes of Protestants ! It would have 
saved a vast amount of outlay, on the part of Roman 
Catholics, in the form of Lyceums, Institutes, Public 
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Lectures, impassioned orations, newspapn niliilei, 
' drculara' from Councils, and euch lilce tbingi, by 
■which it has been, sought to hiing Roman Catholics 
into direct and bitter antagonism with othei clasaea 
of dtizens. It would have prevented also that vio- 
lent onset that is now made by Roman Catholics iii 
bJI sections of the United States against our common 
school system, and also that bitterness of feeling 
which mamfests itself agmnst various American in- 
stitutions, and Americana themselves, in the coarse 
and vulgar threafe with which, at least, some Eoman 
Catholic periodicals are partially filled. When read- 
ing us this homily on cultivating kind and respectful 
feelings, and doing ' the things which make for peace ' 
and unity in the land, had von forgotten yoiu" own 
course? Or did you suppose that Protestants had 
forgotten it "i They cannot foi^et it so easily. And 
I will venture to predict, that if the course wMch 
you and your associates have pursued on these mat- 
ters, for some time past, is not abandoned, and sub- 
stituted by oue more kind and respectful to public 
sentiment and feeling, and the laws of the land, you 
will, for yourselves and your denomination, destroy 
that respect and good feeling which othei-a desire to 
cherish towards you. You may in time occasion the 
rise throughout this country, which is sacred to li- 
berty — civil and religious — of a Protestant party, 
with a view to vindicate and sustain American prin- 
dples, and our legalized and valued institutions, 
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against Roman Catholic violence and abuse. It is 
caraestly hoped that you will not press mattera to 
tliis result. Protestsnts, I am sure, do not desii-? 
siich a result. But if it sbouM taice place, and bear 
with considerable oppressiveness upon Roman Cath- 
olics, American Pi-otestanta 'will be free from the 
responsibility of causing it. On Eomanista the re- 
sponsibility will rest. 

" But what you have said about the Bible, and 
tlie vie^vs and usages of tlie Roman Catholic Church 
ill regard to its circulation and use by the people, 
should be received with considerable allowanoe. 

" Your claim to antiquity as a church, and to 
have received the original manuscripts of the New 
Testament from the hands of their inspired authors, 
is ridiculous enough, as authentic history asisures us 
tliat your church had no existence till after the lapse 
of centuries from the times of the Apostles. 

" It did not rise till the spirit of Anti-Christ, 
which began to discover itself while the Apostles 
were present, had had time, through apostacies ^id 
various corruptions of the doctrines and institutions 
of Christianity, to ftinrish the materials, and an op- 
portunity for its formation. Then it rose in an 
organized form, hut it was too late, by several hun- 
dreds of years, to receive anything from the hands 
of divinely inspired writers. 

" What you say about the printing of various 
editions of the Bible in Europe, is very well so fer 
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as it goes. But it miHlcacls because more is not said 
'•y you- To give till© true impression, you should 
have aflded that these books were restricted to a 
narrow circulatioii by the enormous prices at whidi 
they were held ; aiid also tlmt those only might have 
them who could obtain, from the Eoman Catholic 
Priest, a ■written permission to that effect. The 
Q of a Bible by a person therefore does not 
n a Roman Catholic counti-y, on a desire to 
have it, nor simpJy an ability to pay for it; but on 
the judgment or caprice of a Priest, who lias the 
control of the matter. 

" What, then, is this hut &praclical withholding 
of the Bible fi'om the people, by church authority, 
notwithstaudrng the parade you have made of the 
feet, that the Eoman Catholic Church has printed 
various editions and versions of the Seriptufes in 
Europe^ It is, notwithstandiag, withholding the 
Bible from the people ; and iu all E<iman Catholic 
countries it is proverbiaOy true that the masses of 
the people do not have the Scriptures, Tlie large 
and costly editions they cannot buy if they would, 
in case the Priest would permit them to do it ; and 
tlie cheaper editions, furnished by Bible Societies, 
they are forbidden to receive, 'on pain of excommu- 
nication,' and of ruin both for tJiis life and the life 
that is to come. These things you wiO not venture 
to deny in sight of the enactments of the Council of 
Trent, whicli are authoritative in your Communion, 
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and of the ' Official Bulls ' issued within forty years 
past by Piua VII. Leo XII. Pius VIIl. aiid Gre- 
gory XVI. 

*' That the Bible should be printed by you in 
America is riot strange, however hostile your church 
may be to its free circulation, for America is the 
Uud where the people honor the Bible as the gi-eat 
instrument in securing their dbtanguished prosperity 
and happiness. Opposition, tberefore, to the Bible, 
professedly and openly made by you, would fatally 
alfift your prospects and hopes of succ^s in this 
land ; and you are too wise not to suppress the ex- 
pression of disapprobation of its free distribution, as 
you have suppressed, in the edition whicli you have 
approved for American use, such notes as would be 
sure to hinder your prosperity here, if made known 
to tlie public, though they are of canonical authority, 
and are publislied in tke editions intended for drcu- 
lation in Roman Catholic lands. 

" In concluding your letter, you speak of a ' new 
national policy that has been broached in the Senate 
of the "United States, in connection with the case of 
the Madiai,' and which you truly say, ' purports to 
be a vindication of the rights of conscience, to be 
secured to all American citizens, in whatever coun- 
tries they may choose to travel or sojourn,' and it 
appears to meet your special disapprobation, although 
similar privileges are secured in this country Jo 
strangers from every nation of the world. You seem 
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toeiideayor, in various ways, to cloud the sutjcet, and 
so to embarrass it as to hinder its favorable consid- 
eration bj- the people. But something more dear, 
as well as forcible, will probably be requisite in 
order to secure that result, 

" You say that ' there is a confusion of ideas in 
the minds of those who, with General Cass, plead for 
freedom of conscience,' and you very kindly tell the 
world what they would say, if they only liuew how. 
This is, indeed, very genei'ous of you. But I have 
looked carefully at what you say about eonseienco 
and its freedom, and I am forced to believe that ' the 
confusion of ideas ' is witJi yourself rather thaB with 
the friends of the measure contemplated.* With you, 
if I understand your reasoning on the subject, 'free- 
dom of conscience' is the synonym of 'licentious- 
ness.' But this is by no means the view of those 
who plead for its beiug secured to our citizens in 
every nation with whioh we may hereafter enter into 
any treaty ; and the phrase will be understood in its 

• Yon speak of " conscience " as an entity — as BoraetMng 
having an eiistence distinct and Bepttrate from the humau 
soul ; for you eoy, " God has provided in the human sonl a 
fbrtreEs, to whioh it can retreat, and ftom which it can hari 
defiance against all invaders." What then is it? If it is 
something outside of the soul, whioh can, in time of need 
take reflige in "a fortress piwided" for it in the soul — 
what is iti Is it part of our pf^skal nature? Where does 
it belong) From the following sentence, whioh oeewrs in n 
suhBequeat paragraph of the diseusMon, where yon speak of 



B> Google 



true and proper sense ; and the thing sigiiificd will 
be appredated by the Protestants of this land, not- 
withstanding all your attempts to embarrass and 
prejudice it. And, I trust that tlie 'policy,' as you 
call it, in our national legislation, -will prevail, and 
evei' hereafter be maintained. 

"Your statements in regard to some things in 
the early history of the United States, it ie thought, 
need ooneiderable modifications to conform them to 
the truth. "With what seems to many an unbecom- 
iag assurance, you declare that in regard to tJieni, 
' the assumptions of General Cass are a fellacy.' You 
then set up a claim for Roman Catholics, as t5ie 
founders of tliis Government, and the autliors of its 
freedom m the same sense, aiad to the extent, which 
such claim should be accorded to Protestants, You 
put forth a similar claim once before. Then, perhaps, 
you might have been excusable, on the ground that 
you had not the means to know certainly that the 
daim was wholly groundless. But now this plea can 

tlie laws of a eountiy, TJzi " They may be regarded oa the 
publio and permaaent expreselun of the aggregate coaeeieace 
of a State," — I take it, tlmt in your eafimation, " coneoienee" 
and dl ar d h al. For it is usual to oonsidei" and 
Bpe t f th 1 w f people, as the einbodlioeut or orpo- 
nent f th u^ will i the topics to wblch the laws refer. 
But I m y h f 1 d to understand you. If, howerer, 
'' CO d 11 " with you mean the same thing, 

Bud f 7 p t n liiis, the views of your Churoh, no 
mond ttot E m tolerant without compunction. 
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hai'dly be made, Tliat you may -not ftill into the 
error of affiriuiug tliese thiugs again, would It not bo 
well to turn your attention to our history, as a nation, 
a little more carefully ? If you. have not time to read 
extensively, I would suggest that you at least read 
Mr. Polk's review of your Roman Cfttholic Chapter in 
the history of the United States, in which its numerous 
fallacies are clearly and satisfactorily demonstrated, 
and the true state of the case shown, Roman Cath- 
olics, as such, had little or nothing to do in devising 
and securing the liherties of this country. 

"And here let me say, that I am surprised at 
what appears to be your notioa of national honor 
and glory. You say, ' I am persuaded that the coun- 
try has lowered itself in dignity, if it he true that 
the President, through the Secretary Everett, has 
become a petitioner side by side with Lord Eoden,' 
to 'the Grand Duke of Tuscany,' In your judgment, 
theu, the Govermnent may not interpose its moral 
influence, in the way of a request that suflering inno- 
cence should he released, without lowering its dig- 
nity ! I had heretofore thought that to do good, and 
to seek to promote the prevalence of righteousness 
everywhere, whether in nations or narrower circles, 
was praiseworthy and honorable to those who en- 
gaged in it. Sure 1 am, that the Bible teaches such 
a sentiment, whatever you, an Archbishop of Roman- 
ism, may hold to the contrary. If it would be un- 
worthy aad inglorious to seek, by moral means, 
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whicli iuflicts no wrong, to induce a Governineiit 
wliioh is grossly simiiiig against its helpless subjects 
to desist from its course; then I take it that the op- 
posite of this meets your idea of dignity and national 
honor. So then you would have persecution to reign 
witkoufc an effoit to cheek it! It would be the glory 
of nations to stand by, and hear the shrieks of the 
dLspaumg, the groans of the dying, and tlie solas of 
fho beieaved, or otherwise wretched ]y lea&oa of 
the oppressions of those in powei m a country and 
) et attempt nothing for their rele t ' Tli a may suit 
you, sir, and possibly it may be ni keeping with tlie 
Canons of your Church; but it is as unnituial and 
heartless as it is at variance with the Scriptures and 
with every just aentimcnt of true national dignity 
and honor; bwt tins is not your dootinie iih n i 
Itoman Catholic is to be relieved It is m the n 
mcmbranceofsome, that you askel Oil Government 
to interfere witK England, to relieve a Eomani-,t-— 
did our dignity wane then 1 

" Before leaving this portion of your letter, it is 
due to say that, in point of ingenuity and adaption 
to the end for which it was designed, it fells not a 
whit below any othei' portion. The CatBcMsm, 
which is offered to Mr. Everett with seeming fmr- 
ncss, but so as to misslead the incautious, and give 
you aa air of triumph, and an opportunity to inti- 
mate that public opinion ia tins country ia identical 
witli the ' legalized intolerance ' of Roman Catholic 
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countvies, is an entire evasion of tlie subject under 
discussion. ' Freedom of conscience ' was the thing 
to be spoken aljoiit and illustrated ; but you have 
substituted licentiousness, and spoken as tJiough the 
rebukes it received a few years since by an insulted 
and onti'aged community in Charlestown and Phila- 
delphia were acts of violence suffered by Romanists 
' for conscience sake.' Those sufferings at the haads 
of the populace, on the occasions alluded to, were 
induced by Eoman Catholics themselves, and I 
consequence of many and most a 
wickedness on their part. I have i 
make for mobs, but when the causes of them are 
misi'epresented in order to inSict a wrong on our 
national character, it is proper to offer a correction. 
If you are familiar with the history of those cases, 
you must be aware that I have now placed them in 
the true light, as to their causes. 

"I do not deny the existence, to some extent, 
and in some individual cases, of religious bigotry in 
this country, among Protestants. It is a defect, and 
is to be deplored, wherever it obtains. But, I do 
deny that 'intolerance' obtains with them to the 
extent, and in the form, which your stotemenfs and 
illusti'ation seem designed to affirm. The princi- 
ples of ' religious feedom ' are sacredly guarded 
and cherished by our people ; and as no slight evi- 
dence of it, I might cite yom: own undisturbed state, 
while you preach, and write, barrangue, and publish, 
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aiid say and do so mam tliiiii,-! ■«hich aie so entuc 
ly at variance with public etmtimeat mid leebnga 
Few in tte land would say what you, without blu'-h 
iug or apology for its insulting charaotei and want 
of trutMuIness, have said m the letter under con 
sideration, about American citizens in geneial, and 
about some of our most distmgni&hed functioiianes 
in State, in particular. You furni=ih, therefoie, m 
my judgment, iu your own case, a fair aiid full re 
futation of your assertions about tlie social intoler 
anee of this land. But I must clo=ie I have ^ft ritten 
to 'promote the wellare of my countrymen, and the 
advantage of my country,' by setting right what you 
had put wrong, and restoring order where you had 
produced confusion." AN OFFICER 

Of [he American and Foreign Chrialion Union. 



Rejilij by Simim Peter. 

On the 11th of March, a little more than a week 
after the publication of the Eeply by " an Officer of 
the American and Foreign Christian Union," the fol- 
lowing, signed, " Simon Peter," was published in the 
New-York Herald. The writer is evidently well 
acquainted with the subject on which he writes, and 
his letter will be read witli deep interest It is 
humorous and instructive, and is worthy of particu- 
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Idi attention If it pi ices ttt. Arcll aliDp and hia 
caust, ui in uneTiviible position the responsibility 
IS on the \ichl ishop He has placed it and himself 
there Bit to the lettei 

To he U Jo n Hu lies D D 

Fnman TkIidIi A Dip N H i k 

Dear &m — ^\(.ur Gitice mu t lot be surprised 
at rceciv i g so lu ch attention It is one of the 
penilties of greatness to be exposed to suoh things. 
If you had not made jouiself so conspicuous for mhis 
already gratified, and higher ones yet to be accom- 
plished — for the Archiepiscopate m possession, and 
the Cardinal's hat in expectation — I am not sure that 
■what you say and do would arrest quite so much of 
tlie public notice as at present. In common with 
many others, I have read with some care your letter 
to the Freeman's Journal of the 19th instant, in rela- 
tion to the "Madiai," the "Meeting in the Metropo- 
litan Hall," " Religious liberty," etc. etc and I must 
say that I was not a little disappointed. My dear 
Archbishop, many more " eucli deliverances " as the 
one in question, and that notable lecture on the 
" Decline of Protestantism," made just as you were 
about to set out on yoiu- lata pilgrimage to Kome, 
will not augment your reputation either for logic or 
prudence. 

The exordium of your Grace's letter was not 
happy. To attempt to ridicule the meeting in Metro- 
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politeB Hall, teld for the pinrpiKe of espressing sym- 
pathy for poor ajid humble, but, nevertheless, very 
worthy people, who are suffaing for doing what 
every man in these United States has the right to 
do — ^namely, to impart, by reading the Bible to his 
family and friends, and endeavonng to lead them to 
adopt his views of the Gospel, and act according to 
tiieir convictions — very ill became the high and 
sacred office to which you daim to have been called 
by the Saviour of msa ; and because similar meet- 
ings had beea held in England, it was poor logic to 
talte it for granted that that meeting was held in 
imitation of them, and through admiration of the 
English aristocracy. It was not prudent for you to 
tallc in this way, because your enemies may justly 
say that in tliis you betray your cherished antipathy 
to everything that is English. Your Irish origin 
will account for this. Had you been cognizant of 
the facts, you would have known that to imitate the 
English in this matter, or to have anything to do 
with. any movement because it was English, was the 
last thing that would have occurred to any of the 
gentlemen with whom originated the meeting. On 
this point you are all wrong, I beg to assure your 
Eminence. 

As to ^' ragged schools " for the poor children, 
which Ireland, not England, sends to our shores — 
wliioh Eomanism, not Protestantism, has made — our 
Protestant fellow-citizens, and among them the get^ 
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ters-iip of tho ineetiiig at Sletropolitaii Hal), ave not 
indifiereEt, They ai'e doiug much in many ways to 
care fi>r them, but in a more Christian manner than 
the creathig of ragged schools. But al! this is of 
small moment; let us advance to more important 

The meeting was called to promote and express 
sympathy for the Madiai, aiid other sufferers (for 
the rights of conscience in the matter of religion) in 
the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, and for giving attei- 
anee to those principles, on the subject of religious 
hberty, which every ti'ue-heairted American both 
holds and feels, and which alone can either create or 
justify such sympathy. Nor can your Grace find 
any disci-epancy between the objects set forth in the 
call for the meeting, signed by thirty distinguished 
Protestant gentlemen, and the statement of foots, 
resolutions, and series of propositions, presented to 
the public on the occasion. The meeting was called 
for the purposes just stated, and no other. As to 
what your Emiuenoe says about the object being 
to abuse the Roman Catholic's of this country, 
and exdte prejudice and animosity against them, etc. 
nothing more untrue was ever uttered by any 
man, and I can scarcely thinic that you believe the 
assertion. You have a marvellous tact for going off 
into whatever may divert men's miads from the true 
state of the case, whenever by so doing you can 
strengthen your cause. For was there anything 
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said or read at the moating wbich could be justly 
considered as ealcuJated to excite prejudice against 
the Eoman Catholics of this country. No one 
dreamed of holding them accoimtable for the acts of 
tlie Grand Duke of Tuscany in relation to the Ma- 
diai. It is true that tte spirit and history of Rome, 
or i-ather of the Eoman Catholic hierarchy — for it is 
the Eoman Catholic Church, the people being noth- 
ing at all, and having nothing to do either in the de- 
termining of doctrines or the administration of disci- 
pline, as you well know — were spolten of freely by 
some of the speakers who endeavored to defend the 
Grand Duke of Tuseaiiy, by saying truly that he i8 
not so much to be blamed, or held aecouutable, for 
the infemons acts in question, as the priests around 
him, and especially Pio Nono, who could by a word 
terminate all this persecution. Some hard things 
were said about the hierarehy of Rome, it must be 
admitted ; but they were just. It is also true that 
your eminence was most earnestly called on to join 
this movement in behalf of the poor sufferers, and ex- 
ert your great influence to incline — ^by addressing 
him yourself, or praying his Holiness to do so — the 
heart of his DucaJ majesty to leniency and grace. 
Surely there was nothing in all this like a premedi- 
tated plan, or any effort, to excite prejudice against 
OUT Roman Catholic fellow-citizens. The expressions 
of Dr. Bethune in favor of them were of the strong- 
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est chai'aoter, and tliey were as real, as heartfelt, aa 
they were strong. 

No, sir ; there was not a speaker on tliat occa- 
^on who dreamed of liolding up the Roman Catho- 
lics of this country to reproach for the tyranni- 
cal acts of the Giind Dul e of Tuscany, ITiese 
gentlemen 1 n\,w well that there lie thousands 
among the Poman Catholics of this country, espe- 
ciajlv among those who wem Lorn m this land, as 
well as thousands m Fiance, Geimany, Italy, and 
othei papal countiies abioad who condenm this out- 
rageous injustice as earaestly as tJiey themselves did 
or could. You, therefore, di'ew very largely on 
your imagination, dear Archbishop, when you spoke 
of the meetiag as 'comprising a scmrilous denuncia- 
tion of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, of the Jesuits, 
of the Pope, of the Catholic govcrmnents of Europe, 
of the Catholic citizens of the United States, and of 
tie Catholic religion, and its members, of all times 
and places.' 

Tlie quoted words will indicate to your Grace 
the topics on which you have grossly (I will not say 
wilfully, for you and I are of Irish origui, and ought 
therefore to treat each other civilly) misrepreseated 
the meeting, and those who spoke at it 

As to your complaint, that ' free disous^on was 
shut off' at the meeting, you can hardly believe that 
it is well founded. Even your neophyte and protegi, 
the editor of the IVeeman's Journal, could not have 
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expected that his request to be allowed to speak, just 
as the meeting was coming to a dose, and at the 
late hour of hsJ&past ten o'clock, would or eonld be 
granted. Tke meeting waa a, meeting of the ' friends 
of religious liberty,' to which Roman Catholics and all 
others were ioYited, and so they and all the world 
understood the matter. Your Grace knows enough 
of such things to be convinced tliat swch a meeting 
was not likely to be gotten up and carried on with- 
out some plan. And you loiow well, that if you and 
your Roman Catholic Mends were to get up a pub- 
lic meeting of any nature, yon would view as an in- 
truder any man who wonid come in and claim the 
right of speaking without an invitation; and most 
certainly it is hard to conceive how your friend, the 
editor referred to, could expect to speak at the meet- 
ing in question, after all the abuse which he had 
heaped on the poor Madiai in the columns of his 
paper. But he and you, my good Archbishop, have 
it in your power to hold another public meeting, and 
set forth your views of religious liberty, and de- 
nounce persecution in Tuscany and everywhere else 
as much as you please, and Protestants wO! be 
tlioreto hear you. 

You are kind enough to say that you, too, would 
denounce the conduct of the Grand Duke of Tuscany 
if you could only believe that the Madiai have been 
imprisoned and made to suffer for ' reading their 
Bibles.' You aranot believe that this is the only 
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cin e cf d L 1 cm„ tbn tr ale ! Woll, the cast* is 
a ^ er y ^i nplc om These pu>i b read their Bibles, 
Diodati 3 vers oh, a Prott-itant one, a translation 
from the original IIel>re\v antl Greek, made by a 
echolw a better one than Maitini's, or any other 
Eomish version m the Italian language — and in 
domg so the> discoveied th true Gospel, and aban- 
doned the errors, of Eome , they read the Bible to 
others, and imparted tbeir connctions to their minds, 
and the; , too, turned away from the Romish Church, 
This was the head and fiont of their offence. This 
was considered treason. Because they conid not 
bolieye that the Viigia Mary is the mother of God, 
they were charged with blasphemy. They were 
tried and condeimied on these grounds aloae, and 
which t^v-o of their judges, (out of five,) and some of 
the ablest advocates in Florence, did not believe to 
be valid, oven by the laws under which their con- 
demnation was sought, ArchLishop Hughes, do you 
believe — can you make this nation believe — that 
these people were justly condemned 1 Yon affect 
not to know anything about the circumstances of 
this case. Well, if you will look into the Journal 
of Oommeree of February 14, 1852, you will find 
the accusation brought against these people at tlie 
time of their first imprisonment, and it will enlighten 
you somewhat. And, further, I have to say that we 
have sejit for a copy of the proceedings at the trial, 
published in Italian, and when it arrives, we will ap- 
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point one coiiipetont man, and you th^il he invitud 
to appoint another, and these two shall appoint a 
third, and this committee sbsll determine wliether 
tiiese Maiiiai were eoadenmed for a political offence, 
or for that which 1 have stated ; fJie reading of their 
Bible, and endeavoring to impart their convictions 
ou the siihject of religion to othera, Hot guilty of 
any political, or ciyil, or moral offence, ngainst the 
JawB of the land. You speak of their hcing con- 
demned as if it wore aa a police afljur. Yes, it was 
just such an affair of the police as that %vhich put the 
Apostles in prison in Jerusal m and ivl ' 1 thej e^ 
pressly declared fJicy would ot, couH not obey 
It was just Buch a police regu at on as Prroto s en 
forced at the bidding of the r mpenal ma te s at 
■Rome, and which ten times d luged the emj e th 
inuocent Christian blood dur ng the first three en 
turies. 

You have given it as one easo i\ yjo cannot 
believe thitt the Madiai ha^e b en coud ned fo 
reading the Bible, that they have been alloiied to 
read their Bible since their impr sonment and you 
ask whether criminals — forgo s for nstance a e 
allowed to continue their wo k of c ne n pr n 
after their condemnation '? M Morau a Kon an 
CafJiolie priest in Newark, New-Je s y haj asae «d 
tlie same thing, and also, that hey aie al d he 
visits of an ecclesiastic, B t hit a e he &■ t ! 
They are not allowed to ha\ th o P o cs ai t 
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BMe, (DiocIati's,1 iint thtn Piuti">t."mt lelisfioii? 
booka aud tracts, (although then eon6iienie!it has 
beeu solitary most of the tune,) but the Komish 
version of tie Bible and Eomisli tracts are alone 
placed before them , and as to the eo-leeiastic who 
is allowed to visit them legularly, he ib a Capuchm 
monk! 

Tour Grace goes on to argue that jour church 
cannot be — has never been — opposed to tbe reading 
of the Bible, because she has been from the first cn- 
ti-usted with the precious boon, or at least the New 
Testament, which is, in feet, her exclusive inheri- 
tance! This is yery wonderful. Just as if tihe 
caaon of sacred scripture was not settled, and every 
book of the sacred volume ti-aaslated into almost all 
tlie important languages of Europe, Western Asia, 
and Northern Africa, long before the supremacy of 
the bishops of Rome was established, or the Eoman 
Catholic Church heard of! Just as if the Greek 
Church, from the middle of the ninth century, and 
the five other Oriental Churches, had not tbe scrip- 
tures in their respective languages, and did not 
watch over them, and see to it that Eome did not 
corrupt them! There were other eyes than those 
of Rome, and other hands than hers, that cared for 
the precious treasure. 1 well know that afler the art 
of printing was invented the Bible was published, 
not only in the original Hebrew and Greek, but also 
in the vei'iiacular languages of Italy, Germany, Hol- 
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land, France and England ; bwt I have yet to leam 
that this was not rather the work of ' learned men,' 
than the result of the zeal of Rome, and her Popes, 
her Cardinals, her ArchlDishops and her Bishops. 
Indeed, some of the men who were engaged in this 
good worlc had a hard time of it. Even in the fif- 
teenth century, tlie era of which I am spealfing, 
Rome had departed too fer from the truth contained 
in the written Word to have any relish for the sa- 
cred volume. The Eeformation came, and it gave 
the Bihle, in something like ahundanee, to the people, 
inasmuch as the Protestants regarded it as ' God's 
Book for the People.' Bot as to Rome — ^I moan the 
liomau Catholic Clmrch, or hierarchy rather — she has 
not done much. Into what languages of the heathen, 
among whom her missionaries have labored these 
last two centuries, has the Bible been translated 1 
In what has it been printed by those mi^onaries? 
Not many — I fear not one — I mean the whole Bible "i 
And where is there in all the world a Roman 
Catholic Bible society ? If you know of one, pray 
tell me, my good Archbishop — tell me of one. You 
way that an Archbisliop of Florence, Monsigueur 
Martini, translated the Bible into Italian in the year 
1775. I know it. I have drciilated many a copy 
of his New Testament, though I think it not equal 
to Diodati's, by a great deal. I have done so on the 
principle that an inferior translation is better tlian 
none. The British and Foreign Bible Society have 
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printed both Diodati's and Marfjai's translations of 
the entire Bible, as well as the New T^tament by 
itself. 

Mr. Moran, a Roman Catholic priest, in New- 
ark, New Jersey, already referred to, has recently 
affirmed that the Bible has not only been published 
in Italy, but that more than forty editions of Mar- 
tuii's translations have been issued since it was first 
published, and that it is to be seen in the book- 
stores in every village in Italy, irom one end of the 
peninsula to the other. If this were so, one would 
think that far more than forty or fifty editions would 
have been needed. But it is not true, I know 
something of Italy ; I have been there several times 
during the last sixteen yeara. Until the revolution 
of 1848 opened the way for the Bible Societies to 
print the Bible at Eome, Florence, Turin aiid Ve- 
nice, the book was only to be seen in a few book- 
stores in the chief cities, and then in an edition of 
several octavo volumes, with copious notes, and 
costing several dollars. It is in vain to talk about 
the Bible being accessible to the people of Italy 
whilst published in that form. And though in 1848 
— '49 die Bible Societies did a good deal in Rome 
and Florence, yet as soon as the Pope and the 
Grand Duke had been restored from their fiight by 
French and Austrian bayonets, everything of the 
sort was stopped. In Pbome every house has been 
searched for the accursed book; and many copies 
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have been confiscated and destroyed, both at Rome 
and at Florence. This is Rome's way of taking an 
interest in having the people to possess and read 
the Word of God. But you will say tiat it was a 
Pi-otestaHt version of the New Testament that wag 
confiscated in these cities. Andirhat of that? It 
was a good version, and set forth the truth with 
great fidelity; but then it had not the authorized 
notes of the Church. Oh, yes; there is the rub. 
Rouie is afraid to give the Bible, just as God gave 
it, to the people. She must put notes to it to inter- 
pret certain passages as she thuilts proper. Well, 
tills Ttaliaii New Testament, with abundant notes, 
has been published, in two large editions, in a con- 
venient form, and at a comparatively_ reasonable 
price, at Turin, within, the last two years, but by a 
bookseller — his Grace, the Archbishop of that city, 
having nothing to do in tke matter. Indeed, his 
Grace has not been at home these two or three 
years, the government of Sardinia having given him 
permission to travel into foreign parts, because of 
his having improperly meddled with political affairs 
and endeavored to subvert the constitution ! 

Your Grace cites, in proof of the interest which 
your Churcli takes iii the people's possessing and 
reading the Bible, the fact that some twenty or 
twenty-five editions have been published (of the Ro- 
man Catholic version) in various sizes, and under 
proper episcopal supervision, in these United States. 
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Tills is a most extraordinary and fatal statement. 
Why, if we suppose ttat each edition, was of 10,000 
copies, (which is probably very far beyond the 
mark,) then no more than 250,000 copies ia all of 
the Roman Catholic version, (not half as many as 
our American Bible Society issues ia one year,) 
have beea published in this country, for the now 
two or three millions of Romanists. Archbishop, 
Archbishop ! this is too bad ! And yet, what better 
could be expected ? Notwithstanding all you liave 
said in your recent "Letter," you know that your 
Church is not in fevor of giving the Bible to the 
people, excepting under coaditions which reader the 
permission of very little value. Let me ask you 
whether you have not, withia a few months, in a 
sermon at Yonkers, New-York, said to the people 
that they ought not to read the Bible — that they 
could not understand it — that the Church alone has 
the ability and the right to explain the Bible — that 
it is enough for the people to learn the catechism, 
and believe what the Church says to them by the 
mouth of the priest? Did you not say this, or what 
was equivalent to iti If you did not, some gentle- 
men of my acc[uaintance greatly misunderstood you. 
As to your remarks about 'liberty of con- 
sdenco,' I have not much to say. You might wdl 
have spared the little homily, for everybody knows 
that liberty of conscience does not mean liberty to 
hold and enjoy one's conscientious opinions on the 
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subject of religion to one's self, but the right to make 
them known to others. The nature of truth is to 
seek to bo known-— in otiier ■words, to make prose- 
lytes. ' A Catholic Layman,' in the New- York 
Times of the 34tii ult. has well stated that fact. He 
h:is also well distinguished between the liberty 
wiiith is created by the constitution and laws, and 
that which prevails in the feelings and habits of com- 
munities. The religious liberty granted to all by 
our constitution aad laws is complete ; and yet oc- 
casionally popular excitemeut may be gotten up, 
which, for a time, set aside the laws, and overthrow 
tlie liberty guaranteed by the constitution and the 
laws. You endeavor to throw dust in the eyes of 
your readera by d'sregarduig these important dis- 
tinctions ; and would mal e the i almost believe that 
wo have not el j, o s 1 bcrty n this land, because 
damage baa been do e n po[ dar tumults, to a Ro- 
man Catholic I p t ir B ston, and a church or 
two in Philad Ifh a B ca «e men cannot say and 
publish in Soutl Carol a and Louisiana what they 
please on the sibject of slavery, you insinuate that 
there is not ent e rebg ous 1 berty in this country. 
If you will allow me to say it, I think that it is alto- 
gether unworthy of you. You know that there is 
religious liberty in this land ; that in no State 
in this Union is a man forbidden to buy a Bible, if 
he has the means ; he may read it if he can ; and if 
he is so unfortunate as to be unable to read, whether 
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owing to any I'.iiwisc laws in miy StiiU?-, nr auy otJit^r 
cause, he may hear it read, he may hear the Gospel 
preached, believe, and decide for himself what ohurcH 
he will join. Would that there was aa much reli- 
gious liberty as this in all Eoman Catholic countries 'i 
As to the religious liberty which Roman Catholics 
enjoy in this eouatiy, yoxiseem to think that they are 
in no way indebted to Protestants for it — that they 
fought for it during the Revolution, and gained it 
by their good, trusty swords. This is also very 
wonderful. Just as if the Revolution in which the 
Roman Catholics — ^though they were too few to have 
much influence in that great movement — certainly 
bore their psirts, (and some of them, such as Charles 
Carroll and a &w others, a very honotahle one,) gave 
religious liberty to this country. You nmst certainly 
know, dear Archljishop, that all the colonies brought 
hither the gei-m of religious liberty, whether tliey 
came from England, Scotland, Prance or Germany, 
though in some it was more developed than in oth- 
ers. But all went on advancing in regard to this 
gi-eat subject until the Revolution, when all the thir- 
teen colonies, Protestant, (even Maryland was so,) by 
an overwhelming majority, enjoyed a great amount 
of religious liberty, and some of them a full measiu-e. 
It was this fact wMeh insured the incorporation of 
the principle of religious liberty into the constitu- 
tion. Nothing is more certain than that all the re- 
ligious liberty there is in the world is owing to Pro- 
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K^tantism. As to the statement whidi your Grace 
has sometinies made, that we owe our religious lib- 
erty to the little colony which Lord Baltimore plant- 
ed in Maryland, it ia hardly woithy of consideration, 
From the nature of the case, that colony could not 
fail to have religious liberty froni the first ; for a 
Protestant government in England never would 
hare allowed a Eoman Catholic colony to be planted 
here upon the prindple of intolerance. But if, as 
you say, Rome is favorable to religious liberty, why 
doea shenotgrant it in her own domain? Why docs 
she not ? 

I cannot doubt the attachment of our Roman 
Catholic fellow-citizens to our noble political institu- 
tions. And yet I could not read what you say about 
their "well-poised self-possession," that kept them 
from being carried away by the influence of a " foreign 
demagogue" (Kossuth) who recently visited us, with- 
out something more than a smile. Oh, Archbishop ! 
if Kossuth had been a Roman Catholic, or contend- 
ing against a Protestant country, you would, perhaps, 
have thought differcEtly of him. But he was a Pro- 
teatant, who had tried to overthrow the despotism of 
the House of Hapsburg, (which has been a good aer- 
vant and friend of the Papacy,) and in doing so he 
had the generous aid of millions of Romim Catholics 
of his country, far more than half of the soldiers and 
officera who fought in that war being such. But he 
fought against Austria ! That was enough, But let 
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ii8 look at the other side. Where was the " weli- 
poised self-poasesaioii" of the Irish Roman Catholics 
in this country — where was your own, dearest Arch- 
bishop — ^iu the summer of 1848, when the last rehel- 
lion broke out in Ireland f Surely your memory 
cannot be veiy good. Have you not forgotten those 
$500 which you gave to kindle the flame of civil war 
in your native laud? But then it was to overthrow 
the dominion of hated Protestant Albion in the Em- 
erald Isle. That changed the whole aff^r. But let 
us talk no more about the matter, for J greatly fear 
that it is not agreeable to you. 

Nor am I sure that the Iiext topic will be any 
more so. You have berated General Cass, and others, 
for endeavoring to secure the protection of our Ame- 
rican citizens, in their religious rights, in foreign 
lands. Now, this measure is so just and equal, that 
I wonder that a man of your penetration does not see 
that people will say to yon : " Yes, you know that 
American Eoman Catholics, as well as Amerieaa 
Protestants, are protected in their rights in Protes- 
tant countries almost as much as they can desire, 
and that in most Roman Catholic countries Ameri- 
can Protestants have not the right to have their own 
religious worship, and to bury their dead with such 
ceremonies as they prefer, and therefore you are 
quite contented with the present state of diings — 
from the feeling that Protestantism has something 
to lose, and Romanism nothing, through its influ- 
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ence." This is precisely what every iiitelligBiit Pro- 
testant will think and say about your conduct in this 
matter. And what do you think of it yourself, my 
dear Andibishop? Does it not appear rather too 
mean aiid eoatemptible 1 1 feel conoemed for you, 

Stiil further: what shall we think of your oppos- 
ing the interference of Mr. FiOmore in behalf of the 
Madiai, especially when you, and hundreds of others, 
asked this same President Fillmore to do precisely 
what he lias now done in favor of Smith O'Brien 
and other Irish rebels — or "patriots," if yon prefer 
the word — that is, write a letter of ioteroession in 
their- behalf to the Queen of England? What a 
" degradation" this, for our noble President and our 
immortal Webster, to be seen standing in humble 
attendance in the ante-chamber of Albion's proud 
monarch ; and all this for a few Irishmen, for whom 
you would have said, if they had been Hungarians, 
that " hanging was too good for them," " Oh, con- 
sistency, thou art a jewel !" — but not, in this case, an 
Iriih oue. 

But you seem to make it a matter of reproach Us 
our great meetJng at Metropolitan Hall, that none 
of the great Protestant pastors of the city of New- 
York took part in the speaking on the occasion. 
The orators were all from such "suburban viDages" 
as Brooklyn, Newark, and Elizabethtown. If the 
Hall could have been obtained for Monday night, 
instead of Friday, it is quite probable that you 
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would have heavd, had you been there ( t s re- 
portocl tliat you wei'e,) so ne gentle en f om the 
city who were that night occ j ed v tl tl e r egu 
lar weekly lectures. As t in tl e eet ng went 
off pretty well. Tlie " si bu ba s acq tted them 
selves decently, all of them They a e no mean 
men ; nor are tliey all unk or to yo r G aco Dr 
Bethune made the andience feel that he was well 
able to grapple with the subject, Drs. Kennedy, 
Hague, and Cox, certainly did not disgrace them- 
selves. And as to " Kirwan," I think your Grace 
has some remembrance of him, nnless your " hegira 
to Halifax" made you as oblivious of the past as ia 
the "Bourbon among us" of the occurrences of his 
eiirly days. 

But, with your permission I will stop here, at 
least until your Eminence favors the public with 
another "letter" on some subject or other, 

1 am, your Grace's most humble and obedient 
servant, Simon Peter. 



Why have the Madiai ieen treated so cnielly ! 

We cannot allow this volume to be completed 
without giving the testimony of our countryman, the 
Rev, G, H, Hastings, in behalf of these excellent 
people. Mr. Hastings was tlie American Chaplain 
at Rome for three years. In a series of lettei-s p«b- 
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lished in the New York Commercial Advertiser in 
tbe moath of April, 1853, he has given many in- 
teresting particulars reapecting both Francesco and 
Rosa Madiai, The former he saw often at his house, 
as well as in the American Chapel, at Eome, during 
the winter of 1850-51. On one occasion Sig. Ma- 
diai officiated as a deacon for Mr. Hastings, in the 
administration of tlie Lord's Supper. Mv. H. de- 
scribes him as being a very pleasant, dignified, 
gentlemanly person, of much good sense, and re- 
markably acquainted witli the Scriptures. He wss 
a zealous and faithful Christian, very decidedly 
evangelical in his views, and possessing great tact 
and skill in controversial discussions. He took 
little or no interest in politics, liis mind being en- 
grossed with the spiritual, rather than the political, 
regeneration of Italy. He was in Eome in the ca- 
pacity of a courier to some English ladies of great 
respectability — a post which is of mach responsibility 
and requiring great attention, kindness of manner, 
and fidelity. Mr. Hastings saw Madame MadiM at 
Florence in June following, and describes her as a 
woman much superior to most women of her posi- 
tion in society. Tall, slender, dignified, eneigetic — 
though in delicate health — she was altogether a 
remarkable person. She was prudent as well as 
zealous. Her long residence in England had given 
her correct ideas of the nature and importance of 
constitutional government ; but politics occupied not 
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her attention. She iiaa more concerned for the 
enlightenment of hei people m tlie Iviiowledge of 
God's Word. Mr H fbiilts, however, that if only 
half of the mea in Tuwaay had been bom of such 
women as Rosa Madiat, there would soon be no 
Austrians in that duchy — and we think so too. 

We subjoin the icasona which Mr Hastings has 
given for the hai-sh and severe manner in which the 
Madiai have been treated by the Tuscan govern- 
ment. We have no doubt that he has stated the 

"In respect to distributing Bibles, the Madiiu 
were certainly active, bnt not as agents of any so- 
dety whatever ; nor had they ever any large number 
of Bibles and Testaments deposited with them. It 
was not their practice to thrust copies upon those 
who might not desire them; but to procure them 
from time to time for such as they found disposed 
to search them' honestly, 

" The tracts, which they circulated with the same 
prudence, were sM published at Florence with the 
approval of the censorship in 1849, and contained 
nothing with which a truly pious Romanist could 
feel otFended ; they having been prepared with great 
care to present the pure Gospel only, without con- 
troversy. 

" In respect to proselytism, it must be admitted 
that both conversed freely with such as came na-- 
turally under their infiuenee, and were willing to 
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listen, to them, lu this matter they kept quietly 
within the circle of common social intercourse, never 
putting themselves forward as zealots. They em- 
ployed none of those arts which characterize the 
proselyter in the offensive sense of the word, as one 
must naturally observe from reading the specifica- 
tions under this head in their sentence. Four cases 
are cited in proof of their ' scandalous conduct,' as 
the judge termed it ; three of them of domestics in 
theiv family, and the other a young man of sixteea, 
to whom Mr. M. gave French lessons ; all of which 
persons at the time expressed themselves grateful 
for the instruction and advice offered them, though 
not all were directly influenced by it. 

" In their defence, the Madiai said that they never 
attempted anything of this kind except where they 
found spiritual stupidity and ignorance ; and that in 
etriving to win souls to the knowledge of Christ, 
they must necessarily do it after the manner in 
which they had learned him. 

"Finally, as the very worst which the govern- 
ment could retake out against them, they were found 
guilty of having 'insinuated the preference which the 
religion ca'.Ied EvangeJieal deserved over the Catho- 
lic, and counselling that one should not give heed to 
the teachings of the priests; reprobating the worship 
of the Virgin, and of the saints, as idolatry, Mid ridi 
culing particularly the pious custom of keeping a 
light burning before the sacred image of the former,' 
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"That thoy used this and similar language him- 
dreds of times in the course of the three years, fi-orti 
1848 to 1851, when there was a growing Protestant 
feeiitig around them, is true enough. But that they 
ever occasioned any disturhance by it, either in the 
street, or at any puhlio resort, or in private dwell- 
ings, is not pretended by their accusers; and certain 
it is that they never indulged in that virulent lan- 
guage toward the priesthood common to the people 
of Italy. 

" If then the Madiai were such persons as I have 
described them to be, humble, unobtrusive, and 
scrupulous to avoid, if possible, violating the known 
laws of the land, why were they treated with such 
extraordinary severity^ I answer, they were the 
victims of State policy. Both the Court of Tuscany 
aod the Couit of Rome considered it necessary, for 
the extirpation of the spreading heresy, to make 
auoh an example of some respectable individuals as 
should strike terror among the people. Count Guic- 
ciardini was too powerful for them, and had, more 
over, been too prudent to give them a sufficiently 
plausible excuse for anything more tlian a sentence 
of exile for six months. 

"The other individuals arrested had been too in- 
fflgnificant for their purpose. Examiootions and the 
testimony of spies, pointed to the house of the Madiai 
as the favorite resort of the Evangelical dissenters. 
The family, moreover, had a certain reputation with 



the English, wlio would feel tho blow which should 
descend upon it. From the moment the government 
saw this, no degree of prudence on their part could 
have saved them. The occasion of the arrest of Mr. 
Madiai was, aa we have seen, the mei-est pretence on 
the part of the police; but that was no matter; hia 
3 already determined upon. The Dulte, the 
I, and various members of the Court were 
known to have said repeatedly, that they would 
make such an example of this family as should 
effectually teri-ify others from embracing the Evan- 
gelical faith. The decree of ITST, nuder which they 
were condemned for ' impiety,' did not apply to 
their case ; but that also was no matter; the Inqui- 
sition claimed them, and the laws of their country 
could not protect them. Agreeably to the concor- 
dat signed at Rome on the 25th of April, 1851, the 
sentence of the Madiai was 'deferred to the ecclea- 
astiea! authorities,' and was actually approved at 
Rome betbre being pronounced at Florence, This, 
Count Batdasseroni, then Minister of State, will not 

"Well have the Grand Dulie aiid the Grand 
Duchess fulfilled their vow. Tliey have made an 
example of the Madiai. But an example of whati 
Why, of what poor Italy had well nigh forgotten ; 
the simplicity of tho primitive Christian faith, and 
the ti'ue martyr sph'it, 

" But what have these princes, at the same time, 
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made of themselves ? Let the indignant remon- 
strances made to them by Cabinets, Legislative 
Assemblies, and the people of half of Christendom, 
answer. They have vowed to extirpate from their 
dominions this ' confession called Evangelical, or the 
pure Gospel,' though their names go down to poste- 
rity clothed with tlie odium of a Nero, The odium 
they are gathering fast; but the confession, being 
indeed that of tlie Pure Gospel, has only become 
the better appreciated by their subjects for their 
persecution of it." 

We cannot forbear to give the following remarks 
which Mr^ Hastings makes in the concluding number 
of the letters referred to. They are just, and their 
importance will be acknowledged by all reasonable 
men. 

" A word in conclusion respecting the certain 
consequences of the imprisonment of the Madiai, 
which are begimiing to show themselves in this 
comitry. There was reason to fear that so long aa 
their humble and sincere confessors of the evan- 
gelical faith remained in bonds for constaence sake, 
there would be continual outbreaks of popular will 
toward Romanism, to the just grievance of our 
Roman Catholic fellow-citizens. Such a result every 
enlightened patriot, Protestant or Catholic, would 
have endeavored to avert. As Protestants we are 
bound to defend the religious freedom here enjoyed 
by the Romanists ; as their fellow-dtizens we are 
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bound to respect their equal title to every civil 
privilege known to ua. Moreover, we are so extfln- 
sively linifed together in social ties of relationship 
and love, that either party must necessarily feel out- 
raged at any indignity cast upon the other. But at 
this juncture, when popular passion ia becoming ex- 
cited at the barbarity of Roman Catholic Govern- 
ments abroad, with whom rests the greatest power 
to tranquillize the public niind^ Let the Roman, 
Catliolic clergy and editors candidly admit tlie vio- 
lence done to all just liberty of conscience in the 
treatment of the Madiai ; let them show that they 
have no sympathy with the Tuscan Government in 
this persecution of dissenters ; and join us in our 
endeavors or malto some honest effort of their own, 
to cause religious perseoiUion everywhere to cease ; 
and they will accomplish quickly, and with ease, a 
change in the popidar feeling which millions of Pro- 
testants in their best endeavors, and the civil au- 
thorities with all their forces, can never cfroct. But 
let them persist in their attempts to malte false issue 
in this case by their wretched sophisms in com- 
mendation of the Grand Duke, and in derogation of 
the Madiai; let them continue to denounce the 
active sympathy of the Protestant world in behalf 
of these sufferers for Christ's salte as ' all a farce,' 
and let them still contemn ' as mere drivelling' the 
etlbrts of our national Cabinet, of our Senators and 
State Legislatures, to procure by treaty the right of 
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public worship for American citizens in Roman 
Cadiolic countries — then will they make themselvea 
the most guilty agents of all, in kindling the flame 
of popular wrath toward Bonuuiism. Nor, in such 
case, caw the people avoid the conviction that the 
dairas of Eomanism here, as well as on the conti- 
nent, and the sea'et agency of the priesthood too, 
are utterly at war with the free institutions of the 
country 1 

" The principles upon which the Roman Catholic 
sovereigns of Europe, instigated by the Court of 
Rome, are now actiug toward the poor people, and 
toward Protestants in particular, are in the highest 
degree oppressive, unjust and cruel ; as opposite to 
the precepts of the Saviour as depraved human na- 
ture can make them. The great mass of our Roman 
Catholic fellow-citiaens secretly believe this ; but 
they are restrained ft-om the public expression of 
their convictions. May they yet have bishops and 
editors who will know how to disengage the lebgion 
of Jesus from all fellowship with such prjncij,Ies, 
and who may be able to guide the Roman Citholic 
mind of the country into just views and the perfect 
practice of religious toleration. Then shall «e walk 
peaceably together ; and the excesses of sectarian 
strife, which we have too much reason to dread, will 
be averted," 
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THEIR LIBEEATION. 

CONCLUSION. 

The Deputation from England, Fmih.c«, Holland, 
Germany, and Switzerland, visited Tuscany in Oc- 
tober 1852, about the same time the King of Prussia, 
it is understood, wrote a letter to the Grand Duke, 
and sent one of his fovorite Councellors of State to 
intercede in behalf of these suffering ones. It ia 
believed that the Queen of England caused her ear- 
nest desires for their liberation, to be made known 
to his " Imperial and Ducal Highuess." But all 
seems to be in vimi, so far as their release was con- 
cerned. It is true that these efforts in their behalf, 
together with the gi'eat publidty which was given 
through the Journals, to the reports made by tlie 
Deputation, as well as by other persons who gained 
access to their prisons, probably Irnd no little influ. 
ence in securing for the prisoners the humane treat- 
ment which, according to Mr, Colombe, the Swiss 
Chaplain at Floreaoe, they undoubtedly received 
during the latter and greater portion of their con- 
finement aSter their condemnation. So much was 
gained; but still there was no manifestation of a 
disposition on the part of the Government to release 

This was the state of things when the great 
meeting in Metropolitan Hall, New- York, on the 7tb 
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January, 1853; followed by those i» Newark, New 
Jersey ! and Baltimore, not long afterwards. By the 
Steam Ship of January 6th, tlio letter of the Hon. 
Edward Everett, was forwai-ded to the Grand Duke 
of Tuscany. This letter was vnoffictal, and sent to 
tlie American Consul at Florence, with directions to 
cause it to reach the Grand Duke. About two 
wedis later Lord John Ruasel, the British Minister 
for Foreign Afiairs, addressed an earnest and very 
stringent letter to Mr. Bdwer, the English Am- 
bassador at Florence, and directing him to use all 
the influence he could in behalf of the prisoners. 

Through God's blessing, these efforte were not 
in vaiK. The Grand Duke at length resolved to 
liberate them, and send them out of the country. 
Without a word said to the British Ambassador, or 
the least aotice given to the public, the prisoners 
were sent down to Leghorn by different trains on 
tlie rail-road. Madame Madiai, from Lucca on 
Tuesday, March 22nd, and her husband from Flo- 
rence the day following Upon her arrival at Leg- 
horn, Madame Madiai w^ taken to the French Con- 
sulate, vrheiice she was oidcied to go at once on 
board a FrenCh Mail Steamer, which ^as to leave 
the next day for Maisailles This she refused posi- 
tively to do ; sajmg that she w»s a Tuscan, and not 
a French sahjeet, and that the French Consul had 
no right to send her out of the country. This ground 
was also talten, it is probable, from an apprehension 
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that she was to be liborated, and her husband left, in 
prison. Upon the Consul's solemn assurance that 
her husband would join her the day following on 
board the Steamer, she consented to embark. From 
the steamer she contrived to send a parcel and a 
fto(e to the British Consul, informing him of what 
was going on, and requesting him to come Mid see 
her, — wliich be immediately did, accompanied by 
the English Chaplain. The latter wrote at once to 
the London "Times," and the former telegraphed 
Mr. Ersliine, the British Charge' d' Affaires at Flo- 
rence,, who lost no tame in communicating the taot 
to Lord John Russell, which iact he stated in the 
House of Commons on the Friday following. 

On Wednesday, March 23d, Francesco Madiai 
was sent dowa to Leghorn, accompanied by M. de 
Gabriac, the French Ambassador at Florence, and 
was immediately placed on board the Steamer re- 
ferred to. There he met his wife, fust nineteen 
months, tliat day, after (heir arrest and first impri- 
sonment! The British Consul took pains to supply 
them both with suitable clothing, of which they ha^ 
great need, for the weather was very inclement, 
and they had only the light dresses in which they were 
sent to their last prisons in July. The French Am- 
bassador and Consul went witli them to Marseilles, 
and committed them to the cai-e of the Police of 
that city — a fact which has led some to believe that 
they owe their liberation to the interposition of the 
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